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Cascade Highlands Herald 

www.neighborhoodlink.com/vancouver/cascadehighlands February 2011 

 

A little time, a little effort, makes for a better neighborhood! 
 
CHNA is ELEVEN Years Old 
In December, 2010, our neighborhood association celebrated its 
11th birthday.  Happy Birthday to US!   
 

Current CHNA Bank Balance 
Current Balance - $917.00 minus $164.76 check to Friends of 
Trees, CHNA portion of the November tree-planting costs.  
Balance - 752.24. 
 

New Move-Ins to the Neighborhood 
If you just moved in (or have a newly moved-in neighbor) and 
would like to receive our welcoming newcomer 'information 
sheets', please contact Jean Kent 896-7291. THANKS, and 
welcome to the neighborhood! 
 

Upcoming CHNA Dates 
1) Summer Dessert Meeting: Monday, July 18, Homestead  
    Park, south end. 
 

2) Bi-Annual Garage Sale: Friday, July 22 and Saturday, 
     July 23, optional Sunday, July 24. 
 

3) CHNA Neighborhood Cleanup: Saturday, July 30, 8 to  
    12:30, Mountain View H.S. parking lot (the chipper will be  
     coming). 
 

 
Thank you to all of our dedicated newsletter 

distributors - you help make Cascade 
Highlands a great place to live!  Thank 

you to Judy and Dick Bird, Eileen and Joe 
Blackman, Gary Bohman, Dave Bush, Joe Byrne, Rosenna and 
Ken Cheng, Cecil Davies, Marion Dittman, Son Do, Julie Dunn, 
Jim Hoover and Shareefah Abdullah, Ann Horstman, Brenda 
Jensen, Erika Johnson, Jean Kent, Larry and Carol Kirk, Annette 
Leone, Peggy Liang,Yu-Ying Liu, Sheila McKay, Elise Miller, Doug 
Mineau, Holly Orr, Pat Poe, Diane Pudans, Ron and Shirley 
Royer, Barbara Scherr, Steve Schmidlkofer, Marianne Stein, Jim 
Strouse, Mike Stroy, Anne Vitort and Bill Wilton for helping with 
the last newsletter.   

 
 
 

C.H.N.A. LEADERSHIP 

Chair 
Jean Kent 896-7291  
jeaken@pacifier.com 
 

Vice-Chair 
Gary Bohman 254-2009 
pegarma@aol.com 

 
Treasurer 
Nathalie Pinzone 
 
Secretary 
Mark Johnson 260-9140 
 
City Liaison 
Antoinette Gasbarre 619-1008 
antoinettegasbarre@ 
ci.vancouver.wa.us 
 

Newsletter Editor             
Mark Johnson 260-9140 

 
Newsletter Distributor             
Erika Johnson 260-9140 

 
Website Coordinator 
Dan West  
dan@westofnorthwest.org  
 
Neighborhood Policing Officer 
Corporal Charlie Ford  
487-7540  
Charlie.ford@cityofvancouver.us  
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Mailbox Vandalism 
Around Veteran’s Day eve, 
several neighbor’s mailboxes 
were vandalized.  This was an 

unhappy and frustrating 
experience for the mailbox 

owners.  If you have any information regarding 
this situation, please contact Neighborhood 
Police Officer Charlie Ford at 487-7540 or 
Charlie.ford@cityofvancouver.us. 
 

Note: If you ever want to post information for 
your neighbors regarding topics such as this, 
you may use our website’s “Discussions 
Section”.  Please remember that this option is 
for topics of general interest for our entire 
neighborhood association, and is not for 
personal views or information.  
 

How to Safeguard Your Mail 
In an ongoing effort to increase crime 
prevention and reduce crime, the Vancouver 
Police Department is reminding citizens to 
protect themselves from mail theft by 
increasing their neighborhood's crime-watch 
skills, especially around community mailboxes. 
If a mailbox does not lock or a mailbox theft 
has occurred in the past, citizens may want to 
consider getting a secured post office box. 
Thieves will often hit areas multiple times where 
they have successfully stolen in the past. 
 

It's important to pick up mail each day shortly 
after it's delivered if you can. If your area has a 
Neighborhood Watch program, recruit a trusted 
neighbor who has a clear view of the 
community mailboxes to keep an eye out for 
suspicious activity around the boxes after mail 
or parcels are delivered.  
 

If you or someone you know becomes the 
victim of mail theft, please contact the police 
and report it right away. Victims of mail theft 
should also run a credit report to insure there is 
no unauthorized activity on their credit or bank 
accounts. If mail theft leads to Identity Theft, 
please report it to law enforcement immediately 
and contact your credit agencies and banks. 
 

For more information on prevention of mail 
theft and other crime prevention strategies, 
visit the Vancouver Police Department online at 
www.vanpolice.org under Safety and Crime 
Prevention-Neighborhood Safety. 
Contact Info: Kim Kapp, Vancouver Police 
Department Public Information Coordinator, 
487-7490 or kim.kapp@cityofvancouver.us. 

How to Report an Abandoned 
Vehicle or Compliance Issue   
The number has changed for reporting 
abandoned vehicles (Parking Enforcement) left 
‘parked’ on a street: it’s now 487-8653.  If you 
have a Code Compliance issue, the reporting 
number is 487-7810.  Note: these are recorded 
messages (you won’t speak with a real person). 
 

Graffiti 
Graffiti is done without permission and is 
considered vandalism. Gang graffiti is also a 
concern. In both cases, graffiti will attract more 
of the same if it is left in place. It creates a 
perception that the area where it is found is 
unsafe. For these reasons it is important to 
address it as soon as it is observed. 
What should you do if you see graffiti?  Follow 
the suggested steps of RECORD, REPORT and 
REMOVE. The Vancouver Police Department web 
page offers more important information. 
Thank you for doing what you can to help.  

 

Vehicle Licensing 
Reminder 
You must register your 
vehicle in Washington if 
you are a resident of 
Washington State and 

own and operate a vehicle on public roadways. 
If you are a new resident, you must register 
your vehicle within 30 days of becoming a 
resident.  If you are a resident here and 
purchase a vehicle in another state with the 
intention of driving it on a Washington roadway, 
you must register your vehicle immediately.  
 

Huge ‘Puddles’ on Mill Plain  
If you’ve driven on Mill Plain east of Parkcrest 
during our recent rainstorms, you’ve 
undoubtedly noticed that the catch basins on 
both sides of the street are not accepting the 
runoff water at a fast enough rate.  There is 
nothing clogging the drains but instead the dry-
wells and drain-fields that the water drains to 
(which are under the trees in the center 
median) are “sick”: the drain-fields will no 
longer perk or infiltrate the water into the 
ground.  The city’s Surface Water engineering 
group is aware of this issue and is looking at 
what they can do to fix the problem.  The best 
we can do for now is to believe the “High 
Water” signs and drive slowly through the 
flooded water. 
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Maintaining 
Homestead Park 
By Jean Kent 
 

Unfortunately, the parks 
department budget has 
been slashed.  As a result, 
come this spring when the 

grass starts growing, the grass will not be 
mowed.  Come the rain-less summertime, the 
grass will not be watered.  The only care the 
city will be able to give is to minimally nurture 
the foliage so it will not die, and also to empty 
the garbage cans (We hope that park 
garbage/litter service will not be interrupted nor 
significantly altered in 2011, but will be 
receiving confirmation on that soon.)  
 

Having nearby neighbors care for and maintain  
Homestead Park sounds good,  but is 
complicated by many factors such as: volunteer 
fatigue, liability issues, organization of the 
volunteers, and responsibility. 
 

The following is a statement we received from 
the parks department which gives you an 
overview of the situation. 

“Vancouver’s grounds maintenance staff is 
responsible for: 83 parks (517 acres); 10 open 
space properties (48 acres); 57 special 
properties such as city facilities, water stations, 
fire stations, and an airpark (205 acres); three 
cemeteries (70 acres); 72 miles of trails and 
walks; and 577 miles of streets, many with 
medians (103 acres total); 108 acres of shrub 
beds; and an estimated 13,058 trees. 

Grounds maintenance staff has been cut from 
30 to 14 employees.  Additionally there will be 
future budget cuts.” 
 

What this means to us CHNA’ers, is that our 
park will not be maintained.  Additionally, if you 
live where your back fence faces a public street, 
you will be responsible for maintaining the area 
between your fence and the street.  This applies 
particularly to people living in Homestead Acres, 
Homestead Place, Morningside, and along 159th 
Ave. north of the park.  Please assume the 
responsibility for trimming the bushes, raking 
and picking up the leaves and branches, and 
‘deleting’ the litter.  If your neighbor is disabled 
or elderly, please consider maintaining his/her 
beyond-the-back-fence area also.  Thanks for 
your consideration: in the end, we’re all 
responsible for how our neighborhood looks. 

Why the City Can’t Afford to 
Maintain Homestead Park 
Washington voters passed two property tax-
limiting measures Referendum 47 in 1998 and 
Initiative 747 in 2001.  There’s less new 
construction (sales tax and development fees).  
In general, costs go up 6%/year and revenues 
increase 4%/year meaning that expenses must 
be cut by 2% each year, despite increased 
population (and thus more need for services).  
For more information on the city’s budget you 
may consult: www.cityofvancouver.us/budget. 
 

Errant Driver Clobbers Tree/Fence 
A driver missed the curve on Parkcrest, drove 
over the curb, banged into one of our 
neighborhood’s young trees, and wiped out 20 
feet of fence.  We had to remove the damaged 
tree (its bark was scraped off for a good 3 feet) 
and replace it with a new ‘baby’ tree, as well as 
install new bark chips.  The land owner had to 
replace his fence.  Note: the driver had no 
insurance to pay for these repairs nor did he  
pay when requested.   
 

Public Garden? 
A new entity has taken over the old Health 
Experience building so there is no news to 
report about developing a public garden on the 
property between GoodWill and the gym. 
 
 

Trees - Newly Planted and 
Benefits Thereof 
Our neighborhood planting 
was quite modest this year, 
only 10 trees were planted on 

a chilly November Saturday 
morning.  However the 
camaraderie was warm and we 

had a good time planting the young saplings.  
What good things come from trees? 
Conservation: Tree shade can cut your energy 
costs by 35% during the summer.  Health: 
Trees clean our air, water, and soil.  [A new 
U.S. Forest Service study in Portland even links 
tree-lined neighborhoods with healthy 
newborns.]  Community: Tree-lined streets 
calm and slow traffic.  Money even ‘grows’ on 
trees!  Planting trees on your property can add 
$7,000 to the value of your home. 
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Recyclingest 
Neighborhood Training 
There will be three morning 
sessions which include a tour of 

the newly updated transfer 
station;  March 23, March 24, and 

March 26 from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. at the West 
Van Material Recovery Center.   There is also 
one evening session which will be March 31 
from 6:30 - 8:30 at the PUD Electric Center 
(1200 Ft. Vancouver Way).  Please call or email 
Jean Kent to reserve a spot.  This is a great 
program which is really interesting and you’ll 
learn a lot, plus, by attending, you’ll help earn 
some money for the neighborhood association.  
I, Jean Kent, have attended these trainings 
every year since they started this program and 
I always pick up at least one new recycling tip! 
 

Recycling Tips 
Yes - plastic bottles, butter/cottage 
cheese/yogurt tubs, plastic nursery pots, plastic 
buckets in the blue roll cart. 
No - window glass, ceramics or light bulbs in 
the glass bins. 
Yes - clean metal cans, foil, pie plates, (i.e. no 
food) 
No - plastic lids or block foam (there are 
monthly block foam dump sites - at Fisher’s 
Landing Bus parking lot or at Clark College) in 
the blue bin. 
 

Save Metal for Ralph! 
Our annual cleanup will be July 30th and we will 
again have Ralph present to recycle our metal.  
If you have the room, save your metallic 
objects for the cleanup.  If you have too much 
and need it picked up now, call Jean Kent (896-
7291) and she’ll get you in touch with Ralph. 
 

Coupons, Coupons, Coupons 
The city will not be distributing tire and yard 
debris coupons in the spring like it has in the 
past; however, the coupons will be available 
through your garbage bills, not through this 
newsletter.  If you do not receive garbage bills 
yet have some tires to get rid of, please contact 
Elsie Deatherage at solid waste services. 
 

The city is again sponsoring the pick up of non-
working major appliances.  Call 619-4120 after 
March 1 to schedule the pickup date (which will 
be on April 5, 12, 19 or 26). 
 

CERT Classes Offered 
When disaster strikes YOU and your 
neighborhood will be on your own. Community 
Emergency Response Teams (CERT) provides a 
positive and realistic approach to emergency 
and disaster situations where citizens’ actions 
can make a difference. 
 

Spring classes are beginning soon. They will be 
held on Thursday evenings starting on February 
10th until March 24th, with a final drill on 
Saturday March 26th. All for one low price of 
$30.  
 

Please consider taking this important training 
and encouraging others in your neighborhood to 
do the same. 
 

Questions? Call: Sheila Stark - (360) 901-7288 
Captain Bob Smith  -  (360)  487-7211 
 

Air Quality and Wood/Pellet 
Stoves 
The wood stove curtailments do affect pellet 
stoves as they are considered solid fuel burning 
devices. For residents with pellet stoves, a 
Stage 1 curtailment is a voluntary measure. A 
Stage 2 curtailment would be mandatory, 
unless of course your pellet stove is your sole 
source of heat.   
 

If you would like to be notified of any wood 
stove curtailments or air pollution advisories, 
you can sign-up for the e-mail list on The 
Southwest Clean Air Agency’s website at 
www.swcleanair.org.   You may speak with 
Kathy Finkle, Public Information Specialist, who 
is eager to help you. 
 

11815 NE 99th Street, Suite 1294 
Vancouver, WA  98682 
360-574-3058, ext. 39 

 
Our newsletters can be viewed on line if you prefer that 
method.  Either go to the city of Vancouver website 
(http://www.cityofvancouver.us/Default.asp) and follow the 
links through our community, neighborhoods, office of 
neighborhoods, to neighborhood associations, or use our 
direct link 
www.neighborhoodlink.com/vancouver/cascadehighlands. 
 
 
The City of Vancouver supports the Neighborhood Associations in 
their effort to share vital information with residents to create a more 
informed public.  However,  the information provided and the 
opinions and views expressed in Neighborhood Association 
newsletters or other documents, do not necessarily represent the 
position of the City of Vancouver, nor does the City determine 
whether the information published is accurate or appropriate. 
 
Printed by the City of Vancouver Office of Neighborhoods    



 

NEIGHBORHOOD Resource Directory  
CITY WEBSITE: WWW.CITYOFVANCOUVER.US  
COUNTY WEBSITE: WWW.CLARK.WA.GOV  
STATE OF WASHINGTON WEBSITE: 
WWW.ACCESS.WA.GOV 
FREQUENTLY ASKED-FOR NUMBERS 
EMERGENCY SERVICES (24 HOURS) 
...... Police, Fire, and Medical 9-1-1 
…..Report a Crime 
 https://crimereports.clark.wa.gov/ 
...... Sewer Repair Emergencies 693-9302 (24 hrs) 
...... Traffic Signals not working 693-9302 (24 hrs) 
...... Water Main breaks 693-9302 (24 hrs) 
GENERAL CITY SERVICES 
….. CONTACT US (CITY OF VANCOUVER)  
HTTP://WWW.CITYOFVANCOUVER.US/CONTACTS.ASP 
...... Fire Information 487-7212 
...... Fire Prevention 487-7241 
...... Burning (not allowed in city limits) 574-3058 (Info) 
......  397-2375 (Permits) 
...... Garbage, recycling & yard debris 619-4120 
...... General Information 487-8000 
...... Police Information 487-7355(West) 
......  487-7500 (East) 

...... Sewer Connections 696-8020 

...... Urban Forestry 487-8323 

...... Water-Sewer Billing, Customer Srv. 487-7999 
CARS, STREETS, AND PARKING 
...... Abandoned Vehicle Complaints 487-8653 
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/upload/images/DRS/filecomplain
t.pdf  
...... Parking - Questions 487-8650 
...... Parking – Complaint Line 487-8653 
…..Parking- Ticket Payments 
http://parking.cityofvancouver.us/ebusiness/cmn/index.aspx 
...... Park Maintenance 696-8177  
...... Pothole Repair 696-8177 
...... Sidewalk repair (responsibility of the abutting property 

owner)  
...... Street cleaning,/light-out, maintenance   696-8177 
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/servicerequest.asp 
...... Sidewalk right-of-way issues 487-7729 
...... Traffic calming 487-7729
...... Traffic complaint hotline 487-7402 
CITIZEN ASSISTANCE AND INFORMATION 
...... Animal Control & Noise Complaints 397-2488 
...... Cable TV Complaints 487-8702 
...... Code Compliance Hotline  487-7810 
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/upload/images/DRS/filecomplaint.pdf 
...... CVTV – Clark/Vancouver Television  487-8702 
...... Job Hotline  619-1017 
...... Junk & Junk Vehicles on Private Prop.     487-7810 
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/upload/images/DRS/filecomplaint.pdf 
...... Office of Neighborhoods 487.8608 

 
HOMELESS SHELTERS & ASSISTANCE 
.......Share Emergency Shelter  695-9677 
.......Emergency Shelter Clearinghouse  695-9677 
.......PDX Housing Enrichment Resources  503-721-6760 
PARKS, RECREATION, AND EVENTS FACILITIES 
......Class Registration  
  Marshall Center                  487-7077 
  Firstenburg Community Center    487-7001 
.......General Parks Information  487-8311 
.......Park Res. for Lewisville, Leverich, Vanc Lake 487-8323 
.......Reservations for Esther Short, Waterworks and Vancouver 

Landing Parks, Turtle Place  487-8630 
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/parks-

recreation/events/specialevents.asp  
……Reservations for the Water Center   487-7111 
.......Special Use Permits for large groups  619-1123 
PERMITS, LICENSES AND DEVELOPMENT 
HTTP://WWW.CITYOFVANCOUVER.US/BUILDPERMITS.ASP?MENUID=10463&SUBMENUID

&ITEMID=17515 
......Assessments and Liens  397-2391 
......Block Party/Street Use Permits  487-7729 
......Building Permits  487-7800 
http://permits.cityofvancouver.us/ 
.......Building Inspections  619-1200 
......Business Licenses  487-8410 X3 
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/businesslicense.asp? 
......Long-term Right-of-Way Permits  487-7729 
......Planning and Zoning  487-7800 
......Signs, Commercial  487-7800 
......Special Event Permits  487-8630 
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/parks-

recreation/events/special_events_permit_application.pdf 
___________________________________________________________ 

OUTSIDE AGENCIES 
.......Amtrak Station  694-7307 
.......Bonneville Power Admin. (BPA)  800-282-3713 
.......Burlington Northern  800-795-2673 
.......Call Before You Dig  800-424-5555 
.......Clark County Bar Association  695-5975 
…..Community Mediation Services  619-1148 
.......CMS.clarkcounty@gmail.com  
.......Consumer Resource Center  759-2150 
.......Coordinated Legal Education Advice and Referral (CLEAR) 
.......  888-201-1014 
.......C.P.U. & Energy Assistance Programs   992-3000 
https://www.clarkpublicutilities.com/paymentoptions 
.......C-TRAN (Customer Assistance)   695-0123 
.......C-VAN (Cust. Assistance/Scheduling)  695-8918 
.......Ft Vancouver Regional Library - Main  695-1561 
…..Ft Vancouver Regional Library- Cascade Park  256-7782 
.......Information & Referral (2-1-1)  694-8899 
.......Northwest Natural Gas  571-5465 
…..PDX Noise Concerns – Port of Portland   800-938-6647 
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...... PDXNoise@portofportland.com 
.......Voter’s Registration- County  397-2345 
http://wei.secstate.wa.gov/osos/en/voterinformation/Pages/Regi
stertoVote.aspx 
...... Waste Connections                                      892-5370 
______________________________________________
STATE OF WASHINGTON 
...... Information  800-321-2808
...... Atty General Consumer Protection  759-2150 
...... Auto Licensing, Downtown  397-2288 
...... Auto Licensing, East  892-1877 
…...Auto Licensing, North                                 695-2122 
...... Children & Family Services  993-7900 
...... Dept. of Social & Health Services  877-501-2233 
...... Ecology Dept., Vanc. Field Ofc  690-7171 
...... Employment Security (Work Source)  735-5000 
...... Fish & Wildlife, Regional Center  696-6211 
...... State Patrol (Emergency, dial 911)  260-6333 
...... SW Clean Air Agency (Burning Info)  574-3058 
...... Transp. (WSDOT), SW Region  905-2000 
...... Vehicle Emissions Testing Info.  800-272-3780 
…..WA State Business Licensing,(SW WA ofc)  256-2060 
http://www.dol.wa.gov/forms/700028fillable.pdf 
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