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Involved neighbors
make our wonderful
neighborhood better
By Carolyn Fries, President
Crescent Lake Neighborhood
Association

Since our last issue of the Banter, the neighborhood association
has had a presence in the park for various events. During those
times, I have had the opportunity to speak with residents (and
non-residents) of our beautiful neighborhood — and I am amazed
at the diversity among us.

There are new and long-time residents, homeowners and renters,
seasonal and year-round residents, families with young children
and retirees, traditional and non-traditional couples. The list goes
on.

Career-wise, we have artists, bankers, realtors, restaurant owners,
social service workers, small business owners, musicians,
teachers and many others. The common thread among them is the
choice to call the Crescent Lake neighborhood home.

 Each of these individuals brings unique experience and talent to
our neighborhood. That means you bring unique experience and
talent to the neighborhood. Whether it is planning or setting up
for a social event, nominating a neighbor for an award, serving
on the board of directors, writing an article for the Banyan
Banter, helping to clean the lake, or simply checking on a
neighbor who may need assistance, each and every resident can
have a positive impact on our neighborhood.

Thank you to all those who responded to last quarter’s top 10 call
for involvement. We’ve had great community support for the
Healthy Lake project. Geoff and Jennie Voigt hosted a Mardi
Gras-themed porch party. Jim and Jody Kenrick volunteered their
home to host the Easter egg drop box. Bill Feltner voiced some
concerns and then volunteered to represent our neighborhood at
the city’s Homeless Summit.

Look for our two new guest writers in this issue — Tracey Gail
and Lucy Trimarco. Know, too, that behind the scenes of the
Banter, fellow neighbor Jason Diviki is volunteering his time and
design skills to lay out the newsletter.

PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

continued on page 11

Cleanup time
at Crescent Lake
Dozens of volunteers join together to remove 30 cubic yards of
trash and 800 pounds of metal, stone and wood in first lake
clean-up days. As this special project continues, neighbors are
urged to join the cause.

By Gary Crosby

The Crescent Lake restoration and beautification project is receiving
a lot of community support, and it is something we should all be
proud of.

The recent Saturday lake clean-ups brought a good gathering of
community members who gave of their Saturday mornings
supporting our Crescent Lake makeover. This project received
neighborhood support at our past November neighborhood
association meeting and you have been updated as to its progress in
the past several newsletters. The shoreline and lake bottom has not
been given this much attention in a long time!

More than 30 cubic yards of accumulated trash and debris and 800
pounds of discarded metal, stone and wood items around the
shoreline and within the lake were removed during the first two
clean-ups, held in February and early March. Just as impressive, the
first two clean-ups involved about 80 individuals who came eagerly
to participate in the project. continued on page 8

The project to restore and beautify Crescent Lake has generated strong
enthusiasm from nearly 80 volunteers. Want to join the cause? See page
9 to see how you can support the effort



Her inspiration and
renovation becomes
another’s safe haven

Home Beautiful Award
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The golden pine floors were refinished. Custom six-over-one insulated
windows were installed. The exterior wood siding and trim were sanded,
primed and painted. The side yard has splashes of color from the orange
and grapefruit trees along with the bougainvillea climbing the fence.

Ironically, it turned out that, after all that work, Nancy couldn’t move into
the house. But it could become a safe haven for another family.

PURE SWISS SKIN CARE 
Formulated in Switzerland/Made in the USA 
COLOR/NUTRITION/AROMATHERAPY 

 
YOU CAN ENJOY: 

Skin Care Systems 
Baby Care  
Aromatherapy 
Face Color 
Weight Loss & Nutrition 

Arbonne’s Proprietary Formulas Are: 
Botanically-based 
pH correct 
Never tested on animals 
Formulated without mineral oil - 

………..Just to name a few of the wonderful advantages!!!!! 
CALL ME TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN ENJOY THESE 

PURE, SAFE AND BENEFICIAL PRODUCTS! 
 SHIPPING AND TAX ON YOUR 1ST ORDER IS FREE! 

PLUS…..present this ad—and receive $25.00 off your order!! 
(Valid w/minimum order of $150.00 *retail*) 

Pat Finn 
727-667-0331 

Your Crescent 
Lake Neighbor! 

Call fo
r FREE 

SAMPLES 

By Doug Mason
Nancy Miller was inspired to purchase the 1925 craftsman
bungalow on the edge of Crescent Lake at 1201 Highland Street for
one simple but compelling reason: She loved the neighborhood.

The house and garage apartment were run down, but being a
professional photographer, she could see beauty in anything.
Living in the two-bedroom bungalow while renovating and
commuting to work in Sarasota was tough, and eventually took its
toll.

But holding onto her dream of living in St. Pete, she hired a
contractor to finish the house. The kitchen was gutted and
incorporated into the back porch. New oak cabinets, appliances and
Corion countertops were installed.

The ceiling was vaulted to expose an open beam and a new ceiling
fan installed. The crown molding welcomes visitors into each room,
along with the original door and window trim. continued on page 15

Nancy Miller, a big fan of the Crescent Lake neighborhood, bought her home
– a craftsman bungalow built in 1925 — at 1201 Highland Street, completed
extensive renovations and leases it to the James family, which lost part of its
home in New Orleans.



    THE ROB AND RICHARD TEAM 

    FLORIDA LIFESTYLES REALTY 

OUR FEATURED LISTINGSOUR FEATURED LISTINGSOUR FEATURED LISTINGSOUR FEATURED LISTINGS    

2br, 1ba, 2 car garage 

$149,900 

New Home/New Price 

$399,900 

Updated 2br, 2ba w/pool 

$189,900 

Bungalow w/In-law unit 

$299,900 

Waterfront Condo 

$339,900 

Charming 4br, 2ba 

$374,900 

Updated 3br, 2ba 

$249,900 

English Tudor w/4br, 2ba 

$269,900 

2br, 1ba Cottage 

$239,900 

Home w/apt & guest quarters 

$229,900 

New Price/4br, 2ba 

$289,900 

Our Customer Care Vehicle 

Waiting To Come To Your Home 

Use Our Moving Van 

“Free” Call for details. 

Richard Waugh Rob Elkins 

2ba, 1ba Condo 

$99,000 

2br, 1ba w/apartment 

$189,900 

2br, 3ba w/family room  

$199,900 

Spanish/Mediterranean Estate 

$799,900 

Waterfront w/dock 

$895,000 

Check Out www.Robandrichard.com for a visual tour. 

 The Rob & Richard Team “Gets Them Sold”! 

 

Financing Questions - Call Cameron Bernard  

Guaranteed Rate Mortgage - 727-894-0230 

CONTRACT PENDING 
        4920 38th Way S. #211 

518 Orangewood Dr.  

                        SOLD HOMES 
13166 Cumberland Dr.        4501 Juanita Way S. 

3211 8th Ave. N.                   3165 231st Ave. N. 

Give Us A Call - 727-525-5600 
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As a resident of Crescent Lake, you are likely aware of the large-
scale community events held in the park and sponsored by the
organization known as TASCO. But did you know the city-wide
headquarters for TASCO resides right here in our neighborhood?

TASCO stands for Teen Arts, Sports & Cultural Opportunities, and
offers a variety of positive youth development programs for teens in
grades six through 12. The program is operated by
the City of St. Petersburg Recreation Department and divided into
three categories: Education, Special Events and Sports.

The primary responsibility of the educational arm of TASCO is to
create and publish the quarterly Teen Impressions Magazine. The
impressive publication, created entirely by its team of teen
volunteers, has expanded to 48 pages, and 25,000 copies of each
issue are printed and distributed to area middle and high schools
and community centers.

The teens select, research and write material for publication,
gaining valuable job skills related to leadership, verbal and written
communication, graphics, production, computer layout and design.

 TASCO’s Special Events group sponsors and organizes events for
youth in St. Petersburg year round, including dances, field trips,
skateboarding and extreme sports competitions, among others.

One of the largest and most prominent events organized by TASCO
Special Events is the nationally sanctioned Pier Fest, held in the
spring on the picturesque St. Petersburg waterfront. TASCO
participates in the St. Petersburg First Night celebration, organizes
Halloween and Valentine’s Dances, supports Recreation Center
pageants, and is currently planning a Teen Showcase of
Achievement to highlight teens who achieve excellence in areas
ranging from education to entertainment to neighborhood
involvement.

TASCO operates quarterly sports programs, including sports for life
and specialized tournaments. Each sport is separated into middle
school and high school leagues and includes male, female or coed
divisions. Sports include coed softball and bowling in the fall, flag
football in the winter, spring volleyball and summer basketball.

Interested teens may join at any City of St. Petersburg Recreation
Center or they may form their
own teams. All church groups, non-profit organizations,
neighborhood and youth groups are encouraged to participate.
Registration fees are affordable and supervised bus transportation to
and from practices and games departs right from our neighborhood.

For additional information on TASCO’s programs or to volunteer,
contact:
Robert Norton, TASCO Education, 892-5877,
robert.norton@stpete.org
Kimberly Brashner, TASCO Special Events, 892-5060,
kim.brasher@stpete.org
Scott Drouin, TASCO Sports, 892-5060, scott.drouin@stpete.org
You can also stop by the TASCO office, located at 1320 5th Street
North.

TASCO makes its home
right in our neighborhood
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Neighbor goes native To qualify for the certification you’ll need
to show that your yard supports wildlife in
several ways:

Food: Plants are the best food
source for wildlife. Feeders
can be used as a
supplemental source of food.
Water: Wildlife need a clean
water source for drinking and
bathing.
Cover: Wildlife need places to
find shelter from the weather
and predators.
Places to raise young: To
provide complete habitat, you
must provide safe places for
wildlife to engage in
courtship behavior and to
mate, and then to bear and
raise their young.
 Supply a plant list: Plant
communities form the
foundation of habitat for all
wildlife.
Sustainable gardening
practices: How you manage
your garden or landscape can
have an impact on the health
of the soil, air water and
habitat for native wildlife.

In the last couple of years I’ve been
planting native plants. There are two native
plant nurseries in the county: Twigs and
Leaves and Wilcox Nursery.

When you go, talk with the staff about
which plants best suit your garden. There
are native plants that thrive in all kinds of
conditions: wet, dry, sunny and shady.

Also consider the size of the mature plant.
If you’re interested in attracting butterflies,
ask about larval plants. My favorite
butterfly book is Pam Trass’ Gardening for
Florida’s Butterflies, because it’s a small
book with all the information you need
about butterfly gardening right here in
Pinellas County.

I have lots of rooted milkweed cuttings, as
well as cuttings of other native plants to
give away. Feel free to call me at 821-2133
and I’ll be happy to get you started.

Actually, she’s gone native with her yard.
Now it’s “colorful, lush, gorgeous and
full of life,” with 40 plants native to
Florida, attracting birds and butterflies
from all over. For her, it’s the only kind of
yard to have.

By Lucy Trimarco

 It all started when an elementary school teacher
gave me a rooted milkweed cutting. She said it
would attract butterflies. They came and I started
thinking of my yard as a wildlife habitat.

When I moved to my house at 809 18th Ave North, I
kept my tiny yard sunny and started reading about
butterfly gardening. I planted host plants for the
caterpillars to eat, and nectar plants for the adult
butterflies.

Today I have about 40 varieties of native plants,
and have spotted over 20 different species of
butterflies in my yard.

I used to think that a native plant was just a nice
name for a weed – I was wrong.

My native plant garden is colorful, lush, gorgeous
and full of life. Every year I look forward to seeing
the ruby-throated humming birds come to my coral
honeysuckle and firebush. Families of birds return
each year to the same nests and birdhouses.

It was actually fun getting my yard certified as a
Wildlife Habitat by the National Wildlife Federation.
You can read about what’s required and see the
application online at http://www.nwf.org/
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Lucy Trimarco’s yard, full of Florida native plants that
attract birds and butterflies, is certified as Wildlife
Habitat by the National Wildlife Federation.



Spring’s alive in
neighborhood:
Watch out for baby ducks!

Many coots (the chicken-like birds with white foreheads and bills)
were swimming close to shore as usual, but some were out in the
middle of the lake.

There were a few moorhens (with red forehead shield and bill) very
similar to the coots but staying closer to shore.

One large Great Egret in breeding plumage (a long drapey white
plume trailing from its back down beyond its tail) was standing in the
shallows, hoping some of the bread would come its way.

White Ibises (with the red down-curved bills) were mixing it up in the
bread-gang – and even a few of the juvenile ibises with their
brownish wings were getting into the act.

Along with all the human noise, birds were making a ruckus.

Seagulls were “mewing.” Boat-tailed grackles — the male almost as
big as a seagull, iridescent blue-black with a big fanshaped tail –
were flying among the palm trees on the east side of the lake, making
lots of squeaks and rattles. The females, smaller and plain brown,
were characteristically quiet. The coots made short, high-pitched
squeals.  Mockingbirds, the great imitators of other bird songs
(hence their names) were pretending to be cardinals or other
songbirds.

Many ducks had retreated to the south end of the lake, and there we
found another sign of spring: two mother Muscovy ducks were
leading their flocks of fluffy yellow and brown babies along the bank
near the tennis courts. One of them had 11 ducklings in tow!

I had seen her the day before, leading them across Crescent Lake
Drive, in a single file, and had slowed to watch them cross the street.

So, yes, spring is here at Crescent Lake – slow down for children,
puppies – and baby ducks!

By Susie Betzer

Crescent Lake Park was dressed for St Patrick’s Day as I set out for
a stroll on March 17 around the lake with my Mom, an almost 90-
year-old lifetime birdwatcher visiting from Wisconsin. Bright green
new foliage burst from every oak tree, and the stands of cypress
trees at the south end near the ball field were putting forth feathery
light green foliage. It was a brilliantly sunny but cool day, with the
north wind whipping down the lake.

Besides the new leaves, another way to tell that spring is here is
that our winter ducks have departed — the big flock of ringnecks
and scaups we’ve been seeing ever since November left us in early
March.  Just one male shoveler was to be seen at the south end of
the lake.

I wondered what brave birds we might see, as the neighborhood
yard sale was taking place at the north end – with all the shoppers,
children and dogs — and the park and dog park were full and
jumping! What birds would stay around for this?

Easy answer — our “regulars” are used to lots of action.

Sure enough, gulls were swarming after bread tossed by children
near the playground —two kinds, one with a black heads, the other
with white (more on gull I.D. in another article).
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3046 10th Street North 

2/1/1    1,109 Sq. Ft.    $249,900 

5118 6th Street N.—Townhouse 

3/2.5/2  1,481 Sq. Ft.   $299,900 

5025 25th Avenue North 

2/2/1    1,212 Sq. Ft.    $199,900 

3116 66th Street North 

Office Space 1,326 SF   $324,900 

4543 3rd Avenue North 

2/1       921 Sq. Ft.         $169,700 

 

 

863 19th Avenue North 

3/2      2,208 Sq. Ft.       $396,000 

750 17th Avenue North 

3/2      1,869 Sq. Ft.       $370,000 

801 17th Avenue North 

2/2      1,050 Sq. Ft.       $278,000 

872 14th Avenue North 

3/3      1,503 Sq. Ft.       $269,500 

1116 5th Street North 

2/2         864 Sq. Ft.       $209,000 

       JANE FORBES 
A longtime resident of St. Petersburg 

 

Jane Just Listed! 
Adorable 1925 Craftsman Bungalow 

Hardwood floors, Fireplace 

2836 6th Avenue N. 
$224,900 

Information reported in this ad is based on information from the Pinellas Realtor Organization MLS, Realtors, Owners & Public Records. 
The properties on the list have been listed & sold by various participants in MLS and are included in the ad with the permission of the Realtor. 

 PROPERTIES FOR SALE   

Visit us at: www.ForbesTeam.com  
 

2200 4th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33704  Office: (727) 823-8000   Fax: (727) 822-9500   Jane@ForbesTeam.com 

Hot Buttered Rum 
Cocktail 

FOR SALE 

1124 11th St N. 

2 Lots! (MOL) 
4/5 with pool! 

3,953 Sq. Ft. 

$699,900 

1219 12th St. N. 

Pool Home! 
3/2.5 plus  

guest cottage! 

$485,000 

Your friend in 

real estate... 

 

406 13th Ave NE 

Old Northeast 
4/2/3 Car Gar. 

Plus 2 BR Apt. 

$795,000 

1225 12th St. N. 

New Pool! 
Two story 4/2/2 

Restored to 1926  

$445,000 

3046 10th St N. 
2/1/den & 1 Car Gar. 

New hardwood, 

new windows 

$249,900 

SOLD 

1 stick unsalted butter, sof-

tened  

2 cups light brown sugar 

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon  

1/2 teaspoon grated nutmeg 

Pinch ground cloves  

Pinch salt 

Bottle dark rum 

Boiling water 
 

In a bowl, cream together the 

butter, sugar, cinnamon, nut-

meg, cloves, and salt. Refrig-

erate until almost firm. Spoon 

about 2 tablespoons of the but-

ter mixture into 12 small 

mugs. Pour about 3 ounces of 

rum into each mug (filling 

about halfway). Top with boil-

ing water (to fill the remaining 

half), stir well, and serve im-

mediately.  Enjoy! 
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Cleanup time at Crescent Lake
continued from page 1 Our local Publix and Sweetbay Supermarkets and Starbucks Coffee

have shown their community support by donating fruit, water and
coffee for our participants. We are grateful for their contributions

Thus far, the clean-ups have been well attended and effective.
However, there remains a need, and desire, for more Crescent Lake
residents to become involved and support this special project. With
more of our neighbors showing up to contribute, not only does the
task at hand become less daunting, but by participating you take an
active role in enhancing our neighborhood lake park.  Being a good
steward of our environment can bring joy along with the
satisfaction you receive by participating with others in such a
worthwhile project.

Participating at the work days is the most obvious way you can
assist with the project. Review in the accompanying box the dates
of our upcoming work days at the park and other activities that will
occur.  Decide how you will contribute today – we need and
welcome your support and involvement.

There are other opportunities for those of you not inclined or
available for the work days.

Our additional needs include:

- People to make phone calls during the day to solicit
information and services

- Writers and computer “wizards” to document our
progress on the project and assist in preparing a final
report
-Group leaders and support people preparing and running

our various volunteer events
- Photographers at the various events to document the

activities

A presentation of the proposed parkland landscape design will be
made at our upcoming April neighborhood meeting. The date and
agenda of that meeting is found in this newsletter as a separate
item.

In addition to the typical paper, glass and plastic litter, an unusual
array of items has been hauled from the lake waters.

Several engine crankshafts (yes, including the one admired as a
bird perch at the north end), parts of a discarded boat frame, two
bicycles, large terracotta plumbing pipes, assorted auto body parts,
a metal WWI military helmet, brick street pavers, a park sign with
the wood post intact and even a parking meter. A 30-foot long
telephone pole at the lake’s bottom on the north end will be
removed by the end of the project.

So far the project has involved a wide age range of participants,
from parent supervised pre-schoolers to senior citizens. Working
from the shoreline or wading in the shallow edges of the lake
allows a good vantage point to remove the accumulated floating
and submerged debris. The donning of waist waders and venturing
into the deeper water or tackling the lake by boat gives the more
adventurous an opportunity to access debris in hard-to-reach places.

Mr. Kostka’s Lakewood High School biology class has adopted
Crescent Lake as an ongoing class project. In their classroom study
of lake ecosystems, they are incorporating their skills in testing the
lake’s water quality, participating in the clean-up and planting
days, and making first- hand observations of the plant and animal
life of the lake. Their enthusiasm toward this project is inspiring.

City work crews are supporting the effort in supplying hand tools,
work gear and their experience in other lake clean-ups. Working
side by side with the volunteers, they can be found clearing or
removing debris from the lake and shoreline or disposing of the full
bags and piles of debris as it is removed from the lake by others.
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 Saturday, April 14,  9 a.m. to 1 p.m.     Planting Team Leader’s ORIENTATION and TRAINING   for people with a strong
desire (and preferably experience) to lead and direct small groups at the planting the following week. Contact Lucy or Gary (see
below) for more information.

Friday,  April 20, TBD    Receive delivery of plants at the lake and stage for planting
Contact Lucy or Gary (see below) to receive more information and time.

Saturday and Sunday,  April 21-22, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.       EARTH DAY CELEBRATION EVENT: Installing the Florida
native plants within designated areas of the lake and shoreline.

Saturday,  April  28, 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.   TENTATIVE WORKDAY (just in case we need it)
Finish planting, maintenance as needed at the various planting sites.

The following events will occur by the Fall 2007 (dates are yet to be scheduled):

! Install additional plants within designated areas of the lake
! Install plants in designated areas of the parkland adjacent to the lake
! Marking neighborhood storm drains
! Dedication/ Celebration in the Park

more photos of the Crescent Lake
cleanup on page 12
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Show you support – join us in this special project!

In addition to receiving comments and a vote on the proposed
design, a commitment from the neighborhood association to an
ongoing maintenance schedule will be sought. Please plan on
attending this meeting to take the opportunity to hear for yourself
the plan and express your concerns, desires and involvement in this
significant project.

Please choose how you can participate. If you have any questions or
need additional information, please contact Lucy Trimarco at 821-
2133 (e-mail lucy@ij.net ) or Gary Crosby at 823-8014 (e-mail
mgmcrosby@tampabay.rr.com ).

Volunteers worked in small boats and along the shore to clean up
Crescent Lake.



Lake’s water runs deep;
its history much deeper
Our neighbor-writer, a volunteer in the lake project,
uncovers a fascinating history about Crescent Lake –
from a vision to make it a “show place” of Florida to
tales of battles between Spanish explorers and local
Indian tribes.

By Tracey Gail

Lately I have been giving a lot of thought to Crescent Lake.

I am part of a group of residents who love our lake and want to
restore it as a natural habitat. We think there are many like-minded
individuals in our neighborhood who also want a cleaner, richer lake
environment.

In fact, we are counting on it. We hope to see you at the lake on
April 21 to help make the vision come true.

Many people don’t realize that Crescent Lake is an ancient spring-
fed lake, one of a chain of four deepwater lakes in Pinellas County
(the other three are Lake Maggoire, Mirror Lake and Round Lake). It
is more than 40 feet deep at its deepest point, with much of the lake
being 20 feet or deeper. I have always enjoyed the lake and its
wildlife, but only recently have I learned about its history.

The Vision for Crescent Lake Park

In 1920 Perry Snell sold the land to the city for a very low price
($30,000 to $35,000 depending on the source) as part of his desire to
beautify St. Petersburg. Three years later Crescent Lake is described
as “that hyacinth-matted pond surrounded by a rank tangle of
undergrowth … a desolate place, with a reputation among the
residents of the vicinity for being a mosquito breeder and a home of
snakes.”

The muck was 18 feet deep in places, but it wasn’t always that way.
According to W.F. Smith, chairman of the Park Board, it only took
seven years for hyacinth to take over the lake “for before that time
there were no hyacinths (and) fishing was good.”1

The City Park Board had a vision of a clear lake and surrounding park
with “winding drives and footpaths under nodding trees.”  Crescent
Lake was to be “one of the show places of the west coast of Florida
if not of the whole state.”

Around 1923, C.B. Axford wrote of the plan in his newspaper article:
“Hope to Make Crescent Lake Gem of Pinellas Peninsula – City Park
Board Contemplates Developing Naturally Endowed Muck Lands
by Systematic Drainage and Planting Into Botanical Gardens Like
Famous Ones at Rio Janeiro.”

The plan was to create an avenue with a canal down its center
flanked by palms “exactly like the entrance at the Brazilian capital
gardens” in Rio de Janeiro.

The canal was to be clear water flowing on a sandy bottom with
floating water flowers, surrounded by ferns and flowering shrubs.
This feature was designed around a natural arm of the lake that jutted
out on the eastern shore towards 4th Street at 17th Avenue N.
Also included was a “half moon arch, Chinese-style” spanning a
“tiny lakelet starred with water flowers.” At the south end of the park
was envisioned an athletic field and “perhaps also a Greek stage
where dramas can be given in the open.”

The neighborhood residents had petitioned for another important
and more practical component of the plan.
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A little-known fact about Crescent Lake, well-known for its massive
banyan tree on the eastern shore, is that it is an ancient spring-fed lake,
more than 40 feet deep at its deepest point



Involvement in the neighborhood fosters a sense of investment and
ownership in the community. We’re on a roll, let’s keep it going!

Crescent Lake neighborhood is our home and we hope everyone
will invest a little time to make it special. For those who haven’t yet
had the opportunity and those who can’t get enough, the updated
Top 10 list is below.

10. Volunteer for a Lake Cleanup/Planting day
9.   Help set up and/or hide Easter Eggs for the Hunt (Saturday,
April 6)
8.   Write an Article/Submit a Photo for the Q3 Banyan Banter
7.   Nominate a neighbor for the Q3 Home Beautiful Award
6.   Host a Porch Party
5.   Become a Board member
4.   Join the Neighborhood Association
3.   Get a neighbor to join, too
2.   Attend the neighborhood meeting on Monday, April 16
1.   Bring a neighbor with you!

continued from page 1

The level of the lake was to be lowered as it became an important part
of the city’s new drainage system. The residents requested that as the
lake was dredged to lower the water level, the level of the ground
surrounding the lake be raised.  Eighteen inches of muck and topsoil
was moved to the surrounding property to reduce the chance of
flooding.

The soil around the lake, raised by the dredging, was found to be very
fertile and the Park Board began using the southwest corner of the
lake to grow “ten thousand palms” of “every possible variety.”

“Royal, Washingtonian and Coco Plumosas palm are growing at a
surprising rate,” wrote  Axford. As the palms grew at an astounding
rate, reported as 10 feet in two years, the trees were thinned and
harvested. Some were moved to nearby parks and many were left to
adorn the shores and streets of the Crescent Lake area.

Mysteries of Crescent Lake

Dredging would continue for many years in fits and starts. At one time
the dredging was taking place 24 hours a day, disturbing the alligator
population which consisted of gators as long as 11 feet. Dick Bothwell
quotes two Park Service employees in his newspaper reporting. They
tell a story of one workman who disappeared during the middle of the
night and was never heard from again. No one ever found out if he
quit or if he had fallen into the dangerous waters.2

During the dredging, another mystery surrounding the lake was
revealed, as reported in Henry G. Frampton’s article, “Crescent Lake
Discovery May Clear Mystery.”

Five feet below the surface was found an old Indian canoe. It was said
to be hewn from a single cypress possibly grown in the Charlotte
Harbor area. The work was perhaps done by Calusa Indians, but
details such as a keel indicate that there were European boatbuilding
skills also used on the vessel.

Carbon dating indicated it was from the 1600s (although that is
currently in dispute). The finding of the canoe was thought at the time
to point to Crescent Lake as a possible site of the mystery of
Menendez and the village of Tocobaga.3

Don Pedro Menendez was a Spanish explorer who had settled near
Charlotte Harbor at peace with the local Calusa tribes. One of his
quests was to find and map a waterway, which was said to connect
the Bay del Espirtu Sanoto (now known as Tampa Bay) with San
Mateo and ultimately St. Augustine on the eastern coast.

As he explored the bay in search of this waterway, he met with local
tribes to negotiate guides and safe passage. In the 1600s, the people
of the peninsula that is now Pinellas County were the Tocobaga.

They were a “tall, muscular and agile people. They carried bows,
arrows and spears (and) made many of their tools from bones and
shell.”4 They did not wear clothes but instead wore tattoos which
conveyed their rank.

Menendez, of course, did not find such a waterway, but he did use the
opportunity to try to settle the area for Spain.

continued on page 14
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President’s Perspective

Carolyn’s Q2 Top 10



A special
thank you to
everyone who
work so hard
to make our
lake beautiful!
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“Homework takes forever.” 
THE TRUTH IS: 

Since 1977 parents have been using Huntington to help 
their children reach their full potential.  Huntington 
will pinpoint your child’s academic strengths and 
weaknesses and tailor a program to improve grades and 
increase confidence and motivation. 

5032 4th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33703  727-527-8221 

Studying is too hard. 

$50.00 OFF 
Diagnostic 
Evaluation 
with this ad 

       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                           Alucon Shutter Inc.             
                                                                                                    Roll Up Shutters & Doors • Hurricane Windows • Sun Shades 
 
 

                                                    WE ROLL OUT SAFETY FOR YOU! 
 
                                                                                      3634 Central Avenue St. Petersburg, Fl. 33711              
                                                                                                  Phone (727) 323-8185  · (877) 323-8185 ·  Fax (727) 328-2826                    
                                                                       Email: sales@alucon-shutter.com  Website: www.alucon-shutter.com         
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Lake’s water runs deep
continued form page 10
When he was to return to Charlotte Harbor he left at the site of a local
Indian community a group of men and missionaries with meager
supplies and instructions to build a fort at the site, convert the natives
to Christianity, and name the settlement “Tocobaga” after the local
tribe and their chief.

What Menendez did not foresee is that the Tocobaga were a fierce
people who had been treated badly during previous contact with the
Spanish. One chief, Chief Acuera, is noted to have said in 1567 that
“his men would not stop fighting even in the face of complete
extinction.” 4When another group of missionaries arrived in 1668 to
check on the community, the settlement was abandoned without a trace
of the settlers or tribe.  Evidence of a massacre was found.

Maybe our Crescent Lake canoe was part of this story, some
speculated. Whether it was hidden in the lake to hide evidence of a
village, or traded for use in the lake at a later date may never be known.
The canoe, however, can be found today at the St Petersburg Museum
of History at the base of the pier.

Crescent Lake Park was dedicated in 1928 and almost 80 years have
passed. Now we all enjoy our predecessor’s vision of the lake and
surrounding park with “winding drives and footpaths under nodding
trees.”

Some of the features did not materialize. There is no canal nor is there a
Chinese-style footbridge, but the lake today is a part of a beautiful St
Petersburg, just as Perry Snell had envisioned.

Crescent Lake is indeed a treasured gathering place for our
neighborhood, as well as our community. In the near future, we too
envision “floating water flowers” and flowering bushes, and we are
working to bring this vision to life. Bulrushes will serve as cover for
nesting birds and flowering bushes have been chosen for their
attraction of hummingbirds and butterflies.

In 1923, C.B. Axford wrote: “A man can stand on the edge of the
Crescent Lake swale today, if he has that vision, and catch in the reek
of the wet soil, the promise of the perfume of tomorrow.”
Again we stand on the edge, enjoying the perfume of tomorrow.
Please join us. Volunteer to be a part of the next phase as Crescent
Lake is restored to the healthy vibrant habitat it is destined to once
again become.

1 Hope to Make Crescent Lake Gem of Pinellas Peninsula – City Park Board
Contemplates Developing Naturally Endowed Muck Lands by Systematic
Drainage and Planting Into Botanical Gardens Like Famous Ones at Rio
Janiero” by C.B.Axford , St Petersburg Museum of History Archives

2 title not known, Dick Bothwell, date unknown , St Petersburg Museum of
History Archives

2 “Crescent Lake Discovery May Clear Mystery – Tocobaga Founded in 1667
by Menendez may have been located here”  by Henry G. Frampton, November
2, 1924, St Petersburg Museum of History Archives

3 “The City That Almost Wasn’t  - A Timeline of Early Florida and the
Development of Tampa”  http://thehipp.org

Thank you to those listed below who have already shown support by submitting their 2007 membership dues:

Bring this completed form along with your dues to the next event or mail to :
Crescent Lakes Neighorhood Association, P.O. Box 76065, St. Petersburg, FL  33734

Visit our website at www.neighborhoodlink.com/stpetersburg/clna

2007 CLNA Membership Form
YES! I want to get involved (circle your interest):      Neighborhood Planning      Board Member      Newsletter

Traffic Calming      Social Events      Neighborhood Projects      Hospitality

Membership     Fund Raising
Annual dues are just ...   Individual   $15     Household or Business  $20

Annual dues are just ...   Individual   $15     Household or Business  $20
Make checks payable to: Crescent Lake Neighborhood AssociationName(s)

Address

Phone #’s  Hm                                                                         Wk                                                                            Cell

E-Mail

Do you have a Business?  If desired, complete below...

Name of Business or Service

Business Address
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Homelessness Affects
Us All

By Juanita Mullaney

Their are many ways you can help. Many
people just need someone to listen or hold
their hand. Some need direction on where
to go for help. Others need help with money
management. Many grew up on the streets
and don’t know any other way of life. We
NEED to break this trend. We NEED to
make sure these children get the help they
need to move on to a better life. YOU can
HELP by volunteering!
Sheila Lopez, Chief Operating Officer, of
Catholic Charities is on the streets every
day helping people to find solutions and to
move on in their lives. Sheila gave me her
personal cell number, 439-0228.
Sheila was thanked by the mayor, at the
Summit, as being a key person,
organization, in aiding the city with the
homeless situation.
Sarah Snyder, Executive Director, of the
Pinellas County Coalition for the Homeless
can be reached at 528-5762 or email to:
sarah@pinellashomeless.org. This
organization is targeting prevention of
homelessness with a 10-year county-wide
plan.
In closing, I need to step-up to the plate.
The groundwork is in place. These
organizations need our help to make this
effort successful. Homelessness affects us
all!

Tents on the city streets were an eye-opener for me in
the beginning of the year. That is why I attended the
Homeless Summit, open to the public and held at
USF, in February. The statistics given were
astounding! About 50% are considered “chronic,”
homeless four or more times in three years. About
45% are disabled. About 38% show the city of St. Pete
as their last address as compared to other cities in the
county. The city of Clearwater is second with 11%.
Forty-two percent are women and children. Eighteen
percent are veterans, and this number is growing.
Thirty-seven percent work full or part-time and 47%
have a permanent source of income from work,
disability or retirement. It just isn’t enough!
In January, 2006 it was reported that their were 4710
people living on the streets in Pinellas County. In
January, 2003 report was 2305 people. The number of
homeless has DOUBLED in the last three years! If
this trend continues, it will becomes more and more
noticeable. This situation affects us all. It is our
responsibility as a community to meet the needs of
our neighbors.

Home Beautiful Award
continued from page 2

 Enter Amy and Michael James,
who lost the bottom floor of
their two-story house to eight
feet of the Gulf of Mexico when
Hurricane Katrina ravaged New
Orleans in August 2005. Living
a half block from the south
yacht club levee breach, they
lost everything but their second-
floor belongings.

Mike’s company relocated its
yacht sales to Salt Creek
Marina in Bayboro in St. Pete.
Now Amy, Mike and son Henry
are leasing Nancy’s home while
working to restore their home
in New Orleans. For the
meantime, they’re glad to call
Nancy’s home and our Crescent
Lake neighborhood their “safe
harbor.”



 CLNA Directors

Carolyn Fries, President
     cfries@tampabay.rr.com
    823-0050

Rich Wall, Vice President
     823-2835

Gary Crosby, Tresurer
     mgmcrosby@tampabay.rr.com
     823-8014

Phil Celli, Secetary

Nancy Wall     823-2835

Mike Flanagan     452-4538

Upcoming Board Meetings:
Feb. 5, 7p.m.

A great and inexpensive way to
reach hundreds of local potential
customers.  The newsletter is
mailed bi-monthly to all residents
of Crescent Lake (nearly 600
households).

1 page      $60/issue      $300/year

1/2 page   $40/issue      $200/year

1/4 page   $30/issue      $150/year

Business card $25/issue $100/year
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Please join us
at neighborhood
meeting April 30
Please mark your calendar now for Monday,
April 30, at 7 p.m. – and plan on joining
fellow neighbors for a general Crescent Lake
Neighborhood Association meeting, which will
be held at the Huggins-Stengel Field
Clubhouse at 1320 5th Street North.

In the past our General Meetings have suffered
from poor attendance. The hope of the your
neighborhood board members is that with good
advance notice, and with all of the positive
momentum that has been building over the
past couple years, as many of you as possible
will make time to attend the meeting, meet
fellow neighbors and hear the latest on the
various projects that are under way in our great
neighborhood.

At our meeting, our discussion will include:

1) Review/Vote of Upland planting plan
for Healthy Lake Project

2) Review/Vote of Neighborhood Marker
Possibilities (allocation of 1994
Neighborhood Plan Tax Dollars)

3) Review/Vote of Observation Platform
in Lake (allocation of 1994
Neighborhood Plan Tax Dollars)

4) Presentation of CLNA involvement in
4th Street Pedestrian Safety

 So, again, please mark your calendars for
7 p.m. April 30 and plan on joining
us. We look forward to seeing you
there!

Calander of Events
April - June 2007

General Meeting Monday
April 30, 7:00 pm The
Clubhouse, 1320 5th St N

Lake Planting Saturday May
5, 8:30 am The Lake

Board Meeting Monday May
7, 7:00 pm Panera Bread
Meeting Room

Board Meeting Monday June
4, 7:00 pm Panera Bread
Meeting Room

General and Board meetings
are open to all Crescent
Lake neighbors

Neighborhood Events posted
at www.neighborhoodlink.com/
stpetersburg/clna

St Petersburg City events
posted at www.stpete.org


