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Comments from Chief Corwin announcing the results of the violent crime 
initiative. 

 

 

 

 

Here are my comments from today's press conference, including totals from the initiative: 
This operation was the result of months of work on the part of our Narcotics and Vice Division and our federal 

partners. It builds on the success of a similar operation we conducted last December, which resulted in the arrest 
of more than 100 people with extensive criminal histories. 
Beginning at 7 a.m. Tuesday, officers and detectives set out to serve 35 search warrants and arrest 140 people, 
18 of whom were wanted for questioning in homicides. 
At the same time, detectives with the Vice Section have been running decoy operations to arrest prostitutes, 

many of which have information about violent crimes. 
Using analysis of homicides, aggravated assaults, drive-by shootings, 911 calls, information from patrol officers 
and intelligence, we selected four areas to target. The four target areas comprise 4 percent of the city’s land area 
but have been responsible for 48 percent of the city’s homicides and 47 percent of its drive-by shootings this 
year. 
Several incidents during the course of this operation confirmed we are focusing on the right places. While speak-
ing with residents in the 3900 block of Garfield, officers heard gunshots just down the street. They found the car, 

pulled it over, and found a 16-year-old with an SKS assault rifle. The teen was taken into custody, and the gun 

was recovered. 
Many good people live in these crime-ridden neighborhoods – people who just want the violence to stop. We 

encountered many of them during this operation. One told us he had witnessed a shooting and gave detectives 
very valuable information. Another flagged down officers yesterday to tell them his neighbor down the block had 
a gun. The man turned out to be a convicted felon who is banned from possessing firearms. And neighbors in an 
apartment complex in the 3300 block of Indiana told officers how happy they were to see a party house shut 
down. The officers served a warrant there and found a vacant apartment with 14 cases of beer, 39 bottles of liq-
uor, 14 bottles of wine and several cans of shaving cream inside. 

Those neighbors and so many others are eager to take back their neighborhoods, and Kansas City Missouri Police 
and our partners are doing everything we can to help them. But we need their cooperation now more than ever. 
Although this phase of the operation is over, another phase will commence tomorrow morning. It will involve 

those same 200 officers fanning out across the city to knock on doors to seek information in three unsolved homi-
cide cases. These are cases that homicide detectives selected because they think more neighborhood canvasses 
could yield vital information.  

- We’ve conducted 321 consensual searches. There have been no major incidents or injuries. 

- We’ve cleared 209 arrest warrants and arrested more than 81 people. 

- Approximately $94,109 in street-value narcotics were recovered, as well as $4,071 in U.S. currency. 

- We recovered 32 illegal firearms, including a 13-inch shot gun and numerous assault rifles. 

- We’ve served 34 search warrants. 

Most importantly, the arrests made during this operation have led to much more information in violent 

crime cases. 

Master Patrol Officer James Schriever, CIO, Central Patrol Division, 816-759-6313, Cell 816-719-8350 

Kansas City’s  Finest on their job, Making it safe for the rest of us 
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―Criminals are only 

able to operate in 

neighborhoods that 

allow them to 

operate. We must 

begin the process of 

reclaiming our 

neighborhoods.‖ 

October  2009 

Dear Neighbors and Friends, 

This month I would like to talk about community and what that means. I believe that a neighborhood or 

community is not the houses, the parks, the businesses, or the schools. I believe that a neighborhood is 

the people and the relationships between those people. Today in many of our communities those rela-

tionships are broken. There was a time when neighbors knew each other and greeted each other. There 

was a time when neighbors looked out for each other and especially for the children. Today, many com-

munities have lost that sense of community and no longer view themselves as being a part of something 

larger than themselves. As a result I believe that we have allowed some things to take place in our 

neighborhoods that are bad for the neighborhood and for those people who live there. 

When I was growing up we had a saying and I am sure it is probably older than that but it was, “If you 

don’t stand for something, you will fall for anything.” What do we stand for as a neighborhood and as a 

community? As we move forward with the many initiatives for making Manheim Park a greener, better 

neighborhood we need to have some principles or values that guide us in not only the decisions we 

make on the Green Team, but also in how we treat one another as neighbors. At the upcoming meeting 

on October 10th I want to discuss and adopt a set of 10 values for our neighborhood. I believe these val-

ues will express to the world who Historic Manheim Park is and what we stand for as a neighborhood. I 

believe these values will provide us with a starting point and a goal for us to aspire to in order to be-

come better neighbors and a better neighborhood. 

In the past year we have seen many positive changes occurring in Manheim Park and I hope we will see 

many more as we begin to actually start building and rehabbing houses and making other changes. 

However, if in doing all of these things we do not improve or foster a better sense of community in our 

neighborhood I believe that I will have failed as your President. There is much work for us to do and we 

must all be willing to do our share. If each one of us commits to doing just a little (a couple of hours a 

month) to improving our neighborhood we will be able to accomplish all that we envision a few months 

ago. 

I am happy to say that our Urban Renewal Application was approved by the city and we are now able to 

offer tax abatement for any home owner or certain businesses that make improvements to their property. 

I am also in discussions with a developer to turn Bancroft School into a senior housing unit with a com-

munity space for our neighborhood. I have attached a copy of those ten neighborhood values for you all 

to read and discuss. I look forward to seeing you all the next meeting where we will discuss these and 

other very important issues. 

 Thank you, 

Rodney Knott 

Historic Manheim Park Association President 



This story can fit 75-125 

words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics 

is an important part of add-

ing content to your newslet-

ter. 

Volunteers Needed 
illegal activity to the police. 

Clean-Up– We will begin a 

monthly perimeter clean-up 

and we need volunteers to 

walk the perimeter of our 

neighborhood and pick up 

trash. We will be walking 

Troost from 39th to 47th, we 

will be walking 47th to Paseo, 

we will be walking Paseo to 

39th, and from 39th to 

Troost. This would be a great 

activity for our neighborhood 

youth to show pride in our 

neighborhood and learn the 

value of teamwork and volun-

teerism. 

There is much work to be 

done in our neighborhood 

and in order to get it done it 

is going to need all of us 

working together. The board 

has created a number of 

committees to help rebuild 

Manheim Park, but without 

volunteers to staff them we 

won’t get much done. Please 

review the committees and 

sign up to volunteer for one 

or more of them. 

Block Captains—We need a 

block captain coordinator to 

recruit and support our block 

captains. We also need more 

block captains. I would like 

to have a block captain on 

every block. Block captains 

are our first line of defense 

and one of the most impor-

tant positions. We need you. 

Crime Patrol– We need vol-

unteers to help staff the 

crime patrols. We can not 

expect others to invest in our 

neighborhood if we won’t 

make an effort ourselves. We 

need (preferably men) to be 

willing to walk the streets of 

Manheim Park and be the 

eyes and the ears of our 

neighborhood and report 

CHRISTMAS STORE  APPLICATIONS 
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Metro Lutheran Ministries will soon be taking applications for their 

Christmas Store.   

Applications will be taken from October 19th to October 23rd.   

Monday/ Friday  9:00a.m.— Noon Tuesday & Wednesday 4– 6:30 p.m. 

4153 Rainbow Blvd.  Kansas City, Ks. (Missouri Residents) 

Bring with you: 

1. Picture ID for head of household 

2. Social security card for all family members 

3. Proof of income for the past 30 days 

4. Proof of address (current piece of mail) 

The Store will be open in December 

Christmas Store 2009 location will be 1700 Westport Rd. 

(1block east of 43rd & Stateline 

Wednesday— Saturday  December  9th—12th 

 

Officers 

Rodney Knott—President 

rodneyknott@att.net 

Obiagale Lake—Vice-President 

obiagelelake@hotmail.com  

Thomas Hallensleben—

Treasurer 

thallensleben@sbcglobal.net 

Twyla Christowski—Secretary 
chrostot@yahoo.com 

 

 

Meeting  Times 

The Historic Manheim Park 

Association meets the 2nd 

Saturday of every month ex-

cept December at  10:00 a.m. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

4025 Tracy 

Kansas City, MO 

 

―Last year through unity we 

were able to make history. 

Let’s continue to make 

history together. I believe 

that together we are 

unstoppable.‖ 



 

Historic Manheim Park Association 
HMPA, P.O. Box 32591 

Kansas City, MO 64171 

(816) 303-7472 

manheimpark@yahoo.com 

Free Mammograms for the Uninsured  

Kansas City, Mo.- The Black Health Care Coalition in partnership with Friendship Baptist Church will provide free mammograms to uninsured women 

ages 35-64 on Wednesday, October 14, 2009, between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.  To schedule an appointment call Melissa Robinson at (816) 444-

9600.  The Kansas City, Missouri location will be given once an appointment is made.  Slots are limited and walk-ins will not be accepted. 

Breast cancer is the most common cancer diagnosis among African American women, and among women nationwide. Studies have shown that when 

African American women follow the same preventive measures as white women, their death rates from breast cancer are very similar. However, Afri-

can American women are more likely than white women to be diagnosed at later stages of the disease and are more likely to die from it. 

 “The Black Health Care Coalition is dedicated to ensuring that citizens in the metropolitan area are empowered to be in the 'driver's seat' as it relates to 

their personal health,” stated LaTanya Patton, President and CEO for the Black Health Care Coalition.  “It is our hope that barriers related to inadequate 

health care are removed and women take advantage of the opportunity to be screened,” continues Patton. 

The Black Health Care Coalition’s mission is to: 

Decrease the disparity of health status in the minority community through health advocacy, education, screenings, 

prevention of negative health practices and promotion of healthy activities; 

Build a cohesive health referral network that is user friendly to ensure greater access to health care; and, 

Encourage minority youth to become knowledgeable consumers of health care, practice healthy lifestyles and en-

ter the health care professions. 

The Black Health Care Coalition does not discriminate on the basis of race, ethnicity, religion, age, language, disabil-

ity, sexual orientation, or for any other reason. 

For additional information contact Melissa Robinson at (816) 444-9600 or mrobinson@bhcckc.org. 

http://www.netwellness.org/healthtopics/breastcancer/


 

Habitat for Humanity ReStore is partnering with the Reuse People on a grant proposal to MARC 
to conduct deconstruction training both contractors and potential employees and is looking for 

trainees who want to become deconstruction laborers.  Please note this is only at the pro-
posal stage but ReStore needs to identify organizations that have clients that would be inter-
ested in this training.  If your organization serves clients that would be interested in such train-
ing please contact Brian Alferman at Habitat for Humanity ReStore at brian@restorekc.org or by 

the phone numbers at the bottom of this e-mail. 

The four objectives in this portion of the grant proposal are:  

•       Improve waste diversion by increasing community awareness and capac-
ity in deconstruction, building materials salvage and reuse. 

•       Assist blighted neighborhoods by deconstructing abandoned homes in 
the Green Impact Zone and beyond.  

•       Provide green jobs training.  

•       Create partnerships with for-profit contractors who would provide 
long term employment opportunities for properly trained people. 

To accomplish these objectives, the Kansas City Habitat for Humanity ReStore and The ReUse 
People of America will conduct the activities described below. 

An Introduction to Deconstruction Training. The Deconstruction Training will provide essen-
tial hands-on skills in safety, tool usage and materials handling in the process of decon-
structing abandoned homes. A total of ten students would be trained in each of two ses-
sions. The skills learned in these training sessions and subsequent deconstruction work ex-
plained below will enable the trainees to obtain even higher paying jobs within the con-
struction industry as carpenters, electricians, masons, plumbers, kitchen installers, etc. 
Each training session will be comprised of four classroom days and ten on-the-job training 
days actually deconstructing one house. 

During this training, one local person would be trained to conduct future deconstruction 
training sessions without having to pay travel time and expenses for a California trainer. 

Employment. Partnerships will be made with for profit contractors trained from the Regional 

Deconstruction Contractor Training program to hire these newly trained laborers. Through 

these partnerships other deconstruction projects will be conducted in the Green Impact 

Zone, and the private sector thus giving the trainees continuing experience to hone their 

recently learned deconstruction skills. 

COMMUNITY PARNTERSHIP GRANT— NEEDS  TRAINEES 

http://us.mc584.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=brian@restorekc.org

