


February-March 2010
A Victorian Flatbush Community



(This newsletter will be available online at www.neighborhoodlink.com/brooklyn/bswa by 2/26/10)

Everyone is invited to attend the Beverley Square West monthly meeting, which is held early in the month, except no meeting in July and August. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

*BSW Meeting, Monday, 3/1, 8 pm at 279 Argyle Road- Agenda on page 4.  Come at 7:30 for snacks and wine.----------------------------------

From Co-President Bob Pandolfo:

2010 U.S. Census: From the MTA and Better Business Bureau:  “If a U.S. Census worker knocks on your door, they will have a badge, a handheld device, a Census Bureau canvas bag, and a confidentiality notice.  Ask to see their identification and their badge before answering their questions.  While the Census Bureau might ask for basic financial information, such as salary range, you don’t have to answer anything about your finances.  The Census Bureau will not ask for Social Security, bank account, or credit card numbers, nor will employees solicit donations.  Eventually, Census workers may contact you by telephone, mail, or in person at home.  However, the Census Bureau will not contact you by email, so be on the lookout for email scams.”

Joint BSW/Ditmas Park West Party:  This event is now set for May 2nd.  There will be an afternoon party for all residents at the Temple at 1016 Beverley Road.  There will be a separate flier, and I will send details by e-mail also.
Security:  Due to the loss of some of our members we have had to shorten our coverage hours.  We urgently need new or renewed members.  Please call Glenn at 917-348-1704.

Snow removal from sidewalks:  Please remember that, by law, our sidewalks must be cleared within four hours after snow stops falling, or 11 am for overnight snow.
Sanitation schedule:  I will try to keep you up-to-date by e-mail regarding any changes to Sanitation pick-up schedules, to avoid unnecessary refuse blowing around our streets.  Please share these e-mails with neighbors who are not online. Please use porch lights regularly.
 New Street Trees:  If you want a tree planted, call 311 or on the web at http://www.nyc.gov/freetree. You can even request a tree for your neighbor. 

Newsletter by e-mail/ web: If you currently receive a paper copy of this newsletter, and wish to receive only the electronic version, please send me an e-mail at robert.pandolfo@gmail.com and include your name and street address.  For those already receiving the newsletter and other info electronically, please keep Bob informed of any change in your e-mail address.

Suggestions:  If you have any ideas for BSW's newsletter or meetings, please call Bob at 

347-578-4146 or e-mail robert.pandolfo@gmail.com.

In the Garden Corner 







by Vera Julia Gordon


March.   It can be a slow garden month, or a busy one; it all depends on the weather.  Its snowfalls can be of historic proportions, but then again its temperatures can be in the mid-80s.  It’s definitely changeable and proverbially windy; “In like a lamb, out like a lion” but sometimes it’s “In like a lion, out like a lamb”.  However, some things are certain: Saturday, March 20 is the vernal equinox with day and night of equal length and, thus, the official beginning of spring.  In March we gain almost an hour and a half of daylight.  Days will continue to lengthen until June 21.  Sunday, March 14 starts Daylight Savings Time (“spring forward” as you reset your clocks.)  Yes, it used to be later, but now it begins before spring and lasts until November 7.

A few days before and after the First Quarter moon of March 22, the moon rides very high in the sky.  The full moon of March 29 (the “worm moon”) heralds Passover (March 30) and Easter (April 4).  In March Saturn rises in the east at about sunset so it is bright all night as it moves toward the west.  Mars rises earlier so it is high in the Southeast at sunset.  Venus will be low in the western sky at sunset and set soon thereafter.  Jupiter is low in the Southeast before sunrise.

This year it is likely that we will experience what New Englanders call “mud season” as the snow melts and saturates the soil.  While snow is an excellent mulch, its melting can lead to messy conditions.  Try not to walk on the wet soil as you go about your garden tasks, for it compacts it and can lead to root damage.  


We watch eagerly for signs of spring.  The crows are already back and cawing as they establish nesting sites.  The witch hazel are a haze of color at the Brooklyn Botanic.  Before long the crocus and snowdrops will flower, even if in the midst of snow, and the pussy willows will display their velvety buds.  


Late March, about the 25th, is usually considered a good time to prune hybrid roses, down to 12 or 15 inches.  Cut out winter-kill and crossing branches.  Make your cuts at an angle, above outward facing buds.  On climbers, tie the long canes in horizontals, and cut back growth on them to about three inches, or if that growth is long, make it into a new horizontal.  In late June, cut back some of the old long canes to encourage new ones to develop.  The long whips of wisteria should be cut back, leaving about five or so nodes of last year’s growth.  Flowers will grow from those nodes.  Remove any seed pods; seeds are poisonous.


Cut a few branches of forsythia and fruit trees for forcing indoors, in water.  Cut pussy willows, but do not put them in water; they will grow and you will lose the soft buds you cut them for!  Trim privet – drastically – and cut out some of the interior branches to let in light.  Clematis can be pruned back by about half.  Leave hydrangeas until May, and don’t touch the azaleas!  Trim them after they bloom.  Peonies can be dug, divided, replanted in late March.  Replant them only an inch, or less, below the surface.

Continue to tend to houseplants.  They don’t go to outside until mid-May but they are getting more windowsill light as the year advances.  They can have full-strength fertilizer at the end of the month.


Enjoy your early spring garden!
CY 2010 LIST OF BEVERLEY SQUARE WEST DUES PAYING MEMBERS (JANUARY 1, 2010 – DECEMBER 31, 2010) AS OF FEBRUARY 21, 2010
ARGYLE ROAD  
Johnson-Hunt; Hittman; Rubman; Gordon; Tyroler/Clemens; Epstein/Hefferen; Wahrmann; Soffian; Prather; Bonadonna; Wong; Pesso/Shapiro; Eiss; Zagare/Smith; Rosenberg/Siegel

BEVERLEY ROAD

Aranda, Gross; Woolever/Krainin; Ver Eecke; Curtis; Joseph
MARLBOROUGH ROAD

Bilanow; Blaine; Borbolla; Mallay; Bowman; Troy/Iozzio; Taylor/Boucaud 
RUGBY ROAD

Herman/Nevermann, Del Quaglio, Rosenberg, Hertzog/Jabinsky; Turoff; Andreana; Cahn; Gross/Kaczmarczyk; Hannigan/Whelan

STRATFORD ROAD

Wolin; Pandolfo; Landy/Colen; Speranza; Bell/McKinley; Wilde; Kennedy/Shain
WESTMINSTER ROAD

Ricketts/Taylor; Trachtman/Dassinger; La Marita; Mintz; Corvington; Ellis; Mangiacapre; Chung

SLOCUM PLACE

Varon

TOTAL – 53 (out of an estimated 305 houses)

I apologize for any misspellings of names. If you think that I made a mistake in omitting your name, please call me at (718) 469-6633. Thank you for your continued support of our community organization.  Your dues support a variety of community organizations and activities.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------BEVERLEY SQUARE WEST ASSOCIATION DUES FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2010 (Jan-Dec)  BSW membership dues are payable on a fiscal year basis.  All 2010 dues are due now.  Dues are $20.00.  Please fill out the form below and mail it today with your check made out to Beverley Square West Association to Miriam Rubman, BSW Treasurer, 261 Argyle Road, Brooklyn, NY  11218.  Thank you for your continued support of our beautiful neighborhood.  If you have any questions, please call me at 718-469-6633.

Name (s)________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________________________________________

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________

Comments__________________________________________________________________

BSW Minutes: February 1, 2010 Meeting (from Miriam Rubman, edited by Bob Pandolfo) 
PS 139 Schoolyard Changes: John Epstein gave a brief history of past schoolyard issues.  For ten years, the schoolyard was closed at appropriate times.  The redo will cost $225,000, and basketball hoops are in the revised plan.  Discussion arose whether hoops should be banned, shorter than standard or portable.  The school construction authority is amenable to whatever is approved by the school and the neighborhood.  The other issue is locked gates.  Even if the gates are locked, kids can climb over the fence.  If the police are called, they often do not respond in a timely fashion.  The principal promised to make sure the gates are locked.  Using the security service to lock the gates on Saturday, the school will pay into the security service, was mentioned.  A meeting with the school and BSW representatives was planned for Friday to explore options and solutions regarding security, locked gates and basketball hoops.  Quick action is needed because construction is to start in April.

Luis Fund:  Glenn Wolin will be in charge of selecting the appropriate plaque for Luis with the inscription “friend and protector.”  Ideas were tossed around about using the rest of the money for a scholarship fund at PS 139 or donating books to the library.  We are still considering options.

2010 Social Event:  A tentative date of May 2, 2010 has been selected for the joint Ditmas Park West and Beverley Square West party.  We are waiting to hear from DPW.

Treasurer’s Report:  The treasurer’s report was given.  If you want more information, contact Miriam Rubman at 718-469-6633.

Landmarking:  Chris Kreussling was not available to give his report.  Information was tabled until the next meeting.

Other Business:  The BSW attendees voted to give $250 to Doctors Without Borders, and an additional $250 to another organization to be named for Haitian relief.  Poles for Verizon FIOS - nobody knows when this will happen in our area.  A  2010 neighborhood calendar with pictures of BSW is for sale.  More information on this purchase will be forthcoming (the e-mail link includes a purchase option-Ed.).

.
Agenda for March meeting:
1- PS 139 Schoolyard changes – 15 minutes.

2- 2010 social events – 10 minutes.

3- Landmarking- 10 minutes.

4- Treasurer’s report – 10 minutes.





5- Other business – 15 minutes.

Here is a list of our block representatives:  Stratford/Beverley- Bob Pandolfo, 214, Tel 347-578-4146, Westminster- Audrey Campbell, 297, 718-282-5937/ Janice Hamann, 330, 718-287-5408, Argyle- Jack Rubman, 261, Tel 718-469-6633, Rugby- Tom Montuori, 306, Tel 718-287‑6502, Marlborough- 



