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employee pay raises and pen- - |.

~ Foster.

the work done by prewous

generations.
“Many of the thmgs that we

| enjoy every day ... came from
~the generation after World

War II that built things,” Fo

~ ter said: “They built the infra-
tructure ‘yowre. using, the

sions that have given the city
a $16.9 million budget deficit

in the upcoming fiscal year.

Foster ald it was a “cheap
m city: employ—

yridges, the roads, the public. %

; uildings, the water prOJects .
- We're not doing that today.”

He asked  the crowd of

- ‘almost 100 at Veterans Park
_10.be willing to make sacri-
fices for: the future, a notion

that drew some: applause, but
ons and abit

p’eople

" “These people deserve to be

compensated fairly.”.
But opponents of the infra-

© structure measure; including

the :Long Beach Taxpayers
Association, say cuts must-be

“made before officials ask,for r

any more taxes. k

Kathy Ryan, a fo under of
the organization, didn’tspeak
at the meeting because oppo- |
nents: of - the measure are

side to the |

tion Oct. 6.

meeting; she said the mayor
plan can wait r
“I think we.

things first,” Ry:

“need 1o be doing pension

reform,”. Ryan said. “I don’t’

€ want o see ‘anything untit

or, but that the single

orridor “doesn’t

there’s some agreement on
reform first.” r
Some others in attendance' :

- said they were swayed by Fos- |

ter's argument; . ~
‘s necessary, ,o we allk

have to pay our part,” said -

Sammy Portillo, 50, a: Long

Beach resident who works for |

the- city of Los Angeles. “So
longas.it’s based on need and b

' ivs equitable.” -
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