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Cascade Highlands Herald 

www.neighborhoodlink.com/vancouver/cascadehighlands January 2009 

 
A little time, a little effort, makes for a better neighborhood! 

 
 

Next Meeting 
Our next meeting will be January 15, 2008 at Mtn. View 
H.S. (1500 Blairmont) at 7:00 p.m. in the forum room.  
The primary goal of the meeting is to elect our N.A. 
officers, and change the term of the board to run from 
January 2009 to July 2011.  We will also present 
information on the switch to digital television, and the 
situation of the City of Vancouver’s budget. 
 
Agenda - Jan. 15 Meeting 
1.  Nomination and election of CHNA officers, changing of 
terms of office 
2.  Presentation by Natasha Ramras on the City of 
Vancouver budget situation 
3.  Tree Report - Erika Johnson 
4.  Switch to Digital TV - Dan West 
5.  Report on Chief of Police’s meeting - Gary Bohman 
6.  Issues of interest or concern  
 
 
Thank you to all of our dedicated newsletter distributors - 

you help make Cascade Highlands a great place to 
live!  Thank you to Judy and Dick 
Bird, Eileen and Joe  Blackman, Gary 
Bohman, Joe Byrne, Jennifer 

Chariarse, April and Scott Charleton, Rosenna 
and Ken Cheng, Cecil Davies, Marion Dittman, Son Do, 
Julie Dunn, Terry Fraser, Edith Hartley, Jim Hoover and 
Shareefah Abdullah, Brenda Jensen, Erika and Mark 
Johnson, Jean Kent, Peggy Liang, Elise Miller, Doug 
Mineau, Leanore Olmstead, Holly Orr, Nathalie Pinzone, Pat 
Poe, Diane Pudans, Ron and Shirley Royer, Barbara Scherr, 
Steve Schmidlkofer, Marianne Stein, Jim Strouse, Anne 
Vitort, Chelinda Weber, Bill Wilton and Jessica Yates for 
helping with the November newsletter.   

 
 
 
 

C.H.N.A. LEADERSHIP 

Chair 
Jean Kent 896-7291  
jeaken@pacifier.com 
 

Co-Chair 
Gary Bohman 254-2009 
pegarma@aol.com 

 
Treasurer 
Nathalie Pinzone 
 
Secretary 
Mark Johnson 260-9140 
 
City Liaison 
Antoinette Gasbarre 619-1008 
antoinette.gasbarre@ 
ci.vancouver.wa.us 
 

Newsletter Editor             
Mark Johnson 260-9140 

 
Newsletter Distributor             
Erika Johnson 260-9140 

 
Website Coordinator 
Dan West  
dan@westofnorthwest.org  
 
Neighborhood Policing 
Officer: Corporal Charlie Ford 
696-8292 X 3217, or  
487-7540, 
charlie.ford@ci.vancouver.wa.us 
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Election of Officers 
and Description of 
Board Duties 
The current terms for our slate 
of officers is up in January.  Our 

current officers are willing to serve again.  If 
you are interested in being an officer, please 
contact chair Jean Kent (896-7291).  Elections 
will occur during our January 15th meeting. 
 
We are recommending that we change the term 
of the offices to begin and to terminate in July, 
which is when we hold our summer meeting in 
the park.  That meeting is always well 
attended.  Meetings held at other times of the 
year are not well attended.   We are also 
recommending that we change the name of the 
co-chair position to vice chair.   
 
The terms of the officers elected in January will 
extend to July of 2011. 
 
At this point the duties of the 
secretary/treasurer are covered by two people, 
and the duties of the newsletter editor are 
covered by two people (newsletter editor and 
newsletter distributor).  Our website coordinator 
is not an official member of the board, but helps 
with decision making.  We also have designated 
a person to serve as our representative to the 
N.T.S.A. (Neighborhood Traffic Safety Alliance) 
committee. 
 
If approved by voting attendees to the meeting, 
positions of leadership will be: chair, vice chair, 
secretary/treasurer, and newsletter editor with 
additional duties to be assigned by the chair 
and agreed to by the board.   
 
If you have an opinion about changing the 
terms of our officers to run from July to July 
(two years later) instead of January to January 
(also two years later), please email or phone an 
officer of CHNA.   

 

The Last of Our Grants Are 
Being Fulfilled Now 
Perhaps you’ve noticed that the intersection of 
Stevenson and Parkcrest now has ADA ramps, 
and SE 160th Ave. now has speed humps and 
some completed, some in-process, and some 
to-be-started ADA ramps.  These two projects 
were awarded last year, the 

Parkcrest/Stevenson was a NAP (Neighborhood 
Action Plan) grant, and the 160th is a REET 
(Real Estate Excise Tax) grant.  The city 
Operations department is doing the work which 
saves a lot of money over having the projects 
contracted out.  Thank you to the city for 
awarding us these grants, for drawing up the 
plans, and carrying them out.  Our 
neighborhood is safer and more pedestrian 
friendly because of these grants. 

 

Graffiti Info from Charlie Ford, 
our CPO 
Gang graffiti is threatening.  It’s used by gangs 
to recruit and to mark territory.  Plus all graffiti 
is vandalism.  Graffiti will attract more graffiti if 
it’s left in place.  It creates the perception that 
the area is unsafe.  To prevent the spread of 
graffiti, it is important for all of us to deal with it 
as soon as it is noticed. 
 
You can help by: 
Recording - take a picture and note the date, 
time, location, and color of the graffiti 
Reporting - Provide details to the police (or 
other appropriate agency- see below) 
Removing - once you’ve reported the graffiti, 
wash or paint it away quickly and thoroughly 
 
Report graffiti based on its location: 
Private property - Vancouver Police 784-4355 
Public Property - Vancouver Operations 696-
8177 
State Highways - WADOT 759-1300 
Electrical Boxes - Clark Public Utilities 992-3000 
Bus Stops or buses  C-Tran 695-0123 
 
You can also report problems with water, sewer, 
and drainage services, streets and traffic 
controls, and public parks by visiting the 
Internet at 
www.cityofvancouver.us/atyourservice and 
clicking on the Service Request link.  
Or, if using a phone, please contact the City of 
Vancouver's Operations Center at 360-696-
8177.  Press “0” if calling after normal business 
hours. In case of a life-threatening emergency, 
please call 911. 

 
A Timely Traffic Reminder 
Please remember: Bike WITH the traffic, Walk 
(or jog/run) AGAINST the traffic. Thanks for 
helping to keep neighborhood accidents to a 
minimum. 
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New Move-Ins to the 
Neighborhood 
If you just moved in (or have a newly moved-in 
neighbor) and would like to receive our 
welcoming newcomer 'information sheets', 
please contact Jean Kent 896-7291. THANKS, 
and welcome to the neighborhood! 

 

Winter Sidewalk Maintenance 
Etiquette 
Do you know that keeping the sidewalks clear 
and safe in front of your house is your 
responsibility? Snow removed from sidewalks 
and driveways should be piled on your yard, not 
in the street. If you are able please consider 
giving help in clearing sidewalks to elderly or 
disabled neighbors. 

 

Results of ‘Resident-Only’ 
Parking Request on Blairmont  
In regards to changing the NO PARKING 
designation for the residents of Blairmont who 
live across from Mtn. View H.S., we spoke with 
Michael Jacobs, Parking Services Manager for 
the City of Vancouver.  He said that if an area is 
signed ‘No Parking’ then it would not be legal to 
issue parking permits for that particular area to 
anyone, including residents.   
 
He pointed out another option which is unlikely 
to come to fruition - setting up a residential 
‘buffer zone’ in the area, which would limit on-
street parking to 2-hour or 3-hour signed 
parking unless the vehicle displayed a 
residential permit.  This option requires City 
Council to pass an ordinance establishing a 
residential buffer zone.  Assuming that the 
Council would pass such an ordinance (which is 
not likely), this option would not prevent 
students from parking in the area, as limited 
time parking for non-residential permit holders 
would still be allowed.  Additionally enforcement 
would be minimal which would create yet 
another problem.  
 
So, there’s no chance of changing the no-
parking markings to any other type of parking 
permitted signage on Blairmont across from the 
high school. 

 

Our Tree Planting is 
Saturday, Jan 17th 

Do you have the time to help in our 
last neighborhood organized tree 
planting (at least for the foreseeable 

future)?  Please show up at Mtn. View H.S.’s 
parking lot at 9:00 a.m. wearing clothes 
suitable for playing in the mud and cold.  We’ll 
provide the shovels, the expertise, the gloves, 
and the hard hat for pounding stakes, you 
provide the helpful muscles, the cheerful 
attitudes, and the willingness to help others, 
and we’ll all gain the satisfaction of helping our 
neighbors and making an effort to improve the 
beauty and health of our little part of 
Vancouver. 

 

Taking Care of Our Trees 
With fall well under way, now is a good time to 
plant trees or have existing trees professionally 
inspected and possibly serviced to minimize 
future storm damage. 
 
Care and prevention are the keys to maintaining 
trees. Healthy trees provide shade, reduce 
energy costs, prevent soil erosion, beautify 
landscapes, and filter air and water. Trees can 
add significant value to your property, while 
their removal can be expensive. If properly 
cared for, trees can live longer than humans. 
 
‘Care’ includes pruning, which when done 
properly, improves the health and vigor of 
trees. Pruning is necessary to remove dead or 
diseased branches, improve tree structure, thin 
the tree crown, correct hazards, and enhance 
the tree’s shape and size. 
 
"Proper pruning and maintenance is the best 
defense against storm-related tree damage," 
said a knowledgeable employee of a local tree 
care company. Improper pruning may 
ultimately cause more damage to the tree than 
a storm itself.  Topping, the practice of 
indiscriminately removing the ends of large 
branches, actually can create hazards rather 
than eliminate danger.  A topped tree is more 
likely to break or uproot in a storm than a tree 
that has been pruned correctly. 
 
Arborists throughout the area can attest that 
many of our oldest landscape trees are still 
feeling the consequences of the 1962 Columbus 
Day storm, which resulted in many trees being 
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topped or improperly pruned as an over-
reaction to tree damage.  
 
The Urban Forestry web site offers advice on 
how you can hire a professional tree care 
provider and includes a list of certified 
contractors. You can also learn about necessary 
permits, required by the City of Vancouver for 
tree removal in many situations and for major 
pruning of trees within the public right-of-way 
(ROW). 
 
Now is also a good time to plant trees.  
For more information about Vancouver's Urban 
Forestry programs, please contact Jessica 
Antoine, Urban Forestry Outreach Coordinator, 
at (360) 619-1108 or 
jessica.antoine@ci.vancouver.wa.us, or visit 
www.cityofvancouver.us/urbanforestry. 

 

Treasurer's Report 
Balance is $2,105.34 before writing 
a large check to Friends of Trees 
for our tree planting.  This balance 
includes the grant from the city for 

our trees. 

 

 ‘Voting’ With Your Money 
Expenditures (by Jean Kent) 
Although we have the opportunity to vote 
regarding our political leaders and local or state 
measures every two or four years, we vote with 
our dollars every time we purchase something.  
We exercise our money ‘voting power’ with 
every purchasing decision. 

The average American family spends about 
$18,000.00 a year on goods and services.  You 
can think of those approximately 18,000 
monitory decisions as casting votes for the kind 
of world in which you want to live. 

Issues related to the companies you support 
with your dollars might include that company’s 
record on human rights, on how it treats the 
environment, on how it protects animals, on 
how it interacts with its community, and on how 
it deals with people - its employees, is business 
practices, and its transparency. 

There is a small book (and related website) 
available to you which can help you make 
educated decisions on which products to 
purchase.  It’s called The Better World Shopping 
Guide.   Consider looking into this concept to 

‘vote’ with your dollars to work to achieve the 
world as you’d like it to be.  A city website 
available to you regarding this topic is 
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/sustainability.as
p?catID=46320? 

 

Aluminum Can Liners? 
Have you noticed that some aluminum cans 
brag about having liners which ‘lock in great 
taste”?  Did you wonder if an additional 
component to a beverage container would 
reduce or eliminate our ability to recycle that 
container?  Well, here is an answer to that 
question.  According to City of Vancouver Solid 
Waste, the lining does not affect our ability to 
recycle the aluminum can. A spokesman from 
one company using this liner claimed that the 
lining is biodegradable and would not interfere 
with recycling. 

 

CREAM Ceasing Collections of 
Electronics 
CREAM has stopped collections and operations 
at all of its current collection sites. 
Beginning in January 2009, Washington’s new 
Electronic Product Recycling Rule (WAC 173-
900) will require manufacturers of certain 
electronic products sold in Washington to 
support a take-back recycling system. The new 
program claims it will provide convenient, safe 
and environmentally sound ways to collect, 
transport, process, and recycle electronic 
products. 
 

This new rule will lead to more drop-off 
locations that accept unwanted electronic 
material from residents beginning Jan.1, 2009, 
according to James Mansfield, Clark County 
Solid Waste. “Our current system has worked 
well, but the new approach will likely give 
people more options for recycling or donating 
their aging computers,” he said. Details for the 
new program are still being worked out. 
 
The City of Vancouver supports the Neighborhood 
Associations in their effort to share vital information with 
residents to create a more informed public.  However,  
the information provided and the opinions and views 
expressed in Neighborhood Association newsletters or 
other documents, do not necessarily represent the 
position of the City of Vancouver, nor does the City 
determine whether the information published is accurate 
or appropriate. 
 
Printed by the City of Vancouver Office of Neighborhoods    


