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Spring Is Finally Here! 

            Well, it seemed to take forever to arrive but Spring is 
finally here.  Please remember to do what you can to pick up any 
loose trash and garbage that is around your property and in the 
street that may be left there from winter.  Also please remember 
to drive within the 25 mph Speed Limit as you drive through the 
Court and help keep the Court safe for little kids to play.

Our Next Neighborhood Watch Meeting in the Court

            Our next meeting of the South Oak Park Court Neighbor-
hood Watch will be on Thursday, May 7, 2009 at 6:30pm in 
the backyard of 607 South Oak Park Court.  This will be an 
important meeting since we will be discussing the planning and 
scheduling of the Block Party this year, there will be a briefing 
about what changes are occurring within our Police District and 
what you should do this summer to combat crime and general 
news.  All South Oak Park Court residents should attend so you 
know what is going on, and find out what you can do to help us 
create a safe and secure neighborhood.  Be sure to bring a lawn 
chair with you when you come.

The Police District Three “Community Involvement Workshop”

            On Saturday, May 2, from 10:00am to 12:30pm, 
Milwaukee Police District Three will be having a “Community 
Involvement Workshop” at the Marquette University Alumni 
Memorial Union (1442 W. Wisconsin Avenue), Room 163. 
At this event you will be able to meet the new Police Captain of 
Milwaukee Police District Three, our city alderman - Alderman 
Murphy,  a representative from the Milwaukee Department of 
Neighborhood Service, Housing Resources Inc. and other guests.  
There will also be three break away workshops that specifically 
address Neighborhood Watch Programs, including:  “Neighbor-
hood Block Watch 101”, “How to Move your Neighborhood 
Watch to the Next Level” and “How to Deal with a Difficult 
Neighborhood”.  This event is being sponsored by the City Wide 
Block Watch Council, the Milwaukee Police District Three and 
is being worked on by David Wahl and Janet Kettner from our 
neighborhood.  Everyone is welcome to come!  This is a great op-
portunity for us all to meet other concerned residents from other 
Neighborhoods in our local area.

Come to the
South Oak Park Court

Neighborhood Watch Meeting

Thursday, May 7, 2009 at 6:30pm 
607 South Oak Park Court (backyard)

~ Come and find out what you can do to make 
South Oak Park Court an even safer neighbor-

hood. ~

~  Meet Your Neighbors ~

~ Help Plan This Years Block Party ~
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     Over the last four years we have done a pretty good job of 
organizing ourselves into a successful Neighborhood Watch 
program and we have gotten a lot done.  Believe it or not, in that 
time at least three suspected drug houses have been reported 
and shut down, and compared to many nearby neighborhoods, 
we currently have a fairly safe and quiet neighborhood.  Now in 
saying that of course, we don’t want anyone to relax and say that 
we still don’t have work to do.  There is plenty more work to do, 
but all and all we have a very successful Neighborhood Watch 
program.  However there is a bigger picture in all of this, which 
I’ll explain.
     Over the winter months, as you can well imagine, there isn’t a 
whole lot going on with the organized activities of the Neighbor-
hood Watch, but this last winter, I did something different.  While 
Kathy Stramstad and many of you have been keeping your eye 
on the neighborhood here at South Oak Park Court, I have been 
putting my attention outside of the Court.  In the last six months, 
I have not only been to every monthly Crime Analysis meeting 
held at the District Three Police station (held the last Thursday 
of every month at 6:00pm), but also have been representing our 
neighborhood at the Police District 3 meeting of the City Wide 
Block Watch Council; Janet and I have been helping to organize 
the District 3 “Community Involvement Workshop” being held 
on May 2 at Marquette University Student Union and will prob-
ably help with the “National Night-Out” event in August.  Most 
importantly, over the last six months, I have helped our Police 
Community Liaison Officer – Officer Kong to reactivate a Neigh-
borhood Watch program near us over on South 67th Street and 
start a new Neighborhood Watch program in the neighborhood 
surrounding Burbank Elementary School (i.e.- the Election Poll-
ing place where we vote), on Adler Street, 2 blocks away from us 
on the other side of Hawley Road.
     So why do this?  Why not just worry about our own neighbor-
hood and let the other neighborhoods take care of themselves?  
The answer is easy:  the more active Neighborhood Watch 
programs we have in the neighborhoods immediately surround-
ing our Court, the safer we’ll be.  As a matter of fact, the more 
Neighborhood Block Watch programs we have in the City of 
Milwaukee, the safer we’ll be.  If one looks at the statistics for 
2008 overall, there was approximately 10% less crime in the City 
of Milwaukee.  Whenever I have heard any city official speak 
about that statistic, they make it very clear that it is not just one 
or two factors that created the improvement, (i.e.- just our new 
Police Chief or more money, etc.), but that it is many things 
working in combination that created that improvement.  And one 
of the things always mentioned as contributing to the improve-
ment is “community involvement and cooperation with Police” 
and Neighborhood Watch programs such as ours.
     So because I’m doing all this, does that mean that I am putting 
less attention on our own Neighborhood Watch program here 
in the Court?  No, it doesn’t.   We will still be having our Court 
Newsletter, our Neighborhood Watch meetings, our Neighbor-
hood Block Party and everything else.  But if it appears to you 
like I am a “busy guy”, you know what is going on.
     And how you can best help is just continue to contribute to 
our Neighborhood Watch program and staying alert to keep our 
neighborhood safe.  We have been successful so far, we just need 
to keep it up.
    ~ David B. Wahl

The Bigger Picture
by David B. Wahl

     Call 911 when there is an emergency.  An emergency would 
be defined as witnessing a crime in progress, to report a fire, or to 
save a life.
     Note:  All cell phone calls are answered by the Milwaukee 
County Sheriff’s Department.  If you need a Milwaukee Police 
Officer, immediately ask to be transferred to the MPD.
     To request a squad to address all other issues call Dispatch at 
Phone # 933-4444 (Extension 2).
     The following are suggestions to assist you in this process:
 ~  Be prepared to provide the following information:
 WHERE:   Give a specific address if possible.
 WHO:  Give a description of the people involved
 WHAT:  Describe the behavior occurring

 ~  When your call is answered, the Dispatcher will 
always announce their Operator Number.  It is recommended that 
you take note of that number and write it down.

 ~  Dispatchers are not Police Officers and if you are not 
receiving the response you are looking for, ask to speak to a Su-
pervisor, who is a Police Officer.  If you are uncomfortable with 
that you can hang up and call the Supervisor directly at Phone # 
935-7472.

 ~  You may call Dispatch and remain anonymous.  The 
Operator is trained to ask for your name or a number where you 
can be reached.  Feel free to continue to state that you wish to be 
anonymous.  Please note that your phone number will come up 
during the call, so don’t be alarmed if the Police Officer calls you 
from the squad for additional information.  Remind him that you 
wish to remain anonymous.  This is, however, an excellent way to 
foster relationships with the Police Officers in your area.

Tips on Calling Dispatch
(Information provided by The City Wide Block Watch Council)

Important Phone Numbers:
Emergency Police and Fire: 911 
Police Non-Emergency: 933-4444
Watch Captain (David) 258-0547 
Watch Co-Captain (Kathy) 640-0728
P.D. Community Liaison - Officer Kong: 935-7733


