
SCPNA NEWSLETTER - MAY 2008 
 Thanks in abundance to Propaganda Labs and their Bluebird Beat for their 

converting our articles into a beautiful Newsletter!  And thanks also to all the 
local Colfax Businesses participating in the Marathon Month for their donations 

to the printing costs! 

    
Different Meeting Day and Place This Month

Our May Meeting is in Pinnacle Tower I Wednesday evening May 21st from 7:00 
PM to 8:30 PM. Come and join your neighbors; see the meeting agenda on this 
page. This is a change from the Saturday morning meeting times we have been 
accustomed to.

This newsletter includes Roger Lawson’s thought-provoking article about curb-
side parking. Mardi Mathers gives the Social Committee’s plans for neighborhood 
Garden Tours during this Spring and Summer. Our Association’s proposed 2008 
budget is presented, and will be discussed and voted on at the May 21st Meeting. 
Information is shared about this year’s Colfax Marathon, and there is a summary 
of our March Meeting.

Inserted is a membership form with an envelope. If you have already joined for 
2008, thank you; if not, please consider doing so. A strong neighborhood asso-
ciation is an important component of a resilient neighborhood, which inner-city 
neighborhoods need to be these days. Thank you in advance for your support, and 
for your neighborliness!

-Jim Slotta

JUNE GARDEN TOUR
 Watch your doorsteps for flyers about the June Garden Tour. Six 
of your neighbors are opening their gardens to our first ever June Tour this 
year and it’s building up to be better than ever! There will also be another 
round of tours in August.

 Last year we had three hosts in August: Montview Manor with a 
lovely water fall and water feature, Elton Arms on Steele with a fountain of a 
different sort spilling champagne provided by our own Jim Slotta, President 
of SCPNA, and Patricia and Edee with their lovely garden on Saint Paul. 
Our first year we had two Mondays in August where 50+ of our neighbors 
strolled between Jackson and Saint Paul, lingering at Roger and Katy’s, Rob 
and Kevin’s, Albert and Effrin’s, Way and Chris’s, Eileen’s and Ann and 
Peter’s wonderful, beautiful gardens.

 See you on the Tour!

 --submitted by Social Committee Chair Mardi Mathers
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Next General Meeting:
Wed. May 21st, 7:00-8:30 PM
Pinnacle I Community Room
2990 East 17th Avenue

Meeting Agenda:
Presentation-Opus group
Vote-2008 SCPNA Budget
Vote-Donations by SCPNA
Brief Discussions-Including:
• Garden Tours
• Garage Sale Day
• Alley Clean-Ups
• Curb-side Parking
• City Park Pavilion Changes
• 16th & Colorado Development
• New Business Topics



PARKING WARS!
    That’s right, parking wars. There’s a new show on 

cable TV. It’s about the problems of parking in Phila-
delphia. It’s a combination reality-comedy-drama thing. 
First you think: they’ll do anything on television; then 
you think, in a few years that could be our neighbor-
hood.  In Boston, they don’t just ticket, they tow. In To-
kyo, you can’t buy a car unless you can prove you have 
a place to park it. At the Opus Development, you can 
buy an extra parking space for your second car for $30 
Grand! What’s that got to do with South City Park?

    Some of us are already grumbling. We all know 
what happens to our neighborhood when a big event 
takes place in City Park. Those of us who live near 
Colfax, or within four blocks of the Bluebird, or on a 
block with multi-family buildings already are keenly 
aware of the problem. The bad news: it’s going to get 
worse; the good news: there is no good news…unless 
we, as a neighborhood, start planning for the future.

And, the plan needs to be on a community-wide ba-
sis. Let’s be honest: isolated “restricted parking” zones 
don’t solve the problem; they only relocate the problem 
to the adjacent block (not very neighborly). Besides, 
without the towing component, people will still park il-
legally, which means you still can’t park in front of your 
house.

     A solution(s) may be available, but we won’t get 
to it if we don’t get together. Come to the next SCPNA 
meeting in May, or call your Block Captain. See YOU 
there.

--submitted by SCPNA VP Roger Lawson
 

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT COLORADO 
COMMONS?

 That’s the name of the complex at 1601 Colorado 
Boulevard, consisting of 112 Affordable Housing rental 
units for families with 30% to 50% “AMI”, or average 
median income level. If one drives by the development, 
one sees that construction is well underway, and it is 

apparent that these new neighbors will soon be mov-
ing in. In 2006, an SCPNA “1601 Colorado Boulevard 
Committee” was formed, with the mission of being an 
effective liaison between the neighborhood and the de-
velopment.

 If you have concerns about how the construction 
phase is affecting your property or the neighborhood, 
you can continue to take them to construction super-
intendent John Ward, at (303) 319-2039. If you have 
difficulty getting a response, please notify the chair of 
SCPNA’s 1601 Committee, Dave Lichtenstein, at 
davelic@comcast.net or 303-831-4750.

 The 1601 Committee will meet soon with the City, 
the developer, and the management of the community 
to dialogue about current construction issues and fu-
ture residential arrangements. We are fortunate to have 
the 1601 Committee in place.

 To read an informative account of a December 2006 
Meeting between these groups, and to read the Resolu-
tion for forming the 1601 Committee, with an informa-
tive description of the Committee’s Mission, please visit 
the SCPNA web site (www.scpna.org).
 --submitted by Jim Slotta

CITY PARK PAVILION FACING 
CHANGES

 The icon at the center of our SCPNA logo is in the 
news. Our association is reviewing proposed changes in 
usage of the City Park Pavilion by the Denver Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation--specifically, the place-
ment of several DPR offices in the Pavilion. In 1990, a 
successful lawsuit prevented DPR from converting the 
Pavilion entirely to offices for 75 people. As a result of 
that ruling, a City Charter Amendment and a related 
City Ordinance were adopted outlining a specific public 
process to be followed whenever an historic park struc-
ture faces a proposed change to a non-park usage.

 We have asked DPR for more information about 



the proposed changes, to assure our association and our 
neighbors that the planned offices are an appropriate 
use of Pavilion space. We are interested in your opin-
ions and/or questions on this matter. Stay tuned.

 --submitted by Jim Slotta

GOOD WILL SOLUTIONS
 Two South City Park “alley” neighbors, unknown 
to one another, currently face resolution of replacing a 
damaged fence. As they negotiated, somewhat polar-
ized in their stances, they began to realize many past 
experiences held in common, and a sincere friendship 
resulted. After a restaurant ‘date’ and several discus-
sions, it appears the inevitable resolution is empowered 
by knowledge of their past common experiences.

 As we individual residents encounter personal 
snags, whether they are with our resident neighbor, a 
homeless neighbor, our school children, or one of our 
businesses, please keep in mind the positive value of 
‘getting to know the other.’ What if this life value could 
also be realized among nations?

 Thank you, kind anonymous neighbors, for 
supplying this food for thought!

 --submitted by Jim Slotta

ALLEY CLEAN-UP DAYS
 GET a cooler, get a grill, get your tools, and meet 
your neighbors in the alley for some good, old-fash-
ioned spring-cleaning! Is driving down your alley get-
ting to be a challenge? Are your dumpsters an obstacle 
just waiting to take a mirror? Did you know we are not 
supposed to leave our Recycling bins out in the alley? 
Has the “old-growth vegetation” taken over? How’s the 
curb appeal of the BACK of your house?

 The weather is warm and sunny, your neighbors will 
thank you, and you’re running out of excuses not to do 
it. Sooooooo DO IT!  Need help getting started? Call 
your Block Captain.

 --submitted by SCPNA VP Roger Lawson

ANTI-GRAFFITI ACTIVISTS!
 Several of you have asked for this information to be 
listed:

There is a 24 hour/7 day Denver Graffiti Hotline:
720-865-STOP (7867)

There is also a Denver Graffiti Web Site:
www.denvergov.org/denverpartnersagainstgraffiti/

 Both of these contacts can help us battle graffiti 
wherever it shows up--on our property, on someone 
else’s property, or in the alleys. Use the information 
well. 
 The phone number has been placed on Page 1 for 
easy reference.

 --submitted by Jim Slotta

SCPNA PROPOSED BUDGET FOR YEAR 
2008

(For approval at May General Meeting)

Cash Balance:
$1,500  (Minimum Level)

Income:
$2,500  (250 Memberships at $10)
$       0  (Unspent Income from Prior Years)

$2,500  Total Income

Expenses:
$  400  (Printing-for mailings, handouts, files)
$  200  (Website storage and name costs)
$    60  (SCPNA Memberships-CHUN, INC)
$  400  (Neighborhood Events)
$  300  (Committee Expenses)
$  400  (Uncovered Newsletter Expenses)
$  600  (Donations to other groups)
$  140  (Other Expenses)

$2,500  Total Expenses

MEET TWO NEW BLOCK CAPTAINS!
 Thanks to these people for becoming our liaison to 
their blocks:

1600 Block Detroit: Theresa Jacobs, 2805 E. 16 Ave. #3,
(303)320-7753, theresajacobs@hotmail.com

1500 Block Milwaukee: Kathryn Middleton, 1570 Mil-
waukee #210, (303)667-8224, denverkat@gmail.com



SECRETARY NEEDED
 If you have a willingness to perform an important 
duty for your neighborhood, consider the role of SCP-
NA Secretary. Please, sit down with me to negotiate de-
tails of the role you would be able and unable to do. Do 
I sound like an officer doing double duty?

 --submitted by Jim Slotta

SUMMARY OF MARCH 15, 2008 
GENERAL MEETING

16 attended at Montview Manor Penthouse, 1663 Steele 
Street, from 10 AM to Noon.

City Park Update-Helen Kuykendall, Parks & Rec.
 The City Park Open House last week was attended 
by over 100.

 Construction: Contractors should be out by the 
end of June, with turf and landscaping complete. Irri-
gation renovation is continuing. The Mile High Loop 
has received a state grant. Electric Fountain restoration 
is underway. A new public restroom is being added for 
the ball field and for the water feature behind the mu-
seum. A $50,000 grant will allow for development of the 
DeBoer Waterway--a natural landscape area flowing 
into the lily pond, and meant to be an example of na-
tive Colorado--into the wet lands vegetation and prairie 
environment the land was before the Park. There will be 
a pathway near this waterway; it will integrate into the 
Mile High Loop. We will save 500,000 gallons of water 
per year by doing this small land conversion.

 City Park Pavilion: City Park’s KM Concession 
group is being replaced. Renters can choose their own 
caterer, or can self-cater. More small businesses can 
now have contracts. This historic structure needs on-
going maintenance, which will be funded from rental 
revenues. There is an RFP for managing the snacks and 
boats. KM had their headquarters on the second floor; 
they expanded while they were there from Zoo and Park 
to national. The second floor lends itself to office space 
that can be used as out-reach. The plan is for Helen’s 
office to be there, and also the parks superintendent, the 
person who arranges races, and a Park Ranger. All the 
offices will directly serve the park.

 A lively question and answer session followed the 
presentation, including review of a successful 1990 law-
suit blocking Parks & Rec from using the entire Pavilion 
for offices.

Pink Elephant Room-Anika Zappe, Manager
 Anika told about herself and about the new business 
she has started at 1515 Madison. The building is owned 
by Pete Siahamis. She fielded questions about parking 
(their own lots, plus the lots of two nearby businesses), 
business hours (4:30 PM until closing, Thurs.-Fri.-Sat.), 
and the nature of the business. They do a vaudeville show 
they operate well within their license in the category of 
theatre. Classy background. Gourmet cocktails. Fresh 
foods. Turn of Century to 1965, Gin Joint style. Anika 
says, “I hope to create a menu of gourmet appetizers.”

Vote-Liquor License-Steve’s Snappin’ Dogs
 Owner Steve Ballas had received near-unanimous 
support for this Beer & Wine application at an SCPNA 
February planning meeting, and at a co-sponsored 
Neighborhood Assembly. Based on that, and on a good 
relationship with the neighborhood, attending mem-
bers voted 12 Yes, 1 No in favor of support.

Vote-Donation to City Park Jazz
 Attending members voted 13 Yes, 0 No to donate 
$250 to City Park Jazz. A vote on donations to other 
organizations will be done at the May Meeting.

New Business
 Neglected maintenance of City Park grounds was 
cited as a major concern. A strong letter of complaint 
will be written to City Park Alliance. Inadequate park-
ing for City Park Jazz attendees was also cited as a major 
concern. The association will make an inquiry about 
possible solutions. Roger Lawson initiated a curbside 
parking discussion, with the goal of reducing the num-
ber of vehicles on our streets. This issue will be a topic of 
discussion at our May Meeting. A Spring clean-up effort 
was recommended; we need volunteers to organize the 
effort. A second 2008 Membership drive was recom-
mended; this will be done through the May Newsletter. 
Kathryn Middleton volunteered to be Block Captain for 
the 1500 Block of Milwaukee, including the Wonderland 
Homes complex, where she lives. Thanks, Kathryn!

 For a copy of the complete minutes for this meeting, 
please ask an SCPNA officer or visit the web site--www.
scpna.org--where meeting minutes and newsletter ar-
chives are found.

 --submitted by Jim Slotta



www.cityparkjazz.org 

 
 

SUMMER 2008 SCHEDULE 
6:00 p.m. Concert Time 

 
 
June 1   3osity 
   Sponsored by the Pinnacle at City Park South 
 
June 8   The DKO Jazz Sextet 
   Sponsored by the Museum of Nature & Science 
 
June 15  The Hazel Miller Band (In the Meadow) 

Sponsored by The Park People 
 
June 22  Buckner Funken Jazz 

Sponsored by Remax of Cherry Creek 
 
June 29   The Michael Friedman Jazz Quintet 
   Sponsored by Three Tomatoes Catering 
 
July 6   LC’s Latin Groove 
   Sponsored by City Park Jazz Benefactors and Patrons 
 
July 13  The Sheryl Renee Band 

Presented with the Denver Black Arts Festival 
(In the South Meadow) Sponsored by Chipotle 

 
July 20  Cocktail Revolution 

Presented with the City Park Festival of the Arts 
Sponsored by Dazzle Restaurant and Lounge 

    
July 27  Lisa Bell and Crescendo 
   Sponsored by Friends and Fans of City Park Jazz 
    
August 3  Funkiphino 
   Sponsored by Denver Parks & Recreation 





   

 Race Week Events Schedule
   
   Wednesday, May 14
   6:30 pm: Colorado Running Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony,
   Denver Athletic Club
   
   Thursday, May 15
   7:30 am: Mayors Breakfast, Marathon Village Pavillion, City Park
   
   Friday May 16
   noon to 7:00 pm: Expo and Race Packet Pickup at Marathon Village
   
   Saturday May 17
   9:00 am to 5:00 pm: Expo and Race Packet Pickup at Marathon Village
   10:00 am: Marathon Milers Kid¹s One-Mile Fun Run, City Park
   
   Sunday, May 18
   5:55 am: Wheelchair Track & Field USA National Wheelchair Marathon 
   Championship
   6:00 am: Marathon, Half-Marathon and Relay, City Park
   8:00 am to noon: Finish Line party in Marathon Village
   Noon: Course closes

   Race-Day Traffic Guide
   
   Where to park: Runners, please park in the lots at the Denver
   Musuem of Nature & Science, the Zoo, and the side streets around
   the south side of City Park.
   
   Relay Shuttles: Shuttles will be available to transport relay
   team members to their relay exchange zones, and back to City Park. 
   Alternately, relay members can arrange their own transportation to 
   their zone.

   Road Closures: Travel on Colfax Avenue will be restricted to one lane 
   of traffic in each direction. The course will roll up like a carpet as 
   athletes pass. Traffic will resume normal patterns as soon as it is safe 
   for athletes, spectators and motorists.
   
   RTD: The marathon will cause delays on RTD routes that run on
   and/or cross Colfax Avenue. Call 303-299-6000 or visit
   RTD-Denver.com “Detours and Alerts” for full
   details.

   
   Please visit www.coloradocolfaxmarathon.org for the most updated information.


