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 The President’s Inbox 
             Bethel Cope–Vega 

Join our Facebook Group!  www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=28996908644 

sm 

June is a busy month for the Wrigley Association, 
starting with membership renewals. Please take a mo-

ment to renew your membership at our next meeting 
on June 7th or through the mail. Quality programs and 

events start with you—help us make them happen! 

It's also election time at one of the city's most dynamic 

neighborhood groups. Candidates for the board are 
listed in this newsletter, please come out on the 7th 

and vote to determine who serves on the board. 

June will also see the streets alive with the 3rd Annual 

Wrigley River Run on June 12th.  The best Pizza in Long 
Beach will be available for you for cheap at the Pizza 

Pig Out on June 11th, get the details inside. 

It has been an honor to serve as the President of this 

organization in the past year, I have seen first hand 
that if everyone agrees to play a small part in an effort 

to improve our neighborhood, we can achieve great-
ness.  Conversely, as Edmund Burke once said “All that 

is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do 
nothing.”  We have great potential in this neighborhood 

and this city, if enough of us heed the call to service, 
we will realize that potential.   

Lastly, some good news:  While we didn’t win the 
$30,000 for Veterans Park, as a result of being one of 

the 10 finalists, our park will get $3,000 worth of equip-
ment from Sears, congrats to Vets Park! 
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Page 2 Taste of Wrigley 

Gavin Mc Kiernan 

Unfortunately I was drawn out of town on business last month and missed the Taste of 

Wrigley’s meeting at Buono’s.  Those who were there tell me it was a great time (no 
surprise there, who has ever had a bad time at Buono’s?). 

For June we will be heading to Pho Long Beach which is in the small plaza at Magnolia 

and Willow.  Come on out on the June 16th and support our local eateries.  There are 
many good reviews of it on Yelp including this one below 

From the outside, you may misjudge the place.  Like they say, never judge a book by it's 
cover.  Very, very quick service. EXQUISITE pho. I usually get the rare stake for $4.95 
(small).  They are very generous with the meat, which is a plus and it's just sooo deli-
cious.  The broth has such a great taste to it, that when I eat pho from somewhere else I 
crave the broth from Pho LB. I honestly would choose this place over any other Pho 
place i've been too. They definitely have my business & this place is my first choice for 

Pho. 

On the third Wednesday each month everyone in the community will come out and 

meet for a meal at one of our fine eating establishments in Wrigley.   

Please RSVP by calling Gavin at 213-403-1306, emailing wrigleyvillage@att.net or re-

plying to the Facebook event invite so we have an idea of how many people to expect. 

Pictures from previous Taste’s (though not this past month unfortunately) are on the 

Wrigley Facebook page.  

Wednesday, June 16th, 6:30pm.  Buono’s, 401 W. Willow 

Wrigley Child Care 

Joy Mendoza 

The Wrigley Association offers FREE child care during our monthly meetings.  Child care occurs 
in the classroom at Veteran’s Park that is used for day care and afterschool programs.  There 

are loads of toys and activities in this room to keep the kids busy. 

The Wrigley Association provides the care givers, Daniel Scipio is one of the care givers and if 
you are leaving your child in the play room, you might want to know more about him.  Daniel is 
a 10th grade student at Wilson High School and is in the Music and Dance Departments.  He is 
currently taking classes for American Sign Language (ASL).  When he was a student at Jackie 

Robinson Academy, he took French as his language elective. 

Daniel performs and volunteers with the Stearns Musical Theater Company - an all volunteer 
performing group under the Partners of Parks and the Long Beach Department of Parks and 

Recreation. 

He is the oldest child and he has a brother who is 11 years old and a sister who is 2 years 
old.  He often takes care of them as needed on weekdays and weekends.  The Willow Street 

Church of God is where Daniel and his family goes as active church members. 

Daniel says that he took this job because he loves to help the community, apply his child care 
experience from home to the Wrigley meetings and it would be a great booster to his already 

impressive resume.  He's been a Wrigley resident for 5 years. 
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Altus Realty Solutions 

Scott Rhinehart, Broker 

www.AltusRealtySolutions.com 

scott@altusrealtysolutions.com,  

562-331-1919 

PCH and Pine 

562-218-0500 

8am - 11pm Sun-Thu,  

8am - 12pm Fri & Sat  

Wrigley Sustainers 

Long Beach Businesses:   
There are many businesses that generously support the Wrigley Association and its events, Businesses that are members 
of the Wrigley Association are listed throughout this issue. Contact wrigleyvillage@att.net if you have questions about 

business memberships. 

Buono’s Pizzeria 

401 W. Willow Street 

Long Beach, CA 90806 

562-595-6138 

www.buonospizza.com/ 

Wrigley Leader 

Sindy Verdugo 
Re/Max College Park Realty 

www.facebook/sindy.verdugo, Please ask me to be your friend.   

www.SindyVerdugo.com, SindyVerdugo@Gmail.com, (562) 433-3777 

Specializing in SOLD Signs, Specializing in Wrigley, Over 800 Wrigley Homes SOLD 
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Spring has sprung, and Summer is around the corner. Now might be the time to concentrate on “curb 
appeal”. I have put together some projects that you could do in a weekend. 

 

Replace or Spruce up Old Hardware 

House numbers, the entry door lock set, a wall-mounted mailbox, and an overhead light fixtures are all 

elements that can add style and interest to your home exterior. If they're out of date or dingy, your 
home may not be conveying the aesthetic you think it is. These elements add the most appeal when they 
function collectively, rather than as mix-and-match pieces. Oiled-bronze finishes suit traditional homes, 
while brushed nickel suits more contemporary ones. Look around for items on sale, that may compliment 

your existing look. 

On a budget? Clean off any dirty spots around the knob, and use metal polish on the door fixtures. 

Mailbox Makeover 

Mailboxes should complement the home and express the homeowner's personality. When choosing a 
hanging drop box, pick a box that goes with the style of your house and remember continuity, while cre-
ating interest. Dress up posted boxes by staining or painting the wooden post to match the house's trim 

and woodwork. 

Add Shutters or Accent Trim 

Shutters and trim add a welcoming layer of beauty to your home exterior. Shutters also control light and 
ventilation, and provide additional security. Exterior shutters can be made of wood, aluminum, vinyl 
composite, or fiberglass. We added new shutters to our home last year. We looked into wood and com-

posite materials. We opted for the composite. We were surprised how the new composite shutters looked 
like wood and could be easily painted. They do not rot like wood, and come in various sizes and styles to 
match your home. 

It is cheaper to purchase standard sizes. Not sure what width will look good on your windows, or what 

windows would look better with shutters ? Cut out poster board the width that you are thinking about 
purchasing, and then look at your home from across the street. 

Make a Grand Entry 

Even with a small budget, there are ways to draw attention to your front door. Paint your door with a 
new color. Or add molding and notice how the white door casing makes this door pop. 

Upgade Railings 

Porch and stoop railings can deteriorate quickly if not treated properly. If your railings are past their 

prime, look for quality wood or metal components to replace the existing material. As with other im-
provements attached directly to the house, make sure the color, scale, design, details, and material are 
compatible with the home's main features. 

Renew Paint, Siding, Gutters, and Trim 

An exterior face lift (new ,paint, siding or trim details) automatically transforms the look of a home. Peri-

odic maintenance of that exterior surface is the surest way to keep your house looking its best. Any obvi-
ous defects, such as cracked or rotting material, can downgrade the aesthetic and quickly turn away po-
tential home buyers. 

Once defects are repaired, look for ways to add personality with color, trim, or shingles. 

 

Continued on page 10 
 

  
Shoshanah Siegel, Your Color Diva 
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Gavin Mc Kiernan 

                       JUNE 12th, 730-10am 
The 3rd Annual Wrigley River Run & Tadpole Trot will be held June 12th. The 
event starts and ends at the corner of Pacific and Willow. There will be a 10k 
Run at 7:30am followed by the 5k run at 8:30am, the 5k walk and jogging 

stroller 5k at 8:35am, and a kids run at 9:30am.   
 

All registered participants will receive a high quality 

short sleeve race t-shirt as well as complementary Buono’s pizza, Clif bar 
products and other food and drink at the finish line festival.  The route goes 
through historic parts of Wrigley and along the LA River path.  Live music from 
the “zero period” and encouragement from the Wilson High School Cheerlead-

ing Team  will keep participants motivated along the course.   

 
There will be a bounce house for the kids as well as awards and prizes.  Free massage and yoga will be 
available after you run! 

 

Volunteers are still needed so please email lbnf@att.net if you are interested in helping.  Volunteers can 
get community service credit for school or court and all volunteers get t-shirts, free food and will be en-
tered in a drawing for a number of great prizes. 

 

Registration is $30 and you can pay $5 extra to get a picture of yourself run-
ning the course.  The proceeds from the event go to benefit the Long Beach 
Neighborhood Foundation (LBNF) which last year awarded scholarships to stu-
dents at Cabrillo and supported programs at Jackie Robinson Elemen-

tary.  More information about the event including links to sign up at 
www.wrigleyriverrun.com and more info about LBNF at www.lbfoundation.org.  
Pictures on this page are from last year’s event. 

Wrigley River Run 

Gavin Mc Kiernan 

JUNE 11th, 6-8pm 

The first annual Pizza Pig Out will be held on Friday June 11th at Pacific and Willow.  On 
one side of the parking lot people will be registering for the Wrigley River Run (see be-

low) and on the other they will be feasting at the Wrigley Pizza Pig Out!   

Pizza serving restaurants in Long Beach are currently confirming their participation in 

this fun family event.  Each restaurant will be supplying their best pizza for the commu-
nity.  Anyone interested in a great Pizza dinner can donate a minimum of $5 ($3 if you 

renew your Wrigley Association membership before then) to the Wrigley Association for 
all you can eat pizza.  Your entry donation also gets you three votes in the Best Pizza in 

Long Beach competition.  After you have sampled the best Pizza Pie’s this city has to 
offer you will vote which one is the best.  At the end of the event the crown of Best 

Pizza in Long Beach will be given out so everyone will know who makes the very best 

pizza in the city.  Don’t miss out, put this on your calendar now and arrive hungry! 
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   ELECTIONS 

At the June 7th meeting we will hold our annual board elections.  All members are en-

couraged to attend to vote for the candidates they prefer to fill vacancies on the Wrig-
ley Association board.  In accordance with our by-laws, there will be no floor nomina-

tions so this list of candidates is final. 

 
Candidates must be members in good standing. Resident members must reside within 

the limits of the Wrigley District, that of Pacific Coast Highway on the south, the San 

Diego Freeway on the north, Long Beach Boulevard on the east, and the Los Angeles 
River on the west. Business and professional members must have a business or profes-

sion within the existing boundaries of the Wrigley District. Resident or business/
professional members may run for a seat on the Wrigley Board. 

Members may vote for up to six candidates. All candidates were asked to respond to 

the nine questions below and their responses are reprinted here, without editing other 

than for formatting purposes.  Candidates will also be able to briefly address the audi-
ence at the March meeting before they vote. 

 
1.  Give some general background information about yourself 

 
2.  What have you done to help the Wrigley neighborhood, or the Association, this year, 

or in the past? 
 

3.  How do you see yourself helping the Wrigley neighborhood improve? 
 

4.  How can the overall quality of life in Wrigley be further enhanced? 
 

5.  What do you think is the most important issue facing Wrigley today and or in the 
coming year. 

 

6.  Discuss something you think the Wrigley Association could do better and what you 
would do about that if you were elected to the board. 

 
7.  Of the 12 Association meetings in the past year, have many have you missed (your 

best estimate) 
 

8.  If you are running for re-election, how many board meetings have you missed since 
you were elected, why? 

 
9.  Anything you would like to add? 

The Candidates are: 

Emily Yep, Lillian Quintero, Joy Mendoza, Colleen McDon-
ald, Lee Davis, Rolinda Baker and Danny Amat 

 



Joy Mendoza 

1.  I am Joy Mendoza and I have been a Wrigley resident for about 6 years as homeowner and 
10 years over all).  My father and I operate home based businesses including real estate, home 
loans, tax preparation, bookkeeping and accounting.  Volunteering is my passion and my com-
munity involvement includes: 
- Stearns Musical Theater Company - a community theater operating under Partners of Parks 
for Long Beach Parks and Rec.  I perform with them as I am also an Assistant Casting Director. 
- Jackie Robinson Academy Parent Teacher Student Association - I've been a member in good 
standing since my one and only son was in Kindergarten.  Now he's in 5th grade and I've 
served as President for 2007-2009 and currently, I am the Executive Vice President for 2009-
2011 and is the Community Relations Chairperson. 
- Jackie Robinson Academy and LBUSD - I've been on the School Site Council for about 4 years 
and was awarded by the Volunteers In Public Schools (VIPS) as an Outstanding Volunteer in 
December 2007.  I served as Tri-Chair of the Poly Planning Committee for the LBUSD Facilities 
Master Plan in January 2008. 
I love to sing, act, dance, be silly and hang out at Veteran's Park either playing tennis or train-
ing for the Wrigley River Run.  As per Coleen McDonald, I was the first board member to attend 
an executive board meeting with face paint on. 
 
2.  I have cross promoted (and continue to cross promote) Wrigley Association events, school 
events and community events to the students and to our neighborhood through WA.  I have 
created and passed out fliers of WA events to the students at school through PTSA.    I've vol-
unteered as time keeper for the Candidates Forum and helped put together the refreshment ta-
ble at a meeting/Neighborhood Solutions Fair.  Also, I've made recommendations to the WA as 
per child care provider is concerned. 
 
3.   I believe that it takes a village to raise a child.  I love working with kids, schools and par-
ents.  I see myself helping our neighborhood improve by teaching and showing how volunteer-
ing and caring for the community can bring great impact not just for the community but in 
one's personal life.  I know this because volunteering has given me so much opportunities and 
has made me a better person.  Schools are always looking for community involvement, and I 
think that I can help the Wrigley Association become more visible and known to our local 

schools thereby creating a broader presence in our community. 

 
4.  As I've said, it takes a village to raise a child and it also takes a village to make the village a 
great place to live in.  Quality of life comes as a result of a concerted effort from individuals 
who care for Wrigley so that all of us can benefit.  Promoting membership, awareness, citizen-
ship and volunteerism can greatly impact our neighborhood in a positive way.  This great good 
cause should be highlighted and visible to every one and every part of Wrigley and Long Beach. 
 
5.   I think that trash is an issue as proven by clogged drainage when we were hit by heavy 
rains.  This can be resolved by teaching and reiterating to our kids to put their trash inside the 

can.  These kids can also teach their parents that. 

Another is because our demographics are changing, another issue we are facing is communica-
tion and reaching out to non-English speakers and minorities.  I think that if we start to cross 
culturally promote WA, then we'll have more membership, diversity and our community will be 
better represented.  Emerging minority leadership can be tapped and this can be a great asset 
to this organization. 



6.   The Wrigley Association can improve on its visibility in the community and I can help with it 

by promoting our activities, events and membership in our local schools. 

 
7.  I've missed about 9 because Monday nights are my son's piano class.  I already rescheduled 
his class to Wednesdays. 
 
8.  I've missed one because my yahoo email was hacked.  I know it's not an excuse but I did 
try to reach out to the board, but it was just one day late.  Also, I was late at one of the execu-
tive board meetings because I had to take guests from out of the country to Universal Studios 

that's why I came at the meeting with face paint on. 

Rolinda Baker 

I have lived here for five years and after 4.5 years, have decided to venture into the 

community. 

I have served as the public information officer of Contra Costa County, doing TV inter-

views, presenting to the Board of Supervisors, editing documentaries,  I  put on confer-
ences for large numbers of community representatives, and negotiated contracts with 

difficult people,  

As head of a $1 million USDA grant, I was  trusted and became an expert at developing 

win/win solutions, budgeting. and developing appropriate programs for people of all 
ages, ethnic and socioeconomic descriptions.  I  learned the cheapest way to get things 

done!  Most of all, I kept the program going for 12 years as the State and Feds tried to 
close us down, enlisting  legislators’ support and thorough knowledge of the regulations 

themselves. 

I have taught high school and community college in three inner city schools and served 

as a mentor for graduate students . 

 

2. I believe my skills, experience and energy could serve the community.  My ability at 
public speaking, reading an EIR for “holes”, and lifelong experience in government and 

nonprofits would be an asset. 

3.  The most important issue is public safety.  Neighbors need to get to know each 
other more to prevent crimes. 

A clean, neat neighborhood also discourages crime .  We need to determine the best 
ways to maintain our areas block by block.  Community beautification may also trans-

late to grant dollars and certainly translates to higher property values. 

4.  The Wrigley Association could do a much better job in making newcomers feel wel-

come and in organizing the area.  Someone should be assigned to stand at the door to 
welcome newcomers and introduce them at the meetings.  We should have block par-

ties three times each year or an evening coffee so neighbors can meet each other and 
be informed, which might encourage them to attend. We want everyone to participate! 

We should offer CPR courses, or an activity which would be of real service and interest. 
Last we should not be involved in minutia but concentrate on the issues which are most 

important.  

I look forward to discussing the position with you. 



Colleen McDonald, Lillian Quintero, Danny Amat, Emily Yep 
and Lee Davis are also candidates but did not get responses to the 
questions back in time to be published in the newsletter.  If they are re-
ceived before the email version goes it they will be added to that. 

 

A Warm Wrigley Welcome 
Sindy Verdugo 

 

To Our New April 2010 Neighbors! 

 

Please reach out.  Join in.  Discover and Enjoy Wrigley like we do. 

 

2875 Chestnut the Nourrciers 

2420 Daisy the Schorrs 

2443 Daisy the McMillians 

2890 Eucalyptus the Kwoks 

2677 Magnolia the Macks 

2866 Magnolia the McCurrys 

3031 Magnolia the Boormans 

2490 Maine the Edingers 

3318 Maine the Yims 

2474 Oregon the Wests 

107 W. Spring #C the Sedanos 

 

Again, a Warm Wrigley Welcome! 



Support your local newspaper with a vol-

untary subscription, Call 562-427-8678. 

Wrigley Association Members get 10% off 
advertising when they buy ad space in the 

Signal      
Tribune. 

 

El Paisano Ranch Market 

245 W. Pacific Coast Hwy 

Between Pacific and Cedar 

562-599-0101 

Replace Gutters, Downspouts, and Vents 

If your home has an older gutter system, odds are it's also suffering from peeling paint, rust spots, or 
other problems that can convey a sense of neglect. Replace old systems with newer, snap-fit vinyl gutter 
systems that go together with few tools and require no painting. I advice most of my clients to not call 

attention to these needed additions to the home, but to blend them in and paint them the color of your 
home or what it is against. Copper systems, while pricier, convey an unmistakable look of quality, but 
you should always be aware of the style of your home. 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 

On May 8th Long Beach Organic held its first Garden Party in the Wrigley Village Community 
Garden, an event to thank all those who contributed to the garden’s opening last August, espe-
cially the Waves4Change team of the 2009 Neighborhood Leadership Program, which took on 
the opening of the garden as their project. Donor and dignitaries who had attended the August 
1st opening were invited back to see how far the garden has come in less than a year. Guests 
were treated to selected wines and hors d’oeuvres prepared by the gardeners or donated by 
local caterers. Live music was provided by the Alejandro Diaz Jazz Quintet from Wilson High 

School, and by the Long Beach Steel Drum School. 

The Pictures below 

Women: Waves4Change team members Sandra Johnson, Laurel Kutcher and Po Fesili enjoy an 

afternoon in the garden 

Men: 

Celbrating the Season: LBO founder Charles Moore, Garden Director Joe Corso with spouse 

Jacques Speicher, and President Spencer Langdon. 

A Garden Party in Wrigley Village 

Joe Corso 



Renew planter beds 

Get garden beds into shape by pruning growth, pulling weeds, planting flowers, and adding new mulch to 
restore color that was taken away by sunlight and harsh weather. If stone or brick borders your bed, 

consider cleaning and resetting any pieces that are soiled or dislodged. If your border is old or tired-
looking, try upgrading to stone or a decorative cast-concrete edging system. 

Prime spots for planting beds are at the front corners of the yard, along driveways or walkways, and im-
mediately in front of the house. 

When creating a new bed, choose features that will frame your home rather than obscure it. Opt for 

stone or precast-concrete blocks to edge the bed. Include a mix of plant size, color, and texture for opti-
mal results. 

Instant Garden 

Container gardens add a welcoming feel and colorful appeal to any home exterior -- quickly and afford-
able. You can buy ready-made containers from garden centers or create your own with your favorite 

plants. Go for beautiful annuals. These plants can be easily replaced in the fall for another great look. For 
most landscapes, a staggered, asymmetrical arrangement works best to create a dynamic setting. Select 
colors that compliments the colors of your home. 

Window Boxes 

Window boxes offer a fast, easy way to bring color and charm to your home exterior. Choose boxes 

made from copper or iron for a traditional look, or painted wood for a cottage feel. Mix and match flowers 
and plants to suit your lighting conditions and color scheme. 

Add Outdoor Art 

Give your yard a little spunk by adding weather-resistant artwork. 

Choose pieces that complement your home's natural palette and exterior elements. Birdbaths, metal cut-
outs, sculptures, and wind chimes are good choices for outdoor art. Water sculptures not only function as 

yard art, but the burbling sounds soothe and make hot days feel cooler. Place  fountains on level ground 
in optimum hearing and sight vantage points. Avoid spots in leaf-dropping range. 

Add Arbor or Fence Panels 

Arbors, garden gates, and short sections of decorative fence panels will enhance your garden and the 
value of your home. These amenities can be found in easy-to-build kits or prefab sections you simply 

connect together. For best results, paint or stain these items with colors already on your house. 

Dress up the Driveway 

If your driveway is cracked or stained or has vegetation sprouting from it, you can upgrade it without 
doing a complete redo. First repair the cracks and stains (and kill the weeds), then dress it up by staining 
the concrete or affixing flagstones. If you need more room to move your car or park, add stone, brick, or 

pavers to the sides of the drive to widen it with flair. A new trend, taken from the past, is to plant low 
lying plants in the middle of your driveway. 

Build a Walkway 

Well-designed walkways make your home feel warm and inviting. For a dramatic improvement to a 
straight concrete path, replace it with a contoured one made of stone or brick. For a less radical upgrade, 

apply a colored concrete resurfacer to the old walkway, then edge 
with brick or stone borders. Brick pavers offer traditional, classic 
beauty to the landscape of any home. 

 

In next months article, I will bring to “light” the ways you can have 

your home glow at night, with landscape lighting. 

Shoshanah Siegel, “Your Color Diva”, yourcolordiva@aol.com, 
www.yourcolordiva.com 



 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 

Ask your neighbor to join, there is strength in numbers! 

The Wrigley Association will not sell, loan or give membership information to anyone, under 
any circumstances, unless compelled by law. 

 

Name(s)_____________________________________________________________ _______ 

Email Address________________________________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number __________________________________FAX_______________________ 

As a member, I/We agree to abide by the Association By-Laws 

Membership Year is June 1, 2010  through May 31, 2011 

 

Annual Membership Fee: $15.00, Make Check payable to Wrigley Association 

Optional Contributions: $_____For Wrigley Landscape Project 

      $_____ For Wrigley is Going Green 

      $_____Donation 

      $_____Total Payment   

Type of Membership: Resident___Business___Associate___ 

Please check if you are interested in volunteering for Association Activities__ 

sm 

Copies provided FREE of charge by the Neighborhood Resource Center  (562) 570-1010 

Time to renew your membership 
for 2010-11.   

Membership expires June 1 

Wrigley Shirts For Sale at Next Meeting! 


