


January-February 2010
A Victorian Flatbush Community



(This newsletter will be available online at www.neighborhoodlink.com/brooklyn/bswa by 1/29/10)

Everyone is invited to attend the Beverley Square West monthly meeting, which is held early in the month, except no meeting in July and August. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

*BSW Meeting, Monday, 2/1, 8 pm at 238 Argyle Road- Agenda on page 4.  Come at 7:30 for snacks and wine.----------------------------------

From Co-President Bob Pandolfo:

2010 U.S. Census: From the MTA and Better Business Bureau:  “If a U.S. Census worker knocks on your door, they will have a badge, a handheld device, a Census Bureau canvas bag, and a confidentiality notice.  Ask to see their identification and their badge before answering their questions.  While the Census Bureau might ask for basic financial information, such as salary range, you don’t have to answer anything about your finances.  The Census Bureau will not ask for Social Security, bank account, or credit card numbers, nor will employees solicit donations.  Eventually, Census workers may contact you by telephone, mail, or in person at home.  However, the Census Bureau will not contact you by email, so be on the lookout for email scams.”

Joint BSW/Ditmas Park West Party:  In April, there will be an afternoon party for all residents at the Temple at 1016 Beverley Road.  There will be a separate flier, and I will send details by e-mail also.
Luis Rodriguez:  A considerable sum has been raised for Luis’ funeral and burial expenses, and there will be a community vote on the grave marker and a donation for the remaining funds. 
Security:  Due to the loss of some of our members we have had to shorten our coverage hours.  We urgently need new or renewed members.  Please call Glenn at 917-348-1704.

Snow removal from sidewalks:  Please remember that, by law, our sidewalks must be cleared within four hours after snow stops falling, or 11 am for overnight snow. 
New Street Trees:  If you want a tree planted, call 311 or on the web at http://www.nyc.gov/freetree. You can even request a tree for your neighbor. 

Newsletter by e-mail/ web: If you currently receive a paper copy of this newsletter, and wish to receive only the electronic version, please send me an e-mail at robert.pandolfo@gmail.com and include your name and street address.  For those already receiving the newsletter and other info electronically, please keep Bob informed of any change in your e-mail address.

Suggestions:  If you have any ideas for BSW's newsletter or meetings, please call Bob at 

347-578-4146 or e-mail robert.pandolfo@gmail.com.

In the Garden Corner 







by Vera Julia Gordon


February.   It is the shortest month, but we gain about one hour and ten minutes of daylight during its 28 days.  We have certainly had a January thaw this year.  February 2 is Groundhog Day and country lore holds that if a groundhog (woodchuck) emerges from its burrow that day and sees its shadow, it will turn around and go back to continue hibernation and we will have six more weeks of winter.  If it does not see its shadow, that is said to mean an early spring.  We’ll see.

This year, February 14 is the Lunar New Year, Tet, and the start of the Oriental calendar.  In the next few days after, look in the West for the crescent moon in the evening sky pairing with the bright planets Venus and Jupiter.  Then a few days before February 28’s full moon the nearby planet is Mars.


Plants respond to the longer days whether it’s frigid or not.  By the end of the month look for snowdrops, and flowers on the witch hazel and almond, and even early pussywillows.


If you find forgotten spring bulbs, get the bulbs in the ground when the soil can be worked.  They may bloom, but at least they will have a chance to grow for flowers in 2011, but left in the bag they will either powder out or rot.  Check catalogs, stores and shows for spring and summer flowering bulbs.  Buy now to get your favorites and store them in a cool, dark spot to plant in April or May.  If you find amaryllis on sale, buy if it hasn’t bloomed and grow indoors.  Check your stored amaryllis and if green growth has started, bring them to a sunny window and start them off with a drink of warm water.


Attend to your houseplants: water if the soil is dry.  Plants in different rooms in your home may have different watering needs, depending on the sun/radiator situation.  Use a dilute fertilizer solution and remember that more houseplants are killed by overwatering than by underwatering.  Check for insects and spray if necessary.

Look outdoors at the bare limbs and those which have fallen with our high winds to check for signs of the Asian Longhorned Beetle – round half inch holes and/or round half inch brown egg masses.  Report any suspicious finds to 877-STOP-ALB.  These beetles are a serious menace to our trees.  Look also for broken limbs in the tree canopy.  Call an arborist to remove these dangers.  While it is costly, the damage to people, cars, and houses can be much more expensive!


Leave mulches in place.  Continue cleanup of spent perennial foliage.  Hold off on pruning of “woodies” and roses until late March even if tempted by a warm day.


If you see primroses on sale, buy for houseplants or plant outdoors now.  And, of course, plan for spring planting.  Discuss ideas with your family.  Just remember that if you buy, you will need time, energy, and family to get them planted.  


Enjoy your garden and watch for those special signs of spring!
CY 2010 LIST OF BEVERLEY SQUARE WEST DUES PAYING MEMBERS (JANUARY 1, 2010 – DECEMBER 31, 2010) AS OF JANUARY 25, 2009
ARGYLE ROAD

Johnson-Hunt; Hittman; Rubman; Gordon; Tyroler/Clemens, Epstein/Hefferen, Wahrmann
BEVERLEY ROAD

Aranda, Gross, Woolever/Krainin, Ver Eecke
MARLBOROUGH ROAD

Bilanow; Blaine, Borbolla, Mallay, Turoff
RUGBY ROAD

Herman/Nevermann, Del Quaglio, Rosenberg, Hertzog/Jabinsky
STRATFORD ROAD

Wolin; Pandolfo, Landy/Colen, Speranza
WESTMINSTER ROAD

Ricketts/Taylor, Trachtman/Dassinger, La Marita, Mintz, Corvington, Ellis
SLOCUM PLACE

Varon

TOTAL – 31 (out of 350 houses)

I apologize for any misspellings of names. If you think that I made a mistake in omitting your name, please call me at (718) 469-6633. Thank you for your continued support of our community organization.  Your dues support a variety of community organizations and activities.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------BEVERLEY SQUARE WEST ASSOCIATION DUES FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2010 (Jan-Dec)  BSW membership dues are payable on a fiscal year basis.  All 2010 dues are due now.  Dues are $20.00.  Please fill out the form below and mail it today with your check made out to Beverley Square West Association to Miriam Rubman, BSW Treasurer, 261 Argyle Road, Brooklyn, NY  11218.  Thank you for your continued support of our beautiful neighborhood.  If you have any questions, please call me at 718-469-6633.

Name (s)________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________________________________________

E-Mail Address______________________________________________________________

Comments__________________________________________________________________

BSW Minutes: January 4, 2009 Meeting (from Bob Pandolfo)

Luis Rodriguez:  There was no decision on the grave marker, because not enough people were in attendance, so that decision is deferred.  We also need to decide on donating any remaining funds.

March 2010 Social event:  There will be a joint BSW/Ditmas Park West afternoon party, with Miriam, Joanna and Carmen on the committee.  Details to follow.  The BSW biennial event also was discussed.

Landmarking: There are no updates currently. The next meetings for the research and political group are in January, and Chris Kreussling will report any updates.  Volunteers for either the research group or the political group are needed. 
Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report was given. If you want more information, call Miriam Rubman at 718-469-6633. 

Private Security: Please pay for the second half (Jan.-June) if you pay twice a year.  Mondays can be restored if enough money is received.
Other Business:  We will get info on the unfinished house on Stratford.  There is a litter problem at Stratford and Beverley, it was advised to get the license plate number of “black cars” to give to 311.  (I have requested a litter basket at this site- Ed.)  Two members agreed to participate on two of the Community Board 14 committees: cultural affairs and community environment.  The other committees that we need representation on are Human Services, Youth Services, Public Safety, and Transportation.
Agenda for February meeting: 
1- PS 139 Schoolyard changes – 15 minutes.

2- Arrangements for Luis’ funds – 15 minutes.

2- 2010 social events – 20 minutes.

3- Landmarking- 10 minutes.

4- Treasurer’s report – 5 minutes.





5- Other business – 15 minutes.

Here is a list of our block representatives:  Stratford/Beverley- Bob Pandolfo, 214, Tel 347-578-4146, Westminster- Audrey Campbell, 297, 718-282-5937/ Janice Hamann, 330, 718-287-5408, Argyle- Jack Rubman, 261, Tel 718-469-6633, Rugby- Tom Montuori, 306, Tel 718-287‑6502, Marlborough- 



