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Update on projects of canyon interest 
• Santa Monica Bluffs Stabilization.  This 

project is complete 
• California Incline Reconstruction.  The 

Santa Monica City Engineer is still 
promising that the Environmental Impact 
Report on this proposed project will be 
released in June.  There will be a 45-day 
comment period and SM projects start of 
work in the Fall of 2011.  Although no 
lanes on PCH will be impacted, the 
closure of the Incline will create significant 
issues for our canyon.  The length of the 
project will be from 15 to 18 months 
depending on how many hours a day the 
contractor works.  We have asked for work 
to proceed 24/7, but Santa Monica has 
been resistant.  We also have asked that 
Appian Way be opened to through traffic 
from the pier to Pico and parking lot traffic 
rerouted to reduce traffic turbulence near 
the McClure Tunnel. 

• Coastal Interceptor Relief Sewer 
(CIRS).  CIRS will travel to Santa Monica, 
in part through the Temescal Beach Park-
ing lot with two segments in the right-hand 
lane of PCH nearest the beach.  Expect K-
rails to protect this lane.  Construction will 
commence this Fall with completion in 
about 24 months.  If there is a brush fire or 
other incident impacting traffic on PCH or 
the 405, use of a bicycle or home office 
may be your best option. 

• Santa Monica Canyon Low-Flow 
Diversion (LFD) Upgrade.  This project, 
to divert dry weather run-off to the sewer 
system, will be completed this summer. 

• Temescal Canyon LFD Upgrade.  This 
project on Temescal Canyon Road near 
PCH will be completed this Fall. 

Track all the above projects at 
www.pchpartners.org.  

• West Channel Road turn to Chautau-
qua.  LA DOT has investigated the inter-
section at our request and recommends 
the “limit line” for West Channel Road 
traffic be moved several feet away from 
the intersection to improve visibility of 
oncoming traffic for vehicles making this 
right turn.  CalTrans controls the intersec-
tion and we are trying to get their atten-
tion.  The offices of Assemblywoman 
Brownley and Senator Pavley are helping.  

• Proposition K Project at Rustic 
Canyon.  The hillside stairway work is 
now complete.  The City now has ordered 
materials and supplies to refurbish the 
playfield and rehabilitate the irrigation 
system.  A project element to repair the 
maintenance road to the picnic area is 
problematic.  Three trees are scheduled to 
be removed including two oaks.  I told the 
City Engineer that this community will not 
permit that to happen.  He agreed to have 
geotechnical experts examine the site to 
seek a simpler fix.  This will happen this 
week.  Remaining funds will be used to 
replace uplifted concrete walkways 
throughout the park and to shore up the 
park maintenance road.  Any funds left 
over will be designated for the eucalyptus 
forest project (see below). 

http://www.pchpartners.org/


 

• Eucalyptus forest project.  The PAB 
grove subcommittee, led by chair Betty 
Lou Young has continued an over 20-year 
effort to restore and rehabilitate the grove 
which the SMCCA acquired for the City in 
1961.  Your association has been working 
with the PAB board, the Pacific Palisades 
Historical Society and a funder, “Friends of 
Scott Gerwehr.” on this project.  
Numerous PAB, SMCCA and ad hoc 
public meetings have been held in recent 
years to review plans and stimulate 
progress.  Recreation and Parks has been 
a willing partner in this effort.  SMCCA 
also received a $1,200 grant from the 
Pacific Palisades Junior Women’s Club 
toward the project.   

Great progress has been made.  We have 
acquired over 70 large boulders to protect 
the grove from vehicle intrusion.  This 
enabled the removal of most of the make-
shift fence along the edge of the parking 
lot.  Rec and Parks detailed a crew to trim 
the trees and remove dead trees.  
Volunteers led by Chris Casady have 
been watering the trees to restore them to 
vigor.  PAB chair Norman Cowie has 
organized two successful “weed pulls.”  In 
addition, David Card, our landscape 
designer has completed plans for the 
project.  Necessary approvals from the 
Cultural Affairs board and from Recreation 
and Parks are pending.  More funds will 
be required to provide irrigation supplies 
which Rec and Parks will install, and to 
acquire 25 eucalyptus trees and 15 
experimental trees which will be the major 
landscape component.  One of the final 
pieces of the puzzle will be a stone arbor 
in the fashion of the Arcadia Bandini de 
Stearns Baker arbor in the park at Ocean 
Avenue and Idaho in Santa Monica.  Chris 
Casady has prepared a beautiful render-
ing of this arbor (see below) and of the 
project and canyon resident and architect 
Alejandro Ortiz has offered to help with the 
engineering of this stone structure. 

• “Wish List” for our park.  The SMCCA 
beautification committee, lead by Bob 
Bronstein has prepared a list of needed 
items which the park cannot afford in 
these challenging economic times.  Please 
see the list at the table or contact 
info@smcca.org to make a tax-deductible 
contribution or if you have a question. 

LAPD Emergency Preparedness Kits.  
Dawn Forrester has coordinated with 
Sergeant David Podesta and we will be taking 
orders for two-person emergency packs 
which are $75 with $5 taken as a donation 
toward police charitable pursuits.  This is a 
good way to prepare for the next emergency.  
If you would like to order one please contact 
Sergeant David Podesta at (310) 444-0743 or 
32305@lapd.lacity.org .  

Baseline Hillside Ordinance.  We have 
been following the City’s progress in reining in 
out-of-scale development and massive 
hillside grading projects.  The Planning 
Commission is reviewing their staff’s proposal 
and we have joined other community groups 
in expressing support for the plan which will 
impact our entire canyon. 

Email messages.  If you are not receiving 
periodic email messages from SMCCA, 
please give us your address.  We do not 
share our list with anyone.  A weekly crime 
report is sent to members upon specific re-
quest.  Other announcements, primarily those 
regarding known activities that may impact 
canyon traffic, are sent to the general list. 

 
Leaf Blower Update.  ZAPLA, the grass roots 
group which was instrumental in getting the 
City’s ban on gas-powered leafblowers 12 
year’s ago has a display at the table.  It seems 
that more and more studies are coming out that 
identify health dangers from leafblowers.  If you 
have been following the issue you know that 
the fugitive dust blown  up by blowers persists 
in the air for three days.  This so-called dust 
includes:  dried animal feces, think rats; 
pesticides, insecticides, fungi, mold, products of 
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incomplete combustion, brake linings and more.  
Just today the Wall Street Journal reported that 
insecticides are tied to ADHD.  We have 
learned from a San Joaquin AQD scientist that 

the smallest .05 micron particles, when inhaled, 
go directly into your bloodstream and heart.   
So, it is not just about the noise.  See 
www.zapla.org  
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