
Panhandling Problem 
Begging and panhandling is an old business, playing on your feeling sorry for the per-

son. It is easy to reach into your pocket and help the poor fellow, right? -  WRONG! 

Word travels fast in this community. By giving them money, you send the message, 

―Bud, this is a good place to beg‖. Just say, ―I am sorry but I can‘t help you‖. Believe me, 

these people are lazy and look for easy marks. 

If you are a business it is a good idea to have a coded question between employees 

such as, Did you call Hazel back, it sounded important? Then the employee should call 

the Desk Sergeant, 427-1222 or 311 from a telephone out of sight. 

Officer Will Smith advises, get a good description; height, weight, color of hair, complex-

ion, etc. and give the location.  

A blooming great place 

to live in Fort Wayne. 

Membership = the cost of 2 cups of coffee ! 
If you haven’t joined, contact an officer (See page 5) and contribute to the success of 

Bloomingdale Neighborhood. 

While attending a reorganizational meeting I made a statement, ―If everyone did a little bit, we‘d end up a big 

bit‖. Well I thought about it and ended up doing this ―little bit‖: Editor. Do your bit, join and help us communicate 

our needs to the City of Fort Wayne.  

Welcome New “Two Cup” Members for 2010 

Cortland: Robert Martin; Jeremy and Rachel Hudon 

Florence: Jean and Bud Mendenhall; Mary Mailor 

Greenlawn: Marylee Brown 

Hensch: Judy MacDonald 

Huffman: Rob and Gretchen Johnson 

Meridian: Jeanette and Allen Lauer; Suzanne Winkleblack 

Putnam: Matt and Missy Deputy; Sherry and Sandy Cowell; Eddie and Nanette Coble; 

Cindi Rogers; Hope Alive 

Wells: Josh D. Harper; Judy Wire; Sam Hyde; Bob and Nyla Doswell, Shawna Nicelley; 

Miss Denise and Mose; Joann Martin; Kenneth W. Merkle 

Others: Jose and Michelle Contreras; Julianna Fleischer; Elois Quin; Douglas Shaffer; 

Jim and Jeanne Witzgreuter 

Note: For any additions or corrections, call Eddie at 423-2303. Thanks for your support. 
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The Great American Clean-Up 

The date is set for May 15, 2010—More information when known. 

Mark the date and volunteer to help. Needed are people with cars, trucks and trailer are 

needed to drive the alleys picking up debris. The association will once again have 

dumpsters. We have one of the cleanest neighborhoods, so lets keep it that way. 

I Need Your Help 

We have about 1800 homes in our association. So far, I have 16 delivery volunteers 

delivering newsletters. This is a heavy burden for each person delivering. If you could 

deliver around your block, or two, would mean so much, and would not require much of 

your time. As I say, ―Everyone‘s little bit make a BIG BIT‖. Please volunteer. 

Contact your Editor, Eddie Coble, 423-2303 or email me at 

BloomingdaleNAEdit@gmail.com  

mailto:BloomingdaleNAEdit@gmail.com


Young children spend their 

early grade school years 

―learning to read.‖  By 3rd 

grade, they are ―reading to 

learn.‖  Children reading below grade-level by 3rd 

grade often struggle throughout their entire lives.  

Without intervention, 74% never catch up. The dif-

ference between the children who can read at 

grade-level and those who can‘t is known among 

educators as the 3rd grade reading gap. United 

Way of Allen County is going to close that gap. 

For more information call Jamie Garwood, 260-422

– 4776 or jamieg@uwacin.org  Learn United  Home 

Page (Information from United Way‘s website) 

Volunteers always needed.  Call today!  
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2010 Membership Dues Application 

Bloomingdale Neighborhood Association, Inc.        

Residence $3.00 – Business $6.00 

Donation: $ ______. ______ 

NAME: __________________________ _____________________________ 
         (First Name/Names)                                        (Last Name) 

Address: ______________________________________________________ 

Phone: (______) ________ - ____________ 

Email: ________________________________________________________ 

Please list your neighborhood concerns or comments: 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

Send check, made payable to: Bloomingdale Neighborhood Association to: 

Treasurer: C. S. Bumgardner 
  607 Greenlawn Avenue 
  Fort Wayne, IN 46808 

Email: BloomingdaleNATrea@gmail.com 
Please cut out along box and enclose with payment—Thank You   

 

- - Clip around dotted lines - - 

Association Meetings 

Little Turtle Library 

March 20, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. 

April 17, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. 

May 15 at Clean up location 

Dog ownership, also called human companionship, is a contact between species. 

Your dog loves, protects and amuses. You keep your dog healthy and happy. But 

when doggie‘s health and happiness includes walking in a public area, you must 

honor that written or unspoken social contract with your neighbors and fellow citizens: 

“Clean Up after your dog/s! 

Locks. Have your noticed your key is hard to insert, hard to turn the lock? A gentle 
shot of WD-40 in the slot, inserting the key several times should free up the tumblers. 
Graphite spray is a very good option. Both can be purchased at your local hardware 
store.  Be sure to have a paper towel handy for any excess liquid. 

Five thing you cannot recover 

in life.  

1. The stone; after it is thrown. 

2. The word; after it is spoken. 

3. The occasion; after it is 

missed. 

4. The time;  after it is gone. 

5. A person; after they are 

gone. 

mailto:jamieg@uwacin.org
http://learnunited.org/contact
http://learnunited.org/contact
http://www.hydebros.com/about.htm
http://www.insiderpages.com/b/3714496797
mailto:BloomingdaleNATrea@gmail.com
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Community Action of Northeast Indiana 

227 E. Washington Blvd. 

M, T, W, 6-8 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-1 p.m.  

St. Mary‘s Catholic Church 

1101 S. Lafayette St. - M, T, W, 1 p.m. 

Euell A. Wilson Community Center 

1512 Oxford St. (260) 456-2917 
 

Appointments available Mon. thru Fri. 

Free Tax Preparation Sites: If you made 

less than $49,000 last year you may qualify 

for the Earned  Income Tax Credit and free 

tax through April 13. 

20 to 25% of eligible individuals claim the Earned In-

come Tax Credit each year. 

 

Note: You need your tax papers plus other proof of 

identity. 

Clip and Save 

Monday is Garbage Collection Day 

Recycling Day is ‗Week A‘ 

8 March and 22 March 

5 April and 19 April 

3 May and 17 May 2135 Wells Street   260-426-3052 

Fort Wayne, IN 46808   800-233-0448 

www.moringsflowersin.com 

DOUG MORING 

 

and want them maintained. They are responsible for a half 
mile to a mile stretch of the system. It‘s not a big time commit-
ment. We only ask that they are on the trails at least once a 
week during the months of April through October. It‘s okay to 
miss a week or two because of vacation,‖ said Ritchie.  
 

Greenway Rangers provide close oversight of safety and se-
curity issues. They also help keep the trails clean by picking 
up litter and provide trail users with information.    
 

Citizens wanting to become a Greenway Ranger, should con-
tact Dawn Ritchie, Greenways Manager, at 427-6002 or 
dawn.ritchie@cityoffortwayne.org. 

A vital part of Fort Wayne‘s beautiful and extensive 
greenway system is the volunteer Greenway Rangers.  
 

These volunteers are the eyes of the system and are a 
key to maintaining the City‘s trails. 
 

―By being out on the trails at least once per week, our 
Rangers keep tabs on the condition of our trails by mak-
ing sure they are secure and free of debris after storms, 
letting us know if asphalt repair is needed and providing 
information to those using the trails. In essence our 
Greenway Rangers save the City money by helping us 
maintain the system. We absolutely could not do it  
without our wonderful volunteer Rangers,‖ said Dawn 
Ritchie, Greenways Manager.  
 

The City currently has 44 volunteer Greenway Rangers, 
but that‘s not enough to cover the 42 miles of trail.  16 
additional Rangers are needed in the following areas: six 
on the River Greenway, five on the Wabash & Erie Tow-
path Trail in southwest Fort Wayne, and five on the 
Aboite Trails in southwest Fort Wayne.  
 

―Our Rangers are residents who use and value the trails 

River Greenway 

Visit our advertisers and tell them, ―thank you‖, for their support. 

They‘ve earned it. 
Bloomingdale Neighborhood is on facebook: 

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=30561183379 

Bloomingdale President’s Corner  Thanks to all of you who have chosen to make Bloomingdale your home.  I don‘t 
know about you, but I thoroughly enjoy all of the benefits we have to living in the heart of Fort Wayne:  We‘re within walk-
ing distance of several fine city parks, Little Turtle Library, restaurants, downtown, grocery stores, and tons of cool, 
eclectic shops.  We have an awful lot going for us, and I want to encourage everyone to continue helping Bloomingdale 
bloom this year.  I‘m not only talking about your flowerbeds, but your properties as well.  We all live in unique, historic, 
older homes.  Let‘s do our best to make them bloom, too.  We‘ve all heard quite a bit about going green and recycling, 
right?  Well, let‘s remember to put in a good word for Bloomingdale to our friends, family, and neighbors; and ask them to 
restore, recycle, and reuse these wonderful old homes!  

mailto:http://www.canihelp.org/
mailto:http://www.eawcenter.org/WhatWeDo.asp
http://aroundfortwayne.info/blog/?p=9656
http://www.firstcallinfo.org/
http://www.moringsflowersin.com
mailto:dawn.ritchie@cityoffortwayne.org
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=30561183379
http://www.gijoesarmystore.com/


Blank on purpose 
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  Association Contact Information 
Newsletter submissions deadline is before the  

first day of the month. 

General Inquiries: 

BloomingdaleNA@gmail.com  
 

(Gretchen, President) 426-1160 

BloomingdaleNAPrez@gmail.com  
 

Vice-President Robert Martin, 424-5413 
 

(Cheri, Sec.-Treasurer) 422-6464 

BloomingdaleNASec@gmail.com  

BloomingdaleNATrea@gmail.com 
  

Eddie Coble, Editor 423-2303  

BloomingdaleNAEdit@gmail.com 

 

Neighborhood Link Website 

http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/Bloomingdale 

The Fort Wayne Police Department 

– Mad Ants Safety Awareness Pro-

gram, launched in the fall of 2009, 

was designed to not only teach chil-

dren about safety but to give them a 

place to turn in case they find them-

selves in a dangerous situation. 

This goal is accomplished by rally-

ing enough homes and businesses 

to saturate the Fort Wayne community with Safe Havens, 

creating a network large enough to ensure the safety of 

every child.  The Safe Havens will be easily identified by a 

decal placed in the windows of the designated buildings and 

homes so that children know where to go if they need help. 

If you or anyone you know would like to become a Safe Ha-

ven, please contact Jeff Johnson of the Mad Ants at (260) 

469-4667 ext.110.  http://www.nba.com/dleague/fortwayne/ 
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Canlan Ice Arena host the Northwest Area Partnership  

Canlan Ice Arena hosted the NW Area Partnership meeting and tour. 

WHAT A JEWEL to our neighborhood. Canlan facilities are in 22  

location in Canada and the United States, so they know how to do it! We 

have a 120,000 sq. foot facility at our disposal. With three official size ice 

rinks where hockey reigns, but programs like Learn to Skate, Jr. Acad-

emy, competitive figure skating training, youth and adult hockey acad-

emy, birthday parties and sport camps are popular as well. A wonderful idea for younger kids, they rent equipment! Ex-

ample, if your child wants to play hockey, they have all the needed equipment in a bag with his/her name. The child 

grabs the bag on the way in and drops off the bag when leaving. Think of the money save!  If I sound proud, I am. Our 

neighborhood is at their front door; Bloomingdale is Blooming! 
District City Councilman 

Tom Didier, 3rd District 

(260) 489-4559  

E-mail: tdidiers5@verizon.net 

Tim Pape, 5th District 

(260) 423-9400 

E-mail: pape@carsonboxberger.com 

mailto:BloomingdaleNA@gmail.com
mailto:BloomingdaleNAPrez@gmail.com
mailto:BloomingdaleNASec@gmail.com
mailto:BloomingdaleNATrea@gmail.com
mailto:BloomingdaleNAEdit@gmail.com
http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/Bloomingdale_-_Fort_Wayne/home
http://www.nba.com/dleague/fortwayne/
http://www.nba.com/dleague/fortwayne/ant_farm.html
http://www.connollys.doitbest.com/
http://www.urbanspoon.com/r/148/927796/restaurant/Richards-Bakery-Fort-Wayne
mailto:dandmapparel@msn.com
http://www.icesports.com/fortwayne/default.aspx
mailto:tdidiers5@verizon.net
mailto:pape@carsonboxberger.com


Residential • Commercial • Repair Work  
Bathroom Remodeling • Parts • Supplies 

2234 North Clinton Street 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46805-3299 

Phone: (260) 483-0572 / Fax: (260) 483-0574 

CO# 81001037 • www.northsideplumbingfw.com 

 

 

Have you noticed runoff water damming up around the catch basin? It could be blocked by an ice sheet or leaf debris. 

Be a good neighbor, take your yard rake, a shovel and a bucket to the curb. Either break the ice into small pieces or rake 

debris onto the shovel and properly dispose it.    

Attention business owner ! Many of your customers have commented about ice and snow build up on sidewalks at 

store fronts. City Code required that you clear your sidewalk by 9:00 am. Your insurance company will have a liability 

issue if someone should fall and get hurt due to your negligence. So, please avoid a problem with safe planning. 

 

1327 North Wells Street 

Fort Wayne IN 46808 

Fax 260-422-8715 

Joshua D. Harper, Funeral Director 

http://www.northsideplumbingfw.com/
http://www.northsideplumbingfw.com
http://www.northsideplumbingfw.com/
http://www.instantautofinance.net/
http://www.sloanandsonsfuneralhome.com/dm20/en_US/locations/40/4086/index.page?

