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Front Office: sterling@comsource72.com  
Newsletter – June 2010
President’s Corner

The replacement of the elevator panels is a priority and the Board is pursuing various alternatives.  We will be consulting with an interior designer for guidance. The panels are expensive and careful consideration must be given to any changes made. I will update the community at Board meetings and via our newsletter.  
I look forward to seeing you at our BBQ on June 13th.
Board of Directors’ Notes 

The following is a summary of the HOA Board meeting on 5/25/2010 (Committee reports are summarized under the individual Committees):
The Board president acknowledged receipt of a petition related to the revision of the Pet Rule that was passed at the April meeting.  The rule revision implemented a 25-pound pet weight limit to be applied to new pets with a “grandfather clause” exempting current pet owners from the new provision. The president noted that, in the opinion of legal counsel, the petition failed to meet the requirements of the HOA Bylaws to call a special meeting of the HOA for the purpose of voting on the revised rules.  The Board will provide a summary of the deficiencies in the petition to the homeowners who submitted the petition.  In the meantime, the Board is considering other options to resolve the dispute.

Proposal for Designated Pet Area:  The Board is considering designating an outdoor area for dog owners to take their pets for the call of nature.  The pocket park behind the Sterling, which is a “roof-top” green space built on top of the commercial parking garage, is specifically designed with limited drainage to enable the trees and plantings to grow.  As such, it is not designed for adequate dispersal of pet urine.  Therefore, this area would be designated pet free.  The Board noted, however, that it is sensitive to concerns of dog owners regarding walking their pets at night along Old Georgetown Road or Rockville Pike.  Accordingly, the designated pet area would be on Sterling property. One of the areas under consideration is the grassy area along side of the convenience store. The Pet Rule will be revised to include the designated pet area and will be presented for a formal vote at the June meeting.

Fitness Center Rule Changes:  Complaints regarding trainers in the Sterling Fitness Center were discussed at the March Board meeting.  The Board voted to impose certain restrictions on the use of trainers by residents in the fitness center to be reviewed after a two-month trial period.  The restrictions include: (1) requirement for trainers to register at the front desk upon arrival, (2)  requirement for the Sterling resident to meet the trainer at the front desk, (3) trainers may not work with more than two people at a time, (4)  aerobic exercise not involving the fitness center equipment is not permitted, (5) no trainer may use the Sterling Fitness Center for his or her own purposes, and (6) trainers must sign out with the resident when the training session is over.  After a brief discussion it was agreed that the rules as adopted at the March meeting should remain in place. 

Committee Vacancies:  Both the House Committee and the Social Committee are seeking volunteers to fill vacancies.  Interested homeowners should submit their names and contact information to the front desk. 

Communications Committee
The old Sterling website has been discontinued and the new website is fully operational. If you haven’t already done so, you must request admission to the website by emailing Joe Canellas at sterling@comsource72.com.  You will then be given a password and be invited to use the web site.  As of last count, we have less than 60 members.  If you want to know what is happening at the Sterling, join the website and become informed. 
Budget and Finance Committee
The Budget and Finance Committee did not meet in May, but Committee members individually reviewed the April financial statements. The Association closed the books in April with net revenue of   $13,207. The consolidated financial statements are now posted on the Sterling website at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/sterlingcondo/. The Committee plans to meet with the collections attorney within the next week or two to review all options available to the Association to collect overdue HOA fees.
House Committee
The House Committee reviewed all Swimming Pool Season 2010 documents before they were distributed to owners and residents in May.  
At the May Board meeting, the Committee recommended that two amendments be added to the Pet Rules.  The first amendment prohibits pets from the courtyard/patio area.  The second amendment states that pets are only permitted to urinate or defecate in the ‘Pet Designated Area’ which is located to the side next to the Gallery.  
The fitness center rules are also being updated to include guidelines for personal fitness trainers.

Howard Quach has resigned from the House Committee.  We appreciate his valuable participation and dedication to making the Sterling a wonderful community. The Committee is seeking a replacement.  Unit Owners interested in joining the Committee are encouraged to complete the House Committee Information Form which can be obtained from the Management Office or can be downloaded from http://groups.yahoo.com/group/sterlingcondo.   Completed forms are due to the Management Office by Friday, June 11. 
Social Committee

Mark your calendars…because you are invited to a barbecue! Summer officially kicks off at The Sterling on Sunday, June 13th from 1-4pm. The Social Committee will be hosting the first event of 2010 and we want to see you there. Come and meet your neighbors, enjoy good conversation, fun activities and sing along to Karaoke. Food, beverages and desserts will be served. Remember to RSVP by June 6th at the front desk. Rain or shine we will see you on the 13th at 1pm!

Management Notes
Residents and their guests are not permitted to park in the retail garage without prior written approval from the owner of the parking spaces.  Any parking violations will result in the immediate removal of the vehicle without any attempt of notification to the vehicle’s owner.  All expenses incurred by the removal of such vehicle will be the responsibility of the occupant or operator of the vehicle.
In accordance with the Montgomery County Fire regulations, parking spaces may be used for the purpose of parking vehicles provided they do not extend beyond the parking space into traffic lanes.  No vehicle should protrude outside of the white lines of the parking space. It is also not permitted for a parked vehicle to protrude beyond the columns of the parking space in such a way that the vehicle limits normal traffic flow through the parking garage. 
Anything stored in the parking garage is a violation of this rule and items may be removed, towed, or discarded without notice.  No remuneration shall be due or given for such items that are removed and/or discarded pursuant to this rule. The parking spaces are monitored on a daily basis. We would appreciate compliance with these rules.
Calendar

	Date
	Event

	Monday, June 14 at 7:00 p.m.
	House Committee, Club Room

	Tuesday, June 15 at 7:00 p.m.
	Finance Committee Meeting, Club Room

	Thursday, June 24 at 7:00 p.m. (date change)
	HOA Board Meeting, Club Room

	Monday, June 28 at 7:00 p.m. 
	Communications Committee

	Wednesday, July 7 at 7:30 p.m.
	Social Committee Meeting, Club Room


