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Briargate Townhomes Newsletter Nov 2010
Community News
The Annual Meeting of Owners will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 30th in the BTHOA Clubhouse.  Please arrive by 6:30 p.m. for Registration.

Community Updates 

The storage shed near the tennis court has been demolished because of concern for the personal safety of residents, additional property damage and repair costs due to repeated acts of vandalism. 

Important Reminders
Residents are asked to place their bagged trash in their garbage enclosures instead of placing their trash bags outside for animals to tear open and spread its contents.  

Trash Porters has requested that residents also be advised that trash cans are not necessary if the trash is properly enclosed in a trash bag and stored in the proper garbage enclosure.

Heavy trash should be placed near your unit and not by the fence, on the grass or in common areas.

________________________

Due to a recent rash of burglaries and vandalism in our community, Residents are advised to take preventive measures to secure their homes and property (especially during the upcoming holiday season).

Please call 911 and report any suspicious activity or person to HPD.  Your contact information will remain anonymous upon request.
Be prepared to provide important information such as the type of activity, a physical description of the suspect, their clothing, an address or building number and vehicle, etc. 
Your help is needed to stop the criminal activity within our townhome community.  

_______________________

Landlords and Property Managers should use effective property management principles to improve the quality of tenants, lower their maintenance and/or repair cost, improve property value and help create a safe neighborhood.

Several recommended tenant screening methods to avoid Civil Lawsuits, Fines and Potential Loss of Property, Reduced Rental Income, Property Damage and Problems with Neighbors include: 
· Perform a Credit Check.
· Contact previous landlord(s) for reference and rental history.

· Verify name on utility bills for prior address.

· Use third party verification of income source (such as bank statements or tax returns).
· Check Directory Assistance or Internet to confirm names and telephone numbers of previous landlords, employers and personal references.
· Search Texas Department of Safety website for Criminal Conviction Records.

· Conduct regular Property Condition Inspections during the year. 

The High Cost of Crime
The cost of criminal activity goes far beyond the cost of replacing an item that has been damaged or stolen.  
There are many costs as a result of criminal activity caused by assault, burglary, child abuse, domestic violence, drug activity, drunk or reckless driving, speeding, gambling, gang activity, graffiti, prostitution, sex offenders, theft, trespassing or vandalism, etc.
The victim is not the only one who suffers emotional, physical, mental and financial damage because of a crime.  Families are affected and often destroyed as a result of crime.  Some of the costs may be short, last a lifetime or ultimately result in the loss of a life.  

Communities also pay a cost to deal with the impact of criminal activity.    The tangible costs for a community include vandalized buildings,  the replacement cost of damaged or stolen property, higher insurance rates, lower property values, lack of area investments by business, higher fees or taxes to pay for extra or off duty police officers, court proceedings and prosecution expenses, prisons, victims of crime services, parole administration,  additional security equipment and personnel, etc.
The intangible costs for a community are a bad reputation, undesirable neighbors, fewer jobs, concern for personal safety and security, poor quality of life, urban decay and blighted neighborhoods.
These factors result in significant financial consequences that directly affect each and every household within the community.  

Elements of a  Good Community

Professional Planners have listed the following key elements of a “Good Community”. 
1. Safety from natural disaster,   pollution and crime. 

2.   Access to goods and services for sustenance (food, water, housing, utilities, clothing, etc.)
3.   Members relate to and respect each other.
4.   Neighbors take an interest in getting to know each other.
5.   Common goals and values which promote unity.
6.   Daily routine in the community is calm and predictable.
7.  Each member has a recognizable place in the Community.

8.  Opportunities for growth and fulfillment (churches, schools, entertainment and jobs).
9.  There is enough similarity to avoid conflict while different enough to create diversity. 
____________________

The most important element of a community is the people and how they relate to each other.  
There is no sense of community unless people join together to achieve or value something in common to all of them.
A community does not become stronger simply by adding amenities.  A community is a social entity and becomes stronger only with positive social change and development of its members.   

More of our community members need to develop considerate, cooperative, positive attitudes and responsible behavior for BTHOA to become a stronger community. 
Quotes on Character
Character, not circumstance, makes
 the person.  

                   Booker T Washington
No change of circumstances can repair a defect of character.

Ralph Waldo Emerson                                  

Character isn’t something you were born with and can’t change, like fingerprints.  It is something you weren’t born with and must take responsibility for forming.

                                         Jim Rohn
Parents can only give good advice or put them on the right paths, but the final forming of a persons’ character lies in their own hands.

Anne Frank

Character is the willingness to accept responsibility for one’s own life and is the source from which self respect springs.     Joan Didion
Character is doing the right thing when nobody is looking.  There are too many people who think that the only thing that is right is to get by, and the only thing that’s wrong is to get caught.             J. C. Watts
The best index to a person’s character is (a) how he treats people who can’t do him any good, and (b) how he treats people who can’t fight back.
Abigail Van Buren
The measure of a real man’s character is what he would do if he knew he would never be found out.
Thomas Babington Macaulay
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Happy Thanksgiving!

Community Volunteers Needed
The more organized a community is, the more strength it has.  
Nothing will happen without your cooperation, participation and support.  It is up to YOU to make the difference in your community!
Please call Creative Management at 713-772-4420 if you are interested volunteering for the any of the following positions.
Block Captains to coordinate block meetings, serve as liaison to Board and convey information regarding community issues.
BTHOA Newsletter – Volunteers to report on community events  and information.  Will assist with publication of BTHOA Newsletter.  

Citizen Patrol (HPD Sponsored)
Volunteers for Community Crime Prevention Program. You must be a Resident, 18 years or older, have a valid driver’s license and able to pass a detailed background check.
Event Committee needs your support to organize and host social events and activities for all ages.  Please contact Ms. Edwina Culpepper at 281-835-8631.
Important Contact Information
Creative Management














713-772-4420

     Website









CMCTX.COM

HPD Gang Tip Line       713-247-4264

HPD (Non Emergency)    713-884-3131
HPD (NO-DOPE Line)






713-466-3673

City of Houston Police




Southwest TIPS @City of Houston.net  (e-mail)
Ft. Bend Co. Sheriff (Ask for Tip Line Operator)



281-342-8477 or 4704

Ft. Bend Co. Narcotics Activity Tab
 www.co.fort-bend.tx.us/
Section 8 Fraud 


        713-260-0724






