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Monthly Newsletter 

Summer 2010 
(This newsletter will be available online at www.neighborhoodlink.com/brooklyn/bswa by 

08/20/10).  Everyone is invited to attend the Beverley Square West monthly meeting, which is 

held early in the month, except no meeting in July and August.  

 

A Victorian Flatbush community 

-------*BSW Meeting, Monday, 9/13, 8 pm at 261 

Argyle Road- Agenda on page 4.  Come at 7:30 for 

snacks and wine.-------------------------------- 

From Co-President Bob Pandolfo: 

I hope everyone is having a good summer. 

Private Security:  The fiscal year for private security ended on June 30.  Your support is critical for this service 
to continue.  Please renew or sign up this month.  To arrange payment ($475) or for any other questions, 
please call Glenn at 917-348-1704. 

Watering Restrictions:  Please note that the normal (non-drought) restrictions are: No hoses or sprinklers 
between 11 am and 7 pm.  Here’s the nyc.gov link:  
http://nyc.gov/html/dep/html/residents/waterrest_wide.shtml 

New Street Trees:  If you want a tree planted, call 311 or on the web at http://www.nyc.gov/freetree. You can 
even request a tree for your neighbor.  

Newsletter by e-mail/ web: If you currently receive a paper copy of this newsletter, and wish to receive only 
the electronic version, please send me an e-mail at robert.pandolfo@gmail.com and include your name and 
street address.  For those already receiving the newsletter and other info electronically, please keep Bob 
informed of any change in your e-mail address. 
 

Suggestions:  If you have any ideas for BSW's newsletter or meetings, please call Bob at 347-578-4146 or   

e-mail robert.pandolfo@gmail.com. 

Argyle/Beverley traffic light: Due in late September. 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

In the Garden Corner        by Vera Julia Gordon 

 August/September.  We go from high summer to the autumnal equinox on September 22 when fall 

officially begins.  Days are already appreciably shorter. 

 We had a rainy spring with luxuriant growth, but summer has brought drought compounded by high 

temperatures (Note that NYC is not officially in a drought-Ed.).  Some days the breezes have helped to cool 

us, but they also have wicked moisture from plants and soil.  Predictions of “chance of isolated showers” have 

given some places heavy, brief, rains, but we have had very occasional brief showers which have not provided 

the deep watering needed.  This may change, of course, especially as we are approaching peak hurricane 

season.  Meanwhile, soaker hoses, run for a least an hour, are much more beneficial than “stand up” watering. 

 Trees which put out abundant leaves in spring are losing them rapidly in the drought, especially plane 

trees/sycamores.  Oaks produced a bumper crop of acorns which are now dropping like a fusillade, helped by 

wind and squirrels, ouch!  Some cultures harvest acorns and make flour; in other places they are animal 

fodder, especially for pigs.  Here it is squirrels, and lots of sprouting oaks in the next year. 

 The oak sprouts are weeds, and need to be pulled or cut.  Most weeks are tough native plants and 

need to be removed.  Wild violets may be charming in the lawn in spring, but they spread and are weeks to be 

removed.  This year I have been seeing much wild oxalis which looks a bit like clover, but has tiny yellow 

flowers.  Pull and compost.  If you first wet down the area, it is easier to get weeds out. 

 The heat and lack of water has meant many plant losses; some will not be apparent until next spring 

when perennials will not sprout.  Every gardener has a tale of woe, of plants lost, maybe lost, damaged, etc…. 

Slugs are enjoying hosta and other juicy leaves.  Scatted crushed egg shells around their favorite foods, and 

set beer traps.  Tomatoes are variable, depending on variety, site, watering.  Many varieties do not like hot 

weather. 

 The plant catalogs are beginning to arrive.  In this heat most people are not exactly in the mood to 

order spring bulbs and plants, but do it so you will get the varieties you want.  However, when you order, 

consider your energy level and your back.  Reputable growers will not ship until the proper planting time.  In 

our area that is basically late September and October. 

 It is also allergy season.  Very few people are affected by goldenrod; it is the inconspicuous ragweed 

that causes the problem.  Powdering dry leaves can also create problems of sneezing and watery eyes.   

 If you were in the country with clear skies and no glare from city lights I hope your was the Perseid 

meteor showers (August 11-12), especially brilliant after midnight in the moonless sky.  The August new moon 

of August 9 ushered in Ramadan on the 11th.  The full moon (the sturgeon moon) will be August 24.  Once 

upon a time, there were large sturgeon in the Hudson and other rivers as they returned from the sea to spawn.  

The September new moon with be September 8 and it ushers in Rosh Hashanah.  The September full moon is 

September 23 and is the harvest moon.  The harvest moon rises before sunset, about 6:00 pm on September 

22 and continues to rise early for the next few days, which is how it got its name, for farmers could harvest by 

moonlight. 

 Low in the west at sunset are Mars, Saturn, and Venus.  Jupiter is high in the sky at midnight and is 

quite brilliant (brighter than it has been since 1963!).  In mid-September Uranus and Neptune will be very near 

Jupiter, but you will need binoculars or a telescope to see Uranus and Nepture. 
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CY 2010 LIST OF BEVERLEY SQUARE WEST DUES PAYING MEMBERS (JANUARY 1, 2010 – 

DECEMBER 31, 3010) AS OF AUGUST 10, 2010 

 

ARGYLE ROAD:  Johnson-Hunt; Hittman; Rubman; Gordon; Tyroler/Clemens; Epstein/Hefferen; Soffian; 

Prather; Bonadonna; Wong; Pesso/Shapiro; Eiss; Zagare/Smith; Rosenberg/Siegel; Wahrman; Henry; 

Zirofsky; Shaw; Lozada;Berman; Fischman; Willerman; McPherson; Carver/Ryland 

BEVERLEY ROAD:  Aranda; Gross; Woolever/Krainin; Ver Eecke; Curtis; Joseph; Cherkis; El Noel; Popkin 

MARLBOROUGH ROAD:  Bilanow; Blaine; Borbolla; Mallay; Bowman; Troy/Iozzio; Taylor/Boucaud; 

Addington; McGowan; Garfinkel; Wendroff 

RUGBY ROAD:  Herman/Nevermann; Del Quaglio; Rosenberg; Hertzog/Jabinsky; Turoff; Andreana; Cahn; 

Gross/Kaczmarczyk; Hannigan/Whelan; Fallon/Hunter; Moed/Nelson; Bellivan; Wertheimer; Tishcoff; T. Smith; 

Whelan; Landberg; DeFreitas/Walters; Schomer/Wolk; Moore/Fredericson; Bryan 

STRATFORD ROAD:  Wolin; Pandolfo; Landy/Colen; Speranza; Bell/McKinley; Wilde; Kennedy/Shain; Grady; 

Parella; Rosenberg; Sexton; McVicker 

WESTMINSTER ROAD:  Rickets/Taylor; Trachtman/Dassinger; La Marita; Mintz; Corvington; Ellis; 

Mangiacapre; Cheung; Jaffee/Warshawsky; Trachtman/Dassinger; Campbell; Hodge; Hohman/Silverman 

SLOCUM PLACE:  Varon 

TOTAL –87 (out of 305 houses, est.) 

I apologize for any misspellings of names. If you think that I made a mistake in omitting your name, please call 

me at (718) 469-6633. Thank you for your continued support of our community organization.  Your dues 

support a variety of community organizations and activities.   

--------BEVERLEY SQUARE WEST ASSOCIATION DUES FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2010 (Jan-Dec)  BSW 
membership dues are payable on a fiscal year basis.  All 2010 dues are due now.  Dues are $20.00.  Please fill 
out the form below and mail it today with your check made out to Beverley Square West Association to Miriam 
Rubman, BSW Treasurer, 261 Argyle Road, Brooklyn, NY  11218.  Thank you for your continued support of 
our beautiful neighborhood.  If you have any questions, please call me at 718-469-6633. 
 

 
Name (s)________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________ 

Phone___________________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________ 

Comments__________________________________________________________________



4 

 

BSW Minutes: June 7, 2010 (recorded by Miriam Rubman, edited by Bob Pandolfo) 

 
P.S. 139 Playground Issues:  The BSW schoolyard subcommittee, will try to set up a meeting with Mary 
McDonald, the principal, during the summer to discuss playground issues (This meeting is tentatively set for 
the end of August-Ed).  Once a schedule of hours and days is established, the police can arrest trespassers.  
Making sure the gates are locked at the appropriate time is the responsibility of the school custodian.  In the 
meantime, authorization was given to send a letter to Councilman Eugene discussing BSW’s concerns 
regarding safety and security.  The basketball hoops are a done deal. Ellen and John each presented draft 
letters.  BSW voted to use Ellen’s letter.  Update:  A meeting was held at Councilman Eugene’s office with 
representatives from BSW.  We asked for more money to make a portion of the fence adjacent to the library, 
which is much shorter, higher.  Two permanent basketball hoops have already been installed. 
 
Police Report:  Sgt. Scotto, Lt. Bourne, Officers Walker and Monck were made aware of illicit activities in the 
schoolyard at night.  Sgt. Scotto stated that the school should post a schedule citing the hours and days of 
opening and closing; then the police can arrest anyone for trespassing.  In the meantime, citizens were 
advised to call 311 or 911 if the gates are closed.  Burglaries; one house on Argyle was egged, one house on 
Marlborough was egged 3 times, one 14 year old was nabbed for committing 3 neighborhood robberies and 
one older man is being sought for one burglary.  There was a stabbing in front of Salahi’s and the police are 
watching this location.  Cabs can park on public streets, but school buses are not allowed on public streets 
unless they belong to the school.  Call 311 to report unauthorized vehicles; call 911 to report crimes and fill out 
a police report. 
 
Security Patrol:  Glenn reminded us that the new contract starts in July and he needs volunteers for 
collections.  Please make your check out to BSW for $475 and drop or mail to Glenn ASAP.  Miriam suggested 
a payment plan but this was tabled until the September meeting. 
 
Landmarking:  Bob informed us that Chris is resigning as BSW’s landmarks chairperson.  No replacement as 
yet. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Miriam did not give the treasurer’s report due to the long time spent on the schoolyard 
issue. If you want information, please contact her at 718-469-6633. 
 
Agenda for September meeting: 

1- State Senator Kevin Parker – 10 minutes. 

2- PS 139 Schoolyard changes – 15 minutes. 

3- Landmarking- 5 minutes. 

4- Treasurer’s report – 5 minutes.      

5- Other business – 15 minutes. 

Here is a list of our block representatives:  Stratford/Beverley- Bob Pandolfo, 214, Tel 347-578-4146, 
Westminster- Audrey Campbell, 297, 718-282-5937/ Janice Hamann, 330, 718-287-5408, Argyle- Jack 
Rubman, 261, Tel 718-469-6633, Rugby- Tom Montuori, 306, Tel 718-287-6502, Marlborough-Sally Bowman-
Schneider  


