
FOX CANYON VOICE 1 

 
      Volume 11,  Issue 9                                                           AUGUST  2009  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
            We're Just Wild 
   About Our Neighborhood! 

All RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES of: all of LANTANA, RENO, AUBURN (4758-5160) DRIVES; all of ONTARIO, CASTLE, South side of 
UNIVERSITY (4749-4849), East side of EUCLID (3611-3889), ESTRELLA (3803-3857) AVENUES; DWIGHT (4759-4792), WIGHTMAN (4750-4871) 

STREETS.

LET US GET TOGETHER 

 
The Honorable Councilwoman 

MARTI EMERALD 
Will attend the Fox Canyon Neighborhood Association meeting 

this 
 

JULY 14, 2009 @ 6:15 PM 
 

We, her constituents, will make the effort to meet 
her then and there! 

The Honorable Councilwoman will consider the issues and priorities 
that affect us directly, and the partnership development needed to 
afford improvements to streets, parks and infrastructure, in general, 
and quality-of-life issues, in particular; affecting the Fox Canyon 
communities, in the lower part of Council District 7.  The Honorable 
Councilwoman and her Staff will be on hand to deal with issues, 
matters of representation and just to meet and greet you, personally! 
Don’t miss this great opportunity to be a willing participant to commu-
nity development.  Be an active and bonding part of your neighborhood 
bringing with you: your family, friends and neighbors.  So they too can 
have the greatest civic experience of the year, and the consciousness 
to have done something positive for your community!   

Kaalay oo la kulan Marwada Koonsil 
Membarka 

MARTI EMERALD, 
u sheeg 

 

Arimahaaga iyo waxyaabaha bulshadu u 
baahantahay ama rabto. 

 
Taariikh: (Date) Talaado (Tuesday), JULY 14, 
2009  Saacada 6:15 PM Galabnimo (Juusto) 

 
Meesha: 5123 University Avenue ( Kuminiti ruum ka 

ku yaala guryaha Auburn Park) 
(Community Room at Auburn Park) 

 

La Concejal del Ayuntamiento y Cabildo Municipal de la 
ciudad de San Diego por el Distrito Septimo,  
La Honorable MARTI EMERALD, 

Ha hecho el compromiso de atender la proxima junta de la 
Asociación de vecinos de nuestro barrio.  Como buenos 
vecinos, todos nosotros debemos tambíen de hacer el 

compromiso de atender esta junta para recibirla con la 
atención que se merece. 

Esté presente en la proxima junta de la Asociación,  
 

Martes, JULIO 14, a las 6:15 pm.  
5123 University Avenue  
(Salon Comunitario en Auburn Park) 

 
Traiga con usted a toda su familia, vecinos y ami-
gos.  Contamos con su presencia y le esperamos! 
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NEXT ASSOCIATION MEETING 
 

Tuesday, JULY 14, 2009 @ 6:15 PM 
5123 University Avenue * 
(Community Room at AUBURN PARK) 

Proposed Agenda: 

Councilwoman’s Visit 
 

COME and JOIN US! 
 

The BOARD of DIRECTORS 
Will meet JULY 28, 2009, same room @ 6:30 PM 

Fox Canyon Neighborhood Association, Inc. 
[A 501 (c) (3) Public Benefit and Social Welfare (www.IRS.gov 

“publication 78” listed) Nonprofit Corporation] 
4916 Lantana Drive, SD, CA 92105 (619) 282-2788 

FoxCanyonN@aol.com Web www.FoxCanyon.Org  
 
 

THE COUNCILWOMAN’S VISIT 
Dear Neighbors: 
Accordingly to the mainstream media, it is well publicized that Elected 
Officials are under the spell and domain of Special Interest Groups and 
the Labor Unions that put them in power, so they say.  Some of the 
cases seem to point this way and others do not.  In a perfect world and 
in the spirit of a true representative democracy, the immediate needs of 
the constituency should drive all issues and solutions at City Hall 
without prejudice.  In the pursuit of campaign dollars, supporters and 
power, some of our Council Members have totally forgotten that the 
people who drive on substandard streets, who need new parks, who 
need a new street connection; who need affordable housing, and who 
need to get rid of blight are the most indicated to drive the issues and 
have a greater right, voice and pursue such improvements; especially if 
all these needs are all concentrated in one single neighborhood.  The 
least the most affected constituency can expect is the support of the 
Elected Official, or at least, for such Elected Official to be a little bit 
sympathetic toward the consideration of all such issues with an OPEN 
MIND.  With all of the above said, what are the “little people” to do?  
How can a small community with NO political clout, with NO campaign 
money to donate, and nested in the poorest Census Track in the 
nation, get the attention needed to resolve its issues? 
By spending some of our most scarce and valuable resource, TIME!  I 
know it is hard, since you and I have to WORK for a living with one, 
one ½ and sometimes two jobs to make ends meet our time is very 
valuable and limited to attend meetings.  But this is NO excuse; we all 
need to make the effort to attend the next association meeting this 
approaching Tuesday and express the seriousness of all issues that 
need fixing to improve our quality of life and for the sustainability and 
progress of our neighborhood.  By always showing up to pursuit our 
issues, by being vocal about them, we can overcome.  Every time that 
we meet with the Councilwoman, when seeing her around or about in 
other venues, we need to constantly remind her that every single one 
of our issues matters and are important; and that such needs need to 
be considered by her office with an OPEN MIND. 
To make the most of our limited TIME, please bring all your questions 

written down in 3x5 cards.  Cards will be provided at the meeting, so 
please arrive early to have TIME to fill them up.  When given the 
opportunity to speak please be concise, to the point and considerate of 
the needs and TIME of your neighbors.  They also need to express 
themselves and their issues; and be respectful without monopolizing 
TIME needlessly.  Please smile and be pleasant to all in attendance, 
remember, we all are neighbors and need to treat all others as such.  In 
consideration to the Councilwoman’s schedule, please arrive to the 
meeting on TIME.  Consider this, neighbors, we are extremely 
privileged to have the opportunity to have the Councilwoman all to 
ourselves, for one entire meeting night and we need to make the most 
of it and shine as bright as we can.  Last I checked, Doris is baking out 
a storm, Albertson’s is cooking up a storm and some long table covers 
are being prepared to welcome the Honorable Councilwoman MARTI 
EMERALD with the courtesy and respect that her office deserves.  I will 
be honored to WELCOME all of you to the meeting and have a 
productive one.                            Jose Lopez, Association President 
 

PS&NS COMMITTEE MEETING 

A Special Public Safety & Neighborhood Safety Committee 
meeting chaired by Councilmember Emerald will be held on: 

Saturday, July 25, 2009 from 11-am to 1-pm 
Colina Del Sol Recreation Center 

(5319 Orange Avenue, 92115). 
The agenda will be released in July and can be obtained at the City’s 

website at the link below. 
http://www.sandiego.gov/city-

clerk/officialdocs/legisdocs/cccmeetings.shtml#psns 
 
Thanks,  
Marisa Berumen 
Council Representative 
Councilmember Marti Emerald, CD-7 

 

ON EUCLID AVENUE 
Did you know that there was a high level meeting about Euclid Avenue?  
When, Where? Did you know that rumors have it that there is a proposal 
getting momentum to outlaw all parking along Euclid Avenue?  If you live 
in Fox Canyon and were invited to attend, please share the particulars of 
this meeting with your neighbors, so light can be shed on proposals.  Not 
knowing when, where and why, I can’t make any comment on the above.  
But one point seems awfully familiar, if this meeting took place, and the 
point is the underhanded manner behind the scenes, private club like, 
closed meeting type of gathering in which these types of decisions are 
always taking place without PUBLIC input, and you and I know about it.  
Does it sound familiar?  Was this meeting publically noticed?  Since it 
seems to have involved an Elected Official, City Staff and some commu-
nity leaders, in the light of the “new” City Hall policy of open and transpa-
rent government, shouldn’t it have been noticed like the Brown Act recom-
mends?  So the PUBLIC in general and not just a select group of “A” list 
participant had the opportunity to voice opinions and/or solution and make 
plans for future meetings.  When are we going to stop the elitism that pla-
gues City Heights in all issues and especially about Euclid Avenue?  Jose 

Neighbors, this is another opportunity to shine, make TIME to 
attend this meeting and bring with you all your Fox Canyon 

issues to the public comment section of the meeting, JL. 
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 San Diego Unified School District 
2441 Cardinal Lane, Bldg. E, San Diego, CA   92123-3799 

 
 

 

Hire-a-Youth Internship 
Employer Information 

Overview 
San Diego Unified School District (SDUSD) is taking a vital step in 
assisting regional employers with building a skilled workforce.  SDUSD 
has received a grant from the San Diego Workforce Partnership to 
conduct the federally funded Work Investment Act (WIA) Hire-a-Youth 
internship program for 600 youth this summer.  The program is designed 
to address the mutual needs of businesses and schools in providing 
meaningful career exploration opportunities for youth.  The program will 
be conducted from the 4th week in June through mid August. There is 
some flexibility in start/stop dates and the number of weekly hours per 
student. Student wages and Worker’s Compensation will be covered by 
the grant. Further information will be available soon. 
 
What is a Hire-a-Youth internship? 
An internship is a work site experience during which a youth, with 
guidance and supervision at the workplace, completes a planned series of 
activities, learning objectives, or project(s) designed to give a broad 
understanding of a business or occupational area.  
 
What can I expect an intern to do? 

• Fulfill the responsibilities and tasks assigned while learning about the 
workplace and gaining important job skills. 

• Listen to constructive feedback and learn from successes and 
challenges. 

• Succeed in the internship through a combination of appropriate job 
tasks, mentoring, and evaluation. 

 
What can I not expect an intern to do? 
• Know how to do everything right away!  Interns are neither temp 

workers nor paid adult employees.  They are students who are 
learning what it means to hold a job. 

• Repetitive, boring assignments for prolonged periods of time in 
isolation or without understanding why the work is important. 

• High-profile work from the outset that is crucial to the operation of 
your department. By the end of the summer, the intern may be ready 
for more difficult work, but he/she should not be set up for failure. 

• Everything perfectly all the time.  Interns need to be given a chance to 
understand what they do wrong so they can learn from their mistakes. 

 
Expectations 
The intern is expected to: 

• Arrive at work on time, dressed appropriately. 
• Notify the supervisor when he/she cannot come to work. 
• Complete assigned work tasks. 
• Comply with all company policies and regulations. 
• Contribute to a positive atmosphere at the workplace. 

 
The supervisor is expected to: 

• Orient the intern to company policies and specific work tasks.  
• Assign sufficient quality work.  
• Complete the training plan.  

• Provide training, guidance and supervision of the intern.  
• Meet with the intern regularly regarding job performance.  
• Communicate with the teacher or school contact about the intern’s 

performance.  
• Evaluate the student during and at the end of the internship.  

 
For more information contact CCTE Coordinator, Cindy 

McHugh at cmchugh@sandi.net or (619) 602-0687. 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
COUNCILMEMBER 
MARTI EMERALD 
Seventh District  

 

Date: July 6, 2009         Contact: Xema Jacobson  
        Phone:    619-236-6677  

For Immediate Release          E-mail: xjacobson@sandiego.gov  
 
Councilmember Marti Emerald Announces Director of 

Communications: 
Veteran Journalist Geni Cavitt to Join District 7 Team 

 
San Diego—City Councilmember Marti Emerald today announced her 
new Director of Communications, TV news journalist Geni Cavitt. Cavitt 
has worked in the media and communications field for 20 years at KFMB 
radio and CBS 8 television news, and eight years with Emerald at KGTV 
ABC 10News.  
“I am pleased to make this announcement,” said Emerald. “Geni truly 
wants to help me make San Diego a better place to live for all of us. I 
wanted her on my team because she is such a well-known, respected, 
and capable communicator.”  
As Director of Communications, Cavitt will be a key member of the senior 
leadership team and will work closely with other team members, staff, 
partners, and the media. Her primary duties include overseeing programs 
and communications that represent District 7, its constituents, and its 
goals. She will manage message-framing, strategic communications 
planning, public relations, Web, broadcast and print media, and 
publications.  
Cavitt will play a key role in communicating the strategy and direction of 
the District 7 programs. In addition, she will capitalize on her skills as a 
writer, photographer, and video editor to implement video news 
programming and maximize Web social media to keep Councilmember 
Emerald in touch with her constituents, and vice versa.  
Cavitt has already proven herself an exceptional leader through her work 
with the 10News Leadership series, as well as her work with many 
charities, including the Multiple Sclerosis Society, the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association, A New PATH (Parents for Addiction Treatment & Healing), 
the San Diego Police Historical Association, the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness, various San Diego school reading programs, and the Girl 
Scouts of America. In 2008, the Girl Scouts honored Geni as one of The 
10 Coolest Women in San Diego County.  
“I am thrilled to be part of Councilmember Emerald’s team and to be 
serving my city and my friend,” said Cavitt. “This is truly an opportunity 
and an honor.”  

KEEP THE FRONT OF YOUR HOUSE 
CLEAN and TIDY. 

(858) 503-1758
Fax: (858) 496-8129
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FOX CANYON CRIME REPORTS 
First the litter bugs move in (around the nuisance property is always a 
huge explosion of trash and junk), then the horde of children playing on 
the street settles in (jumping all over fences, retaining walls and unfenced 
front yards, gone will be your flowers, too), followed by vandalism, petty 
theft and then other and bigger crime issues.  This is the known pro-
gression of crime infiltration in a neighborhood.  Thugs have it right, they 
case and they observe the established neighbors reactions to these 
actions, each step of the way, challenging the right their children have to 
play on the street.  Then the adults providing supervision begin to bring 
out beers and their smokes.  With each one of these actions along come 
the “challenge”.  You just cannot say, at least, “hello” or look at anyone in 
the eye, or pretend to notice the trash, or the kids, while you walk or drive. 
They will challenge you by forcing you to look down or away, and if you 
don’t, here comes the long litany of profanities.  Little steps mean a lot to 
intimidated neighbors trying to regain control.  Many calls and conversa-
tions have filled the airwaves referring to the situations on Castle Avenue, 
Wightman Street and Lantana Drive.  The progression is clear just 
check the latest crime reports From eWatch: 
RES_BURGLARY(06/06/09) 1400-2345 4700 LANTANA 
NARCOTICS   (06/08/09) 2230      4700 LANTANA 
VANDALISM   (06/14/09) 0425      4800 LANTANA 

DRUNK IN PUBLIC(06/14/09) 0241      4800 LANTANA 
ROBBERY     (06/20/09) 2050      4800 LANTANA 

 
And here are the neighbors fighting back by complaining 

to the Police, 531-200 (registered incident Numbers) 
4800 Castle Avenue   (loud music)   (05/29/09) at   3:37 pm 
4800 Castle Avenue   (loud music)   (06/08/09) at   9:00 pm 
4800 Castle Avenue   (loud music)   (06/11/09) at 10:30 am 
4800 Lantana Drive    (loud music/Drinking on the PRO) 
                                                            (06/20/09) at 10:37 pm 

 

COUNCILMAN GLORIA’s NEWS 
Friends,  
Neighbors in District Three have been very clear about the priorities 
they set for me.  I am pleased to report that progress has been made in 
three critical areas, as well as invite you to community events and 
announce our office’s internship program. 
 
Public Safety: Attacking Violent Crime in Mid-City 
I am extremely grateful that the San Diego Police Department recently 
stepped up efforts to address crime in Mid-City, resulting in 11 arrests 
and a demonstrable drop in violent crime in targeted areas.  Our 
neighborhoods are safer today because SDPD Captain Lawrence 
McKinney and his division have taken criminals off our streets.  Over a 
five day period earlier in June, the commanding officers deployed a 
number of resources to target areas in Mid-City that have been hit hard 
recently by violent crime.  This action resulted in:  
4 felony arrests 
7 misdemeanor arrests 
6 misdemeanor citations 
15 traffic citations 
6 impounded vehicles 
86 field interviews 
The Police Department will continue to focus on these targeted loca-
tions to improve safety, which is key because crime rates generally 
increase during the warm summer months.  The men and women of the 
San Diego Police Department put their lives on the line every day to 
protect our community.  I appreciate their efforts, their creativity and their 
continued dedication to proactively addressing crime in our 
neighborhoods. 
 
Infrastructure: City Council Approves $5 Million for Street 
Surfacing 
The City’s crumbling infrastructure received a boost today when the City 
Council supported a $5,125,754.60 plan to slurry seal streets Citywide.  
These upgrades are part of a larger plan that will improve 60 miles of 
roadways in District Three by the end of next year. 
 
Transit: Comment Period is Open on Critical Transit Study 
The San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) recently 
released its draft Transit Impediments Study.  The report summarizes 
both financial and ridership impediments to maintaining long-term transit 
service levels throughout San Diego County.  The report also includes 
potential alternatives based on overcoming the identified impediments, 
increasing and maintaining service levels and increasing and 
maintaining funding for transit operational expenses.  The public 
comment period on this study will soon conclude.  As a member of the 
Metropolitan Transit System Board and SANDAG's Transportation 
Committee, I've been a vocal opponent of cutting transit service in our 
urban communities and increasing fares on San Diego's transit riders.  
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This study is a step toward creating long term solutions to our lack of 
transit operations funding which is what causes cuts in service and 
increases in fares. 
If you'd like to join me in demanding a transit system that works for all 
San Diegans, please review the Transit Impediments Study and send 
your feedback to SANDAG by Friday, June 26. The point of contact for 
your comments is below.  You can read the study and learn more about 
this important issue by visiting 
http://sandag.org/index.asp?projectid=352&fuseaction=proj
ects.detail.  
Speak Out for Public Transit  
Comments can be directed to Philip Trom, Associate Regional Planner for 
SANDAG 
401 B Street, Suite 800 
San Diego, CA 92101 
Phone: (619) 699-7330 
E-mail: ptr@sandag.org  
 
Equality: City Council to Consider Supporting Repeal of “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell” 
I am proud that San Diego has once again stood up against discrimination 
and am thankful to my colleagues for their unanimous vote supporting the 
repeal of the federal “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” law at today’s City Council 
meeting.   
This discriminatory policy took effect 15 years ago.  Since then, more than 
12,500 people have been discharged from military service because of 
their sexual orientation, including 265 discharged since President Barack 
Obama’s inauguration.  According to a Blue Ribbon Commission Report, 
the cost to replace and train service members discharged under this law 
between 1994 and 2003 exceeded $363.8 million.  In spite of this, some 
lesbian, gay and bisexual service members are proudly serving our 
country in uniform.  Some are still harassed and serve with the fear of 
losing their chosen careers. 
The City of San Diego regularly takes positions on federal and state 
legislation.  Prior to today’s City Council action, the City’s Human 
Relations Commission and the Committee on Rules, Open Government 
and Intergovernmental Relations advocated for the repeal of “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell.”   
A federal bill formally eliminating “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” has been 
introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives.  In addition, this 
afternoon, the California State Senate Veterans Affairs Committee is 
scheduled to consider a resolution sponsored by Senator Christine Kehoe 
(D-San Diego) calling for the repeal of “Don't Ask, Don't Tell.”   
 
As you can see, I am committed to the agenda you set for me and look 
forward to further progress with your help.  Please continue to stay in 
touch by calling 619-236-6633, emailing toddgloria@sandiego.gov, or by 
visiting MySpace, Facebook orTwitter. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve, 
Todd 

 

ASSOCIATION MEETING MINUTES 
[Tuesday, JUNE09, 2009] 

Meeting called to order by President Lopez, at 6:20p. 
Meeting attendance was forty-three [43] adults, no children attended, 
including Mr. Jeff Davis, City of San Diego Housing Commission, Marisa 
Berumen, Council Reps to Councilmember MARTI EMERALD, CD-7, 
Detective Anthony Bryant, Community Liaison Officer. 
Presentation(s):  

Mr. JEFF DAVIS, 
City of San Diego Housing Commission, 

Section 8, Rental Assistance & applications were distributed. 
Update(s) Announcements:  
§ The Honorable Marti Emerald and members of her Staff will attend 

next month meeting, City Council permitting.  
§ Urban Corps School Graduation 
§ ENVIROFEST at Chollas Lake Park on 09/19/09 
§ Food Distribution: Every second Monday of each month at 5450 Lea 

Street (off 54 Street) @ 8:30 am. 
Off-Agenda Public Comment: NONE 
Neighborhood Concerns: NONE 
Field/Comm. Rep’s Reports:  
1. Marisa Berumen (CD-7 Council Rep): (1) the Honorable Council-

member MARTI EMERALD has scheduled a visit to Fox Canyon, 
Council meeting permitting, during the association meeting of July 14. 
(2) Other Fox Canyon Issues.  

2. Officer Anthony Bryant reported on Fox Canyon/City Heights/City’s 
Crime Issues and statistics. (1) Robberies in Canyon has gone up. (2) 
Loud noises/loud partying and party call are the majority of Fox 
Canyon call for service. (3) Discussed the nuisance issues at 4790 
and 4802 Lantana. 

Correspondence: NONE. 
Neighborhood Issues: NONE. 
Refreshments:  A kind donation from Doris Pierson, Rosilyn Davis 

and Prince Business Management Systems.  
Adjournment: At 7:55 PM, to the Corporation of the Fox Canyon Neigh-
borhood Association and to the Board Meeting of July 14, at 6:15 p.  
Jose Lopez, President 
 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
[Tuesday, JUNE 23, 2009] 

The Board did not meet due to a short Quorum. 
Mercedes Martinez Shetter, Secretary 
 

Newsletter Circulation: 470 hard and 1,860 E-mailed copies. 

Doris Pierson proofreader, we’re grateful for the 
donation of her precious time. 

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBORS AS YOU 
LOVE YOURSELF! 

Show PRIDE by cleaning-out 
the pig sty. 

 
 

The Fox Canyon Voice 
Reserves for itself the right 

to edit for space, clarity and 
content all materials 

submitted for publication. 
The views expressed in this 

newsletter are strictly those of 
the authors and DO NOT 

necessarily reflects the views 
of the FCNA, Inc., 

organization. 
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