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Burglary Prevention Tips


Inexpensive efforts can prevent your home from being a crime scene.


Decatur Police Department


Burglars search for a home that can easily, quickly, and silently entered. The following tips may help make your home less attractive to a prospective burglar.


Make your home occupied, and make it difficult to break in.


Lock all outside doors and windows before you leave the house or go to bed. Even if it is for a short absence, lock your doors.


Leave your lights on when you go out. If you are going to be away for a length of time, use automatic timers to turn lights on in the evening and off during the day.


Keep your garage door closed and locked.


Don't allow newspapers or mail to accumulate while you are away. Make arrangements with a friend or trusted neighbor while you are away.


Don't Tempt a Thief


Lawn mower, barbecue grills, and bicycles are best stored out of sight.


Always lock your garden sheds and garages.


Use curtains on garage and basement windows.


Never leave notes on your door such as "Gone shopping."


Never leave a message on your answering machine telling people you are away from home.


Check Your Locks


Check your locks on doors and windows and replace them with secure devices as necessary.


Pushbutton locks on doorknobs are easy for burglars to open. Install deadbolt locks on all your outside doors.


Sliding glass doors are vulnerable. Patio doors can be secured by placing a metal rod or a wooden rod in the track. You can install vertical security bolts.


Change locks immediately if your keys are lost or stolen.


When moving into a new home, have all locks changed.


Targeting the Outside:


Have adequate exterior lighting. A motion-sensitive light is recommended for backyards.


Trim trees and shrubs so that they cannot be used as hiding places for intruders.


Alarm Systems:


An alarm system is excellent for home security. It provides peace of mind to homeowners, especially while on vacation.


Make several inquiries to different companies for the best security system available to you.


If you have a home alarm system, use it!  Alarm systems are only useful when you remember to activate them.


Many individuals have alarm systems but do not arm them because it is inconvenient. Many burglars know this and will not be deterred by a window sticker or sign indicating that the home has an alarm system.



































Former Greene's Market Location Demolished


Popular Roach School Student Hangout is torn down, future plans for location unknown at this time


The pavement, fencing and landscape at 2018 E William has changed.


Neglected by an out-of-state owner for years, the old Greene's Food Market building has been razed. The last business in the building was a pawn shop, which closed nearly ten years ago. Now the wrecking ball has done the final act.


Greene's Food Market opened a neighborhood grocery store in the Clokey Park neighborhood in 1931. For over thirty years, the Greene's grocery store provided a convenient location to pick up last minute or emergency groceries and was a popular gathering place for the neighborhood children and its teenagers.  James and Imo Greene operated the store, rarely taking a vacation (except a week's trip to the Bahamas) during forty years of business.  The Greene's retired from the grocery business in September 1971, and sold the building.  


The specialty of the store was penny candy, soft drinks, and fresh cut meat.  As the grocery industry changed, the Greene's adapted to the times. Its location near the Roach Elementary School provided a popular place to purchase sweets and before school lunch programs, a meal.


"We've babysat for kids until school opened in the morning," stated James Greene when interviewed in 1971, just prior to the stores' closing.  


Roach School Future Remains Uncertain


Developer claims ability to renovate, City receives court order to demolish.


Another chapter on the Roach School situation has closed, yet the future development or demolition of the former school remains unclear.


Macon County Circuit Court Judge A.G. Webber IV awarded the city of Decatur an order of demolition in April, 2010.  The court order grants the city to demolish the structure, which has been closed as a public school since 1983.


The property has been in court for several years, including illegal removal and disposal of asbestos. The developer, Decatur Schoolhouse Lofts, has claimed on-going litigation issues have delayed progress and development of the structure as an affordable housing development for working people. The plans also call for some handicap accessible apartments. 


The developer's attorney was granted removal from the case for non-payment of accumulated legal bills from his client.


While the city has been granted a court order to demolish the building, the developer has the right to appeal, and the demolition expense of removing a large building may be cost-prohibitive in the current economic downturn. The city of Decatur would not necessarily receive the property; it would bill the owner for the costs of its demolition, effectively placing a lien against the property
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The Clokey Park Neighbor is the monthly newsletter of the Clokey Park Neighborhood Association.  The Clokey Park Neighborhood Association’s boundaries are Jasper Street on �
the west, East Eldorado Street on the north, 22nd Street on the east, and East Wood Street on the south.  Membership is open to all residents and businesses of the neighborhood, as well as those who support efforts within the neighborhood.


Suggestions, Comments, may be sent to The Clokey Park Neighbor c/o Jason A. Butterick 1953 E Prairie St, Decatur, IL 62521
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The Greene's Food Market at 2018 E William in 1971.





Purpose of Clokey Park Neighborhood Association


to improve the quality of life, proactively address juvenile delinquency, support revitalization and stabilization efforts, and effectively network as residents and neighbors for a better neighborhood.


Calendar of Events


Adopt-A-Street Clean-Up


Clokey Park (1800-1900 E Main)


Saturday, June 26, 2010 9 am


Youth are welcomed to participate. Uniforms and supplies provided.  Volunteers are asked to meet at Clokey Park at 9:00 a.m.  Clean-ups are cancelled when weather is inclement and/or dangerous to volunteers.  Clokey Park Neighborhood Association is responsible for 1200-2000 blocks of East Main and East Prairie Avenue at least 4 times a year.


Monthly Meeting


Clokey Park (Prairie Avenue Christian Church if weather is too hot or Rain)


Monday, June 28, 2010 7 pm


Adopt-A-Street Clean-Up


Clokey Park (1800-1900 E Main)


Saturday, July 24, 2010 9 am


Youth are welcomed to participate. Uniforms and supplies provided.  Volunteers are asked to meet at Clokey Park at 9:00 a.m.  Clean-ups are cancelled when weather is inclement and/or dangerous to volunteers.  Clokey Park Neighborhood Association is responsible for 1200-2000 blocks of East Main and East Prairie Avenue at least 4 times a year.


Monthly Meeting


Clokey Park (Prairie Avenue Christian Church if weather is too hot or Rain)


Monday, July 26, 2010 


7 pm


.





Connect with Your Neighbors On-Line


Clokey Park Neighborhood Association launches its website.


Keep up on your neighborhood with the click of the mouse.


The Clokey Park Neighborhood Association has recently launched its own website through the neighborhoodlink.com website.


You can check housing values, discuss recent events, and find valuable information links to local companies and government websites. A calendar of events is also posted.


Check out our website at www.neighborhoodlink.com/Clokey_Park/home


Look for more items to be added to the site over the next few weeks. Sign up as a Clokey Park Neighbor today!(








REMINDER





This Month's Meeting





MONDAY


June 28, 2010





7 p.m.


Clokey Park (1800-1900 E Main)


Refreshments Served


Decatur Police Present





NEXT MONTH'S MEETING


Monday, July 26, 2010


7 p.m.















