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MEMBERSHIP ENVELOPE ENCLOSED –

SEND IN AND HELP US DOUBLE MEMBERSHIP

All you have to do is complete the
information, put in a check for $15 or
$20, stick on a stamp and mail it. Yes,
it’s cheap and easy!

Dues are our key source of revenue,
and fund various activities, starting
with our annual Easter Egg Hunt, set
for Saturday, March 22, at Crescent
Lake Park.

So thanks for your support. Because
of good neighbors like you, Crescent
Lake is widely considered one of the
best neighborhoods in St. Pete.

Now, about that incentive. Submit
your dues before Feb. 15 and you’re
eligible to win two seats in the city’s
luxury suite for a Tampa Bay Rays
game this summer. You’re also eligible
to win a pair of passes to the first day
(Friday, April 4) of the Honda Grand
Prix of St. Petersburg.

Again, thanks for making Crescent
Lake such a great neighborhood.
Here’s to another great year in our
’hood!

Take a bow, neighbors. Our special

community-wide effort to improve the look

of and quality of water in Crescent Lake has

been named Project of the Year in St.

Petersburg. For details, see page 2.

Who’s number one?

We are, that’s who!

Happy New Year, fellow neighbors!

To get our great neighborhood off to
a roaring start, we are kicking off
2008 with our annual membership
drive – and once again, with a special
incentive for becoming a member
(more on that later).

You responded in force to our last
membership drive, and we are glad to
report we had more than 100 paid
members in 2007. In 2008, we’d like to
double membership. With your
support, we’re hopeful we can reach
that goal.

Can you help us, and our
neighborhood, keep our momentum
going strong?

Dues are cheap — $15 for a single
person, $20 for a household or
business.

We’ve made it easy for you to help
us. Inside our newsletter is a self-
addressed envelope.

Photo by Ginger Hannigan

What’s cheap & easy?

Annual dues, that’s what!

With candles in bags lighting the way along the sidewalk,

performers ringing the air with music and song, and Santa Claus

taking requests from children at the playground, our annual

luminary walk, held on Dec. 9, was another big hit. Hundreds of

people from our Crescent Lake neighborhood and around St. Pete

stopped by to stroll around the lake and enjoy the holiday spirit

and fellowship. A special thanks to Michelle Crosby, Nancy Wall

and others for volunteering their time to make the event such as

success.

Annual luminary walk lights up

Crescent Lake with holiday spirit

Goose story tease



Our great ’hood,

with your support,

has bright future
By Carolyn Fries

President, Crescent

Lake Neighborhood

Association

 More good news: Our lake project

team, known appropriately as Friends

of Crescent Lake, has been awarded a

second Tampa Bay Estuary grant to

continue efforts to improve the

health and beauty of the lake. The

group also held a well-attended

celebration and educational event at

the park in December, complete with

lake eco-tours, food, music and

inflatables for the kids.

CLNA will again host the annual

Easter Egg Hunt on March 22, the

July 4 celebration, Fall Harvest

Festival in October and Luminary

Walk in December. We are very close

to reallocating the tax assessment

monies from 1994 to our lake

observation area project and expect

to complete the project during the

first quarter. Thanks to new board

member James McGee, discussions

are beginning regarding the

possibility of our neighborhood

offering curbside recycling to

residents.

To enhance neighborhood

communication, we introduced the

single page Banyan Bulletin in 2007

while continuing this quarterly

publication, the Banter, and CLNA E-

LERTS to those who provide us with

their email address.

Membership has exceeded 100

households for two years in a row

and we hope to continue that trend

for 2008. For your convenience, a

membership application envelope is

included in this issue of the Banyan

Banter.

Please take a moment today to send

in your 2008 dues. Thank you in

advance for supporting your

neighborhood association and best

wishes for a safe, happy and

prosperous 2008!

Happy New Year to all residents and property owners

of the Crescent Lake neighborhood!

We had an amazing time in 2007 and are excited to

continue the momentum with this year’s events and

activities. Our Crescent Lake Neighborhood

Association (CLNA) has five returning and two new

board members (a big welcome to James McGee and

Jason Diviki!), as well as three representatives

enrolled in the 2008 Leadership Program for the

Council of Neighborhood Associations (CONA). Now

that’s neighborhood involvement!

Our first general meeting, scheduled for Monday,

Feb. 18, will feature a presentation by the Tampa Bay

Rays baseball organization regarding the proposed

new ballpark along St Petersburg’s waterfront and

redevelopment of the current Tropicana Field site. We

believe the topic should be of significant interest to

you, and hope you’ll join us.

The Lake Restoration Project was awarded Project of

the Year at the annual St Petersburg Neighborhood

Partnership Awards ceremony in December. It been a

great project supported by many volunteers from our

and other neighborhoods, and it rewarding to see all

of the excellent work be recognized by the city.

Congrats to all who have worked and who will

continue to work at making our lake healthy and

beautiful!

Our neighborhood newsletter, the Banyan Banter, our

primary communications vehicle, received honorable

mention at the city awards ceremony. We have

received good feedback on the Banter, and we’re

proud of it, and we hope you find it a good way to

receive information about our neighborhood and the

city in general.
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President’s Perspective

Effort to enhance

Crescent Lake wins

city’s Project of Year

Photo by Gary Crosby

Judges recognized importance of effort to improve

Crescent Lake, which is also raising awareness of

how environmental issues impact the quality of the

lake’s water.

The best project in our neighborhood made

history in December.

The restoration and beautification of

Crescent Lake, our 22-acre neighborhood

spring lake and the focus of a broad

Crescent Lake Neighborhood Association

volunteer effort during 2007, was recognized

as the Best Neighborhood Project in St.

Petersburg.

The announcement came at the 11th Annual

Mayor’s Neighborhood Awards Program,

held Dec. 4 at the Mahaffey Theater. To all

involved, congrats for your great work!

The award underscores the extraordinary

effort, skill and passion of volunteers from

our neighborhood, as well as volunteers

from around the entire city, who contributed

more than 1,000 hours in 2007 to improve the

appearance and quality of the water in the

lake, which flows directly into Coffee Pot

Bayou and Tampa Bay.

With so much momentum behind the lake

project, volunteer organizers have even

grander plans for 2008. Want to get involved

in the city’s best neighborhood project?

Contact Lucy Trimarco at 821-2133 or at

lucyt@ij.net.

For details on what’s ahead for the project,

see Gary Crosby’s photo on page 8, 9, 10,

along with recent photos from the project.
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Saturday, Feb. 2, 6 p.m.
CLNA Mardi Gras Party

Hosted by Geoff & Jenny Voigt, 801 20th Avenue

North

Monday, Feb. 4, 7 p.m.
CLNA Board Meeting

Panera Bread / 1914 Fourth St. N

Monday, Feb. 18, 7:30 p.m.
CLNA General Meeting

Huggins-Stengel Clubhouse / 1320 Fifth St. N

Saturday, March 15, 8 to 2
TASCO Family Fun Day & Yard Sale

Crescent Lake Park

Neighbors are encouraged to hold yard sales on

same day of TASCO’s event to take advantage of

people who will be at the park.

Monday, March 3, 7 p.m.
CLNA Board Meeting

Panera Bread / 1914 Fourth St. N

Saturday, March 22, 10 a.m.
CLNA Annual Easter Egg Hunt

Crescent Lake Park, East of Playground

Monday, April 7, 7 p.m.
CLNA Board Meeting

Panera Bread / 1914 Fourth St. N

We’ve got a hot topic to bat around at our next neighborhood meeting.

You’ve likely heard about the Tampa Bay Rays’ proposal to build a new waterfront

ballpark in downtown St. Pete, and for renovating the current site of Tropicana

Field into retail and housing.

Come Feb. 18, you can hear directly from Michael Kalt, senior vice president of

development and business affairs for the Rays – providing neighbors a chance to

hear and ask questions from the source.

Also on the agenda are updates on our membership drive and finances, as well as

from City Council member Leslie Curran and one of our community police officers.

As always, we will entertain any topics of interest from attendees.

So, please, mark your calendar, and plan on joining us for what should be a lively

discussion. The Feb. 18 meeting will be held at 7:30 p.m. at the Huggins-Stengel

Clubhouse at 1320 Fifth Street North.

JOIN US – MON., FEB. 18, 7:30

Downtown ballpark?
Hear from Rays at
neighborhood meeting

If the big day for Mardi Gras is Fat Tuesday (Feb.
5), then get a head start on the celebration on what
we’ll call Super Saturday, right here in Crescent
Lake neighborhood.

That’s right. Bring your beads, bake some King
Cake, and join fellow neighbors for a Mardi Gras
celebration on Saturday, Feb. 2, starting at 6 p.m.
The place is 801 20th Avenue North, home of Geoff
and Jenny Voight, who have graciously agreed to
host our version of a Mardi Gras party.

Please plan on joining us for a fun social time with

your fellow Crescent Lake neighbors!

Mark your calendar

for Feb. 2: We’re having

a Mardi Gras party

The Friends of Crescent Lake needs
neighborhood volunteers to help with
plantings, trash and invasive plant removal,
marking of stormwater drains and group
planning sessions. Contact Lucy Trimarco at
821-2133 or lucyt@ij.net to be added to the
email distribution and/or phone tree list. You
can volunteer as your schedule allows.

The Easter Egg Hunt Committee needs two
volunteer homes to serve as “Egg Drop
Sites” the week prior to the hunt and eight
to 10 volunteers to assist with set up the
morning of the event, set for Saturday,
March 22, at 10. Contact Robin Hailer at 823-
6897 or by email at
robinnjamie@hotmail.com. This is a way to
get involved with little time commitment!

Want to host what’s sure to be a fun party
for your fellow neighbors?

Here’s your opportunity. Your neighborhood
association is planning a Kentucky Derby
Porch Party for Saturday, May 3.

All that’s needed is a neighbor who would
like to host the party for one of the fun
sporting events of the year. Neighbors bring
dishes, and the association chips in $30 to
cover incidental costs.

If you’re interested, call or email Carolyn

Fries at 823-0050 or cfries@tampabay.rr.com.

Three great ways
to get involved

Paid your dues?

Here’s latest list

With our annual membership drive under
way with this issue of the Banyan Banter,
below is a list of neighbors who have
submitted their dues as of Jan. 7 for 2008
for membership in the Crescent Lake
Neighborhood Association.

As noted in our front page story, our
goal in 2008 is to double our membership
from 100 to 200 paid members.

Thanks ahead of time for taking a few
minutes to submit a check for the year for
$15 or $20, and help your meighborhood
association keep up our momentum
throughout the year.  Your support is
greatly appreciated!

Jim & Joan Brennan
Phil & Kathryn Celli
Gary & Michelle Crosby
Jason Diviki
Mike & Jennie Flanagan
Robert Fonte
David & Carolyn Fries
Joy Gant
James & Megan McGee
W. M. Niemann
Ray Rau
Rich & Nancy Wall
Valentin & Judy Zamanillo

Crescent Lake
Calendar of Events
February to April ’08



                        Alucon Shutter Inc.                                                       
                         Roll Up Shutters & Doors • Hurricane Windows • Sun Shades 

              WE ROLL OUT SAFETY FOR YOU! 

                   3634 Central Avenue St. Petersburg, Fl. 33711                                          
                       Phone (727) 323-8185  · (877) 323-8185 ·  Fax (727) 328-2826                                 
                Email: sales@alucon-shutter.com  Website: www.alucon-shutter.com         
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Leslie Curran, City Council Member, District 4

Despite challenges, together
we’re making progress
Editor’s Note: Leslie Curran, a member

of the St. Petersburg City Council,

represents District 4, which includes our

Crescent Lake neighborhood. Ms.

Curran, who consistently participates in

our neighborhood meetings and provides

her support for various neighborhood

issues, has agreed to contribute a regular

column to the Banyan Banter. This is

her first.

As I reflect upon the challenges of our community in 2007, St. Petersburg

experienced one of the toughest budget years in recent history. Although, the

city had to reduce its operating budget by several million dollars, the city was

still able to deliver quality public services. In addition, the arts and social

services organizations faced major reductions in city funding. Hopefully, these

programs will be successful in finding other funding sources.

The city continues to battle the enormous task of identifying effective solutions

to the homeless issue. Through the efforts of city staff, Catholic Charities and

countless others, we have made significant strides in assisting the homeless

population. However, we have a long road ahead as we search for firm long-

term solutions.

This past year, the city celebrated the completion of several major capital

projects, including the renovation of the Mahaffey Theater, Albert Whitted

Airport Terminal, Albert Whitted Park and North Shore Pool.

In addition, City Council is going through a major transition

as new members come into office with the appointment of

Jim Kennedy, representing District 2, and the election of Bill

Dudley, District 3, and Wengay Newton, District 7.

District 4 remains very active as the 4th Street Business

District continues to work on streetscaping, new signage

and improved lighting.

Further, the organization worked with the city on

redevelopment proposals to include the restoration of

storefronts along 4th Street to create the necessary

transformation from business to residential.

Pedestrian walkways were installed along 22nd Avenue

North and 7th Street and 1st street and 36th Avenue NE to

assist our residents when navigating busy roadways.

Additional efforts are ongoing in Historic Old Northeast,

Crescent Lake and Crescent Heights neighborhoods to add

additional “SAFE” crosswalks on 4th Street to further assist

pedestrian traffic.

There are countless opportunities for us to work together to

make St. Petersburg the best city, and I hope that we will

take advantage of those opportunities in 2008.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 “Travel like the Pros” 
 

Own Your Own Travel Business with a Company Supported Website 
Earn Travel Commissions (Cruises, Hotels, Cars, Vacations, Air) 
Travel Agent Perks and Courtesies 
Real Income Potential 
Tax Deductions 
Virtual Business….Open 24/7 

 

“Why Internet Travel?” 
7 Trillion Dollar Industry 
Baby Boomers Are Entering Retirement 
Fastest Growing Commercial Internet Segment 
Everyone Loves to Travel! 

 

             Visit www.moneyandfreedom.info  
 

AND 
 

Contact Dan Finn – 727-667-0330 (Your Crescent Lake Neighbor) 

www.easyquicktravel.com – danandpatfinn@earthlink.net
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Photo by Jennifer Campla

If you like to take photos, chances are, you would like to have
your photos published.  Here’s your chance.

We are now actively encouraging all of you amateur
photographers out there to begin taking and submitting photos
to the Banyan Banter, your neighborhood newsletter.

So when you’re walking around the park, or the neighborhood,
bring your digital camera. If you see a good photo opportunity
taking place at the park or in and around our neighborhood,
seize the moment and start shooting away.  Want an example?

In this issue of the Banyan Banter, one of our neighbors,
Jennifer Campla, took a beautiful photo (see photo at right) of
two of our neighborhood’s icons – the lake and our painted
water tower – showcasing the beauty of where we call home.
We have a favor, and a promise.

The favor is, if you take a photo, do your best to gather basic
information and perhaps a phone number of the people
involved. That will help us write an accurate photo caption.

The promise is, we’ll give all photos consideration for being
published in the Banter, and we’ll provide a photo credit,
documenting that your photo was published.

Send your photos via email to crescentlakephotos@yahoo.com.
Thanks for being our photographic eyes around the
neighborhood, we hope you are inspired to new creative heights
and we anxiously await photography submissions. In other

words, snap away!

Like to take photos?

Take ’em for Banter!
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Grieving for our

lake’s stolen geese
Last fall the happy family of geese who called Crescent

Lake home were stolen over time, until only one

remained. She had lost her lifelong mate and two babies,

and her cries filled our lake with sadness, but she has

since adopted two baby geese. A neighbor, Janet Wuske,

tells of her friendship with our lake’s geese, and makes a

plea for all visitors to Crescent Lake to help protect our

lake’s animals from harm.

After I moved to my home on Fifth Street North on Crescent Lake in

July of 1999, I had heard there were six Chinese geese living at the

lake, apparently brought in by an anonymous lady. There were five of

the geese when I first saw them, and they were beautiful.

Sometime later I started feeding them as I walked the lake, and a

friendship began that was wonderful.

I could go out my front door in early morning, before the night had

given way to the morning sun, and two blocks away at our famous

Banyan tree they would see me, start honking, and sometimes come

running down the sidewalk, honking all the way, knowing they were

going to be treated to a tasty breakfast!

A new pair of geese was later brought in, a different breed of goose,

and they all stayed together. Then two of the Chinese male geese

disappeared in the last couple of years, leaving only two.

Then the non-Chinese mail goose disappeared, leaving only two male

Chinese geese and the female of the other breed. Last March they had

two babies, one like the mother and one Chinese.

The one who looked like the mother disappeared shortly after, leaving

only the Chinese baby. The mother, with help from the two male

Chinese geese, were wonderful at parenting the baby boy goose. It

was touching to see.

Sadly, in the last couple of months, someone took the two males,

leaving only the female and the “baby,” which had become about

three-fourths grown. It had become clear that someone had been

coming to our lake and stealing our geese.

By Janet Wuske

More sadly, just after Thanksgiving, the baby was taken. So now,

not only had the mother goose now lost both of her babies, right

out from under her, but she had also lost her mate, certainly

causing serious trauma for her since geese mate for life. This left

only the mother, and those of us who live on the lake saw her

swimming the length of the lake, and heard her wailing endlessly

for her lost loved ones. Day after day we heard her grieving. It was

heart-wrenching.

But then, a Christmas mini-miracle occurred, as our lake became

home to two orphan young white geese, a male and a female. The

mother goose clearly bonded with her two adopted children, and

they with her, and now they are almost always seen together, a

small but seemingly happy family, enjoying our beautiful lake and

park, and their fellow aviary neighbors on the lake. Though

Mama’s heart likely still aches, her cries subsided, apparently

filling what must have been a terrible void.

As a footnote, we are missing “Curly,” the white duck with the

curly top-knot, and his friend. There used to be seven large white

ducks. Now there are only five.

This is not natural attrition. This is illegal activity. In fact, on the

day the second baby goose disappeared, in the middle of the day, a

very kind visitor to the park witnessed the theft, and yelled for the

two men involved to stop. Since then, neighbors from around the

city have traded notes, and an identification has been made and

law enforcement officers have been notified, and efforts have been

made to reconcile the issue.

Meantime, all neighbors and visitors to Crescent Lake are urged to

be watchful and to help us protect our animals, who also call

Crescent Lake home, and who bring enjoyment to so many of us.

The fact is, it is illegal to take wildlife from any city park, or to

harm them, or to disrupt their nests.

So, please, if you see or suspect any suspicious behavior, don’t

hesitate for a second. Instead, call either the city’s non-emergency

line at 727-893-7780 or 911.

Me, I’m happy to continue my friendship with our lake’s geese,

who, it seems, are simply to share our friendship, along with a

good helping of bread or Cheerios every day.
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Photos by Janet Wuske

Left without her mate and recently born baby in fall 2007,
the lone goose remaining at Crescent Lake has adopted
two baby geese, helping ease the mother’s mourning and
creating another happy family of geese for our lake.

The writer of the story on our lake geese, Janet Wuske,
provided a photo she took in November 2002 of her sister,
Mary Englehart, and her husband Jim feeding our lake geese.
Janet had fed these geese for several years, until they were
stolen from the lake in fall 2007.



Update on Crescent Lake Project

Project of Year has big plans for 2008
With lots of success, results and citywide recognition, the project to improve the quality and appearance of Crescent

Lake is roaring full steam ahead. What to look for in ’08? Bird perches, turtle platforms, more native plantings and

a unique litter catcher. You’re welcome to join the cause.

By Gary Crosby

Fresh off being honored in December as the

neighborhood project of the year by the city

of St. Petersburg, the Crescent Lake

beautification and restoration project

continues with much momentum in 2008.

As one of the volunteers leading this special

project, I have enjoyed seeing the results of

our efforts, and I know other volunteers feel

the same way. This is a unique and

important community project, and it has

become a rewarding, inspiring effort that

has been embraced by a lot of people. Some

help a lot, some help a little, just to be

involved in some small way.

And so, to start the New Year, I invite you

to join in the effort, a little or a lot, and to

share the pride and sense of

accomplishment for a community project

that all of us who have volunteered have

felt. Our goal is to continue to create a

healthier and more bio-diverse wetland

environment at Crescent Lake. We’d love

for you to be a part of our effort.

So what’s ahead for 2008?

For starters, a long-term solution to prevent

discarded trash and debris from entering the

lake is a project focus this year.

Ocean 101 — a non-profit organization

founded by St. Petersburg’s Mark

Maksimowitc — joined our project efforts

last year. Mark elevated our work at Crescent

Lake to national attention this past fall when

he received People Magazine’s Hometown

Heroes Award and when he was named a

finalist in the CNN National Heroes Award.

His organization has a commitment to

improve the environmental quality of the

community and seeks corporate, community

and government support to clear our

waterways of trash and debris.

Mark has developed a device to contain debris

collected in stormwater drains before it is

dispersed into the water environments. Last

year, through the efforts of this lake project,

Ocean 101 and the city’s stormwater department,

one of Ocean 101’s devices was installed at the

south end of Crescent Lake.

Unfortunately, the majority of our heavy rains

occurred before the device was installed in

August. The effectiveness of the device is

being monitored as rain events occur. A portion

of the grant funding this year will go toward

installing more of these trash containment

devices at the culverts, which empty stormwater

trash and debris into our lake.

Bird perches and turtle platforms will be

installed within selected areas of the lake as the

project progresses this year. This not only

benefits the animals, but also allows for better

viewing of the lake’s varied wildlife by visitors.
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A portion of the grant funds this year

will be used to purchase plant stock to

expand the extent of the planting areas

within the lake.

The introduction of the Florida native

plants last year within the lake and

along the shoreline has shown

success. It is obvious that the ducks,

birds and other lake wildlife are

attracted to the added vegetation and

many people have expressed their

pleasure at viewing the more diverse

plant life.

As important but less apparent is the

success occurring in the improved

water quality of the lake.

The presence of these plants has a

positive impact on water quality. Last

year, monthly water samples were

analyzed to determine water quality

and to document any quality

improvements over time.
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The data we have received thus far
depicts improvement in the lake’s water
quality. Water sampling and analysis
occurs by volunteer participation in the
Florida LAKEWATCH  program. Project
volunteers Kathleen O’Keife, Lucy
Trimarco and Tracey Herman faithfully
performed the monthly sampling process
at the lake.

Participation in the program continues this
year with Mr. Kostka’s biology class at
Lakewood High School performing the
monthly sampling at the lake. This
dedicated teacher and his students
worked hard last year at the various
workdays at the lake and further study
wetland ecology when back in their
classroom.

Workdays will be scheduled soon at the
lake to begin the project work proposed
above.  We anticipate the many
volunteers who contributed last year will
continue to give of their time. If you have
not yet taken an opportunity to be a part
of this exciting and worthwhile endeavor,
contact Lucy Trimarco at 821-2133 or
lucyt@ij.net or me, Gary Crosby, at
mgmcrosby@tampabay.rr.com or 823-8014

to receive additional information.

Continued on page 10
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As the project evolved last year, Tracey and

Kathleen developed an informational

website link regarding the Crescent Lake

Project. The project team has chosen a

name to identify the action group involved

in the planning and environmental work

relating to the project.

We call ourselves The Friends of Crescent

Lake (FOCL). You can access information

online regarding this group by clicking on

the Crescent Lake Restoration Project link

found on the homepage of our Crescent

Lake Neighborhood Association’s website

at:

http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/

stpetersburg/clna/

Also, check the project up close by visiting

Crescent Lake when you are at the park. If

you are not already, you are encouraged to

find out how you can contribute to this

project and become a participating member

of the Friends of Crescent Lake. We look

forward to the coming year and to the

community involvement that makes this

project a success.

Lake Project

continued from page 9
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Litter catch to help

keep debris out of lake
The city of St Petersburg has installed a litter catch at
the 14th Avenue drain on Crescent Lake Drive to
control the street litter swept into the lake.

This catch is a prototype provided by Mark
Maksimowitc, one of the founders of the nationally
recognized Green Armada. Mark was included in
People Magazine (Nov. 5,  2007) as one of its “Heroes
of the Year” for his work in fighting litter. Our
neighborhood has been fortunate to have the
attention of Mark and his partner Sheron Leto.

Regarding this new venture and new litter catch
design, Mark writes, “As architect for the Green
Armada, for the last two years I’ve been chasing trash
all over Florida. Now I’ve figured out a way to stop
the trash at its source before it even enters the
waterways.

“This has the potential to change our landscape
across the nation. I’ve broken away from Green
Armada and have started another non-profit
company, Ocean 101, Inc. to introduce this concept.
We won’t get rich but our kids won’t have to swim
with debris.”

Many thanks go to Ocean 101 and to the city for their
support.

Photo by Tracy Herman

The newly developed litter catch is designed to keep litter from flowing into our lake from

this street drain near Crescent Lake Drive and 14th Avenue.
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PURE SWISS SKIN CARE 
Formulated in Switzerland/Made in the USA 
COLOR/NUTRITION/AROMATHERAPY 

 
YOU CAN ENJOY: 

Skin Care Systems 
Baby Care  
Aromatherapy 
Face Color 
Weight Loss & Nutrition 

Arbonne’s Proprietary Formulas Are: 
Botanically-based 
pH correct 
Never tested on animals 
Formulated without mineral oil - 

………..Just to name a few of the wonderful advantages!!!!! 
CALL ME TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN ENJOY THESE 

PURE, SAFE AND BENEFICIAL PRODUCTS! 
 SHIPPING AND TAX ON YOUR 1ST ORDER IS FREE! 

PLUS…..present this ad—and receive $25.00 off your order!! 
(Valid w/minimum order of $150.00 *retail*) 

Pat Finn 
727-667-0331 

Your Crescent 
Lake Neighbor! 

Call fo
r FREE 

SAMPLES 
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Luminary needs caption
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Home Beautiful Award to Dale & Leslie Bridges

A precious lot opens,
a gorgeous home rises
By Doug Mason

Dale and Leslie knew exactly what they

wanted. Soon enough, their Mediterranean and

Spanish-style home came to life.

The home is replicated beautifully with

reclaimed heart pine flooring Dale got from an

old St. Pete bungalow. Dale also cut different

shapes of terracotta saltillo tile to cover other

areas of the home — a design feature they both

loved from the Vinoy.

The large kitchen has a settee nook that

overlooks the private courtyard. Stained glass

cabinet doors accent the rest of the cabinets and

hand-painted talavera Mexican tile are inlaid in

the oven hood – and the same tiles are

abundant throughout the home in all of the step

risers.

It was over a year before Dale and Leslie Bridges had built their new

home. Leslie was hard at work collecting vintage wrought iron light

fixtures and antinues to furnish it with.  Dale was contacting owners

in Crescent Lake to see if they would like to sell.

Finally it all came together at 737 17th Avenue North. An owner

with a double lot had decided to sell half. It was the perfect spot to

build.

Once Dale and Leslie Bridges secured a lot in our neighborhood, they

began making their vision of a Mediterranean and Spanish-style home

come to life.

Photos by Doug Mason
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Not a detail lay untouched with Leslies’ wrought iron

collection of light fixtures and artifacts perfectly planned

into the construction. A half-bath brings visitors back in

time with a Mexican sink bowl set on an antique chest

and plumbing fixtures installed directly in the wall.

A small screened porch framed with cedar leads to the

courtyard with a lion’s head fountain as the focal point.

Also retaining the Mediterranean style, most of the

doors are arched, as are the transitions throughout the

home.

Clearly, this home is a fantastic addition to our great

neighborhood. Clearly, it was well worth the wait for

Dale and Leslie.

By Tracey Gail

Lights twinkle, just perfect, the nerves all a’ jangle

I must make the magic, the ultimate angel

The making of memories or else you will see

A future of children in therapy.

Blaming their mother, you know it is true,

For the scenery missed that they saw on the tube,

Of presents and goodness and friends all around

Of fathers and mothers who don’t run aground.

They know it exists, though it was black and white,

They know it did happen for we saw it that night

A family together all laughter and fluff

So happy and giddy, surrounded by stuff.

But here we are now in our ripped shirts and sweats

The truth is those people would make us feel less

I love who I have, those who don’t make me feel

like I have to be goodness and light, only real.

A Neighbor’s Poem

Lights Twinkle

Treasure Island waterfront condo.

Furnished 1-BR overlooking pool and

bay. Great for out of town guests/inlaws

or weekend with family (and boat). Great

rates for Crescent Lake neighbors!  See

more at www.dolphinviewcondo.com or

contact Doug at 822-2955
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Pumpkin Brothers
At the always popular Harvest Fall Festival in October, featuring games, prizes, kids in Halloween

costumes and plenty of treats, two neighborhood kids, Zack (left) and Kyle Thiel, dressed for the occasion

in their pumpkin outfits, take a dinner-on-the-run break. Treats surely came later for the brothers!
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