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We encourage and welcome all residents to participate in meetings and activities. 

Become involved in decisions that affect your community.

www.SorensenNeighborhood.org
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Spring is finally springing and it’s time to meet and greet your neighbors. 
Get the latest updates on neighborhood issues at the Sorensen Neighborhood 
Association annual meeting. The meeting is scheduled for 7 to 8:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 10, in the St. Louis Park High School cafeteria. Free pizza and 
beverages will be served.

City Council Representative Sue Sanger and State Rep. Steve Simon will attend, 
pass along the latest information about neighborhood and legislative session issues, 
and answer your questions. State Sen. Ron Latz has been invited.

Official business will include the annual ratification of the Sorensen Steering 
Committee, which again this year has several new members. If you are interested 
in joining the committee, serving as a volunteer or meeting current committee 
members, please attend. We welcome all volunteers—the time is minimal but the 
rewards are great. You’ll strengthen your neighborhood and get to know a fun 
bunch of people. 

Please bring a nonperishable food 
item, personal care product or cash 
to donate to STEP (St. Louis Park 
Emergency Program.) This community-
based not-for-profit agency has extended 
a helping hand to SLP residents for 
more than 30 years. 

If you need a ride to the meeting, 
please contact Meghan Phimister at 
952-926-6718 for assistance.

Thursday, April 10, 2008, 7:00-8:30 p.m.

Connect with 
your neighbors

SLP Senior High School Cafeteria 
6425 West 33rd Street

Nonperishable food item for STEP

Thursday, April 10, 7:00 p.m.

at the Annual Sorensen 
Neighborhood Meeting
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City Council Update

From our City Council representative, Sue Sanger:

Sue Sanger,  
Ward One Council member 

952-926-4192 
suesanger@comcast.net

Vapor study: The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the 
MN Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) are continuing to assess the impact 
of vapors from volatile organic compounds (VOCs) in groundwater under 
part of SLP, including the western edge of Sorensen neighborhood. VOC’s 
are compounds which, if the vapors are present indoors in high concentra-
tions over an extended period of time, could pose potential health risks for 
occupants of those properties. VOCs do not negatively affect the SLP  
drinking water in any manner. The EPA has tested the ground below 200+ 
properties in SLP, and determined that further indoor testing was warranted 
in 45 properties. To date, indoor test results have not been disclosed. If any 
homes do exceed the established permissible limits, EPA will pay for the 
installation of ventilation equipment that will negate the health risks. Based 
on the initial screening results, EPA has also extended the study area,  
adding properties south of Highway 7 and a few commercial properties 
west of Central Community Center. EPA and MPCA are also searching for 
the source(s) of the VOCs, which are commonly used by manufacturers, dry 
cleaners and other businesses, so that they may clean up or mitigate this 
pollution. Updated information will be posted on the city’s web site:  
www.stlouispark.org. 

Light rail transit: The planning process for a new LRT line from Eden 
Prairie to downtown Minneapolis has entered a new phase—assessment 
of environmental impacts of the three proposed routes. All routes include 
three stops in SLP—at Louisiana, Wooddale, and Beltline Blvd. These  
proposals include two different routes between SLP and downtown. One of 
these options will have a significant impact on many SLP neighborhoods, 
including Sorensen. Specifically, if the LRT goes through Kenwood and the 
Kenilworth corridor, then the freight trains currently using that route will be 
displaced onto the railroad tracks which run through the neighborhood, 
with likely associated impacts such as noise, vibration, traffic, etc. 

The LRT planning process contemplates that funds will be made available 
to mitigate these problems. In contrast, if the LRT runs along the Midtown 
Greenway area and Nicollet Ave. into downtown, freight rail traffic will not 
be displaced. The final route decision will be made in approximately two 
years, taking into account factors such as projected ridership, costs,  
neighborhood impacts, etc. After the route is confirmed, funding and regu-
latory approvals must be obtained before the LRT line can be constructed, 
likely no earlier than 2015. More information is available at  
www.southwesttransitway.org.

Railroad bridge, Mtka. Blvd.: 
Apparently due to structural issues, 
the railroad will rebuild its bridge 
near Blackstone Ave. this summer. 
This will cause some traffic issues, 
noise, and other temporary problems.

Wi-fi: The City Council has  
terminated the relationship with 
Airinc, the contractor which was 
unable or unwilling to meet the 
technical and timing requirements 
for the installation of our citywide 
wireless network. The city has 
directed that company to remove its 
solar panels and poles this spring, 
and is pursuing legal means to 
recoup financial losses. 

The original goals of this project 
remain valid: to enable all residents 
to be globally connected at a  
modest price, and to facilitate city 
public safety and other operations. 
The failure of the contractor to  
construct the project, despite its 
documented ability to deliver other 
wireless systems internationally, is 
a major loss and disappointment for 
our community. The city has not 
made a final decision whether to 
pursue a different citywide high-
speed internet system, and would 
not do so prior to updating our 
research on technology options, 
costs, market demand, etc. Such 
study has not been initiated, and 
would take several months to  
complete. As a result, the city has 
reluctantly decided to terminate the 
wireless pilot project that has suc-
cessfully operated in several neigh-
borhoods for the last two years.

Please feel free to contact me about 
your city-related concerns, questions, 
and compliments.
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Sunday, May 18, Noon
Harvest Moon Coffee House, 5101 Minnetonka Blvd 

Sunday Lunch Escape
S ix th  Annua l

Bring a neighbor and money for lunch

For our sixth annual Afternoon Escape event, we’re waiting 
until we’re pretty sure we will be able to sit outside, and we’re 
shifting the event time from afternoon to noon. 

Locally owned, Harvest Moon has specialty coffee drinks, 
smoothies, wrap or deli sandwiches put on the panini grill, quesa-

dillas, soup & salads. They serve breakfast all day, so you may want to sample 
their Malted Waffles. Join us for a couple of carefree hours at Harvest Moon. 
Catch up with old neighbors. Invite a neighbor you’d like to know better and 
escape to Harvest Moon.

Cool web sites
Neighborhood Survey Results:  http://www.stlouispark.org/residents/Sorensen/
Police Department Incident Map:  
http://www.stlouispark.org/police_map/incident_mapping.htm/ 
(Select Sorensen under Neighborhood View in right column.) 

On June 2, a graduating 
Sorensen Neighborhood high school 
senior will receive a St. Louis Park 
Dollars for Scholars college schol-
arship. Tax deductible donations 
of any size can be sent to St. Louis 
Park Dollars for Scholars, P.O. Box 
16403, St. Louis Park, MN 55416. 

All seniors may apply, and the 
recipient will be selected by high 
school staff who will consider  
academic achievement, extracur-
ricular activities and financial need. 
Last year our neighborhood donated 
almost $300, which resulted in a 
$750 scholarship for David Donovan, 
who began attending the University 
of Minnesota last fall.     

Questions? Call Andi Larsen,  
SLP Dollars for Scholars Chair,  
952-929-0120.

Meet the Sorensen Steering Committee
Lisa Miller, Board Co-Chairperson
Lois Zander, Board Co-Chairperson

Karen Laukkonen, Newsletter design
Meghan Phimister, Committee 
Rebecca Thelen, Committee

Name: 

Address

Phone:        E-mail:

Merchandise Highlights:

p Yes, I can help distribute flyers to local businesses.

Annual Garage Sale is Saturday, May 3
The Eleventh Annual Sorensen Garage Sale will be on Saturday,  

May 3, 2008 with advertised hours of 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. To participate, return 
the form below, along with the $4 participation fee. The participation fee  
covers ads in the Star/Tribune & Sun Sailor and some neighborhood signage. 
Participants and local vendors will receive flyers listing participants’ 
addresses and sale highlights. For more information contact Kathleen 
Perkins, garage sale coordinator, at 952-925-4208. Registration deadline is 
Friday, April 18th. Send form and $4 participation fee (cash only) to Kathleen 
Perkins, 6212 W. 35th Street, St. Louis Park, MN 55416.

Sat. May 3
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Scott Lidstone, Brent  
and Emily Hoppe

Thanks to everyone 
who attended the 

Sorensen Fall Social!
Almost 130 people caught up with their 

Sorensen neighbors at the 2007 Sorensen Fall 
Social in Webster Park, while enjoying Angie’s 
Kettle Corn and apple cider. A great time was had 
by all. The Pumpkin Rolling Race was a big hit! 
Once again, Mother Nature gave us a sunny (and 
windy) day for our annual event. 

Thank you, 
Fall Social 
Sponsors
Holiday Stationstore 

7000 West Lake Street

Menards 
6800 Wayzata Boulevard

Perkins 
6920 Wayzata Blvd.

SLP Parks and Recreation

Trader Joe’s 
4500 Excelsior Blvd    

Sarah Long and daughter Fiona

The popular Pumpkin Rolling contest was led by  
Pastor Kevin of First Lutheran Church

Louisa Augustine

Pauline Norman and 
Dorothy Borgeson

John Hein, Stan Westwood  
and Gene Phimister4



Co-Chair Lois Zander, Meghan Phimister 
and Mabel Batteen (seated)

The Arts and Crafts table with Field Kline-Olson, Leslie Olson,  
Eleanor Kline-Olson, Rebecca and Thomas Thelen

A happy raffle winner  
of a giant Trader Joe’s  
chocolate bar!

Co-Chair Lisa Miller, Daniel Kriete, Lois Zander  
and City Council Member Sue Sanger

Joanne Stone and  
Katy Dirks

Brent and Michelle LaMar 
with Grace, Jill and Eric 
Augustine with Louisa
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One of our neighborhood’s  
treasured landmarks is the Roller 
Garden, 5622 West Lake Street.  
You probably know that the Roller 
Garden has been around for a long 
time, but did you know that it was a 
horse arena when it opened in May 
1930? Pastime Arena’s owner was 
Herb Allen, and investors who con-
tributed to the $40,000 construction 
cost included Frederick B. Wells, 
G.N. Dayton, Charles Pillsbury and  
F.M. Crosby.

In 1939, Allen sold the arena to the 
Easton family, which converted it to a 
roller rink in 1943. Murals portraying 
landscapes around the world ringed 
the arena. The Roller Garden name 
dates to 1962, when events held 
there included dances, fish fries, car 
shows and indoor tennis, which  
continued through most of the 1970s.  
It was also known as the Roller 
Garden Racquet Club.

S o r e N S e N  FAc To i d S

Did you know
about the 

Roller Garden?

As early as the mid-1950s, the Roller Garden was one of the Twin Cities first sites for  
indoor tennis. Photos courtesy of the Roller Garden.

The Russell C. Johnston 
family bought the Roller Garden 
from Howard Hardacker in 1969 , 
and Russell’s son-in-law, Bill 
Sahly, became the manager. 
Today, Bill’s family owns and 
manages the rink. He has guided 
the Roller Garden’s evolution into 
a roller skating and in-line skat-
ing facility with adult-only hours, 
public lessons, benefit events, 
many birthday parties, 
Wednesday skate-and-eat nights 
and Friday family fun nights. Bill is constantly investing in preventive main-
tenance, and he installed a new “floating” wooden floor last September.  

“People come from all over—Hastings, Rochester, the western  
suburbs—and we do a lot with church and parochial school groups,”  
Bill said. Having run the business for nearly 40 years, he remembers many  
colorful events in the Roller Garden’s history. The dinosaur that sat atop the 
building for many years was removed three years ago by mischievous high 
school students; today it has a prominent place inside the rink. The old 
Hammond organ has been replaced by DJs.     

If you haven’t skated at the Roller Garden recently—or ever—head 
over and check it out. Late March- early April is time for “school’s out” 
afternoon specials: Movie Madness (March 27), Glow Skate (March 28), 
Italian Skate (March 31), Yad S’loof Lirpa (April 1), Las Vegas Skate (April 2), 
Deal or No Deal (April 3) and Eggstravagant Skate (April 4).   

Join The Sorensen  
E-mail List

If you’d like to be reminded by e-mail 
about upcoming Sorensen meetings 
and special events, send your  
e-dress to Meghan Phimister at  
    mphimis@yahoo.com.6



A Reminder for 
Pet Owners
It’s springtime, and those  

pet-made messes become more  
problematic as the snow melts.  
By city ordinance, dogs are not 
allowed to run loose. St. Louis Park’s 
off-leash dog park is located along 
the southeast edge of Dakota Park, 
27th and Dakota Avenue. 

Owners must pick up their dog’s 
waste on walks and are not allowed 
to dispose of it in a garbage bin that 
is not their own. Frequent loud bark-
ing, howling or yelping is prohibited. 
Cats are also not allowed to run 
loose, damage property, hurt animals 
or people or cause noise, odor or 
other problems.

Three fabulous volunteers—Kristin Berns, Meghan Phimister 
and Karen Laukkonen—are stepping down from the Sorensen 
Steering Committee after a combined 21 years of volunteering:
J  Since 1998, Meghan has been active in the neighborhood 

association. She served as secretary/treasurer for 2 years, 
created the neighborhood roster and event calling program, 
participated in the sign design committee, volunteered for 
Webster Park plantings and helped with the Fall Social. 

J  Since 2001, Karen has designed the new format for the 
Sorensen newsletter and produced 16 issues, maintained the 
web site and created new signage and flyer templates. She is 
stepping down to initiate The Campaign to Restore Lilac Way. 
Learn more at www.restorelilacway.com.

J  Since 2004, Kristin has assisted with the block party, Fall Social 
and newsletter mailing, solicited donations, and was always 
available to help when asked. 

A heartfelt THANK YOU goes out to all of them! All three women 
have helped plan many successful neighborhood activities. 
Your friends on the Sorensen Steering Committee

T hanks, Meghan,  
Karen and  Kristin! 

Meghan 
Phimister
1998-2008

Karen 
Laukkonen

2001-2008

Kristin Berns
2004-2008

The Sorensen Sideline is the official newsletter of the Sorensen Neighborhood Association and is published twice yearly 
by volunteer members of the Association. To submit story ideas, contact Diane Rose at 612.922.0433.

© 2008, Sorensen Neighborhood Association, all rights reserved. The Sorensen Sideline is distributed to strengthen our 
neighborhood through community news and shared experiences. This newsletter may not be reproduced or used for any 

commercial purpose without permission of the Sorensen Neighborhood Association. 3

on a neighbor
National Night Out parties have been a big 

hit on the 3100 block of Zarthan Avenue for the 
past several years, thanks in part to the energy 
and talents of 16-year old Sydnee Stratman. 
Sydnee, a SLP High School junior who has 
grown up on the block, has designed block party 
flyers, gone door to door to hand them out and 
meet her neighbors, and worked as a music DJ 
at the poolside events.

“I like to help out and do something well, and I’m good at advertising,” 
Sydnee said. “It’s nice to see people out around the block. Neighbors don’t 
talk to each other and get together like they used to.”

Sydnee said she wants to meet and know new people who move into the 
neighborhood. She keeps busy with a variety of artistic pursuits, including 
acting in school productions and playing rock guitar and Spanish guitar. She 
also writes, directs and acts in her own movies. 

Spotlight

Celebrate Children First—our 
community partnership that strives to 
create a caring community for all the 

children in St. Louis Park. Free 
Sebastian Joe’s and kosher ice 
cream cones will be served. 
See displays, enjoy entertain-
ment, shop at the kids’ garage 

sale, and get a copy of the new Super 
Heroes coloring book, featuring 13 
people in St. Louis Park who are super 
heroes for kids. Some of them will 
attend & autograph coloring books. 
Free, no registration required.

Sunday, May 18, 2 - 5 p.m.   
Wolfe Park, 3700 Monterey Drive

(In case of inclement weather, the event will 
be held in the Rec Center.)

Children First 
Ice Cream Social
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Mark these important dates in your calendar:

Sorensen Neighborhood Association
c/o Marney Olson 

SLP Neighborhood Outreach
3015 Raleigh Avenue South 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416

Sorensen Neighborhood web site:
www.SorensenNeighborhood.org

City of St. Louis Park web site:
www.stlouispark.org

St. Louis Park Historical Society:
www.slphistory.org

April 10
Sorensen Annual 

Meeting, SLP High 
School, 7 p.m.

April 26
Earth Day at 

Westwood Hills 
Nature Center,  

10-Noon

May 3
Sorensen 

Neighborhood 
Garage Sale,  
8 a.m.-2 p.m.

May 18
Sunday Afternoon 
Escape, Harvest 

Moon Coffee Shop
Noon

May 26
Memorial Day

Earth Day 
Event

Earth Day and Arbor Day Open House
Get face to face with a live raptor as you celebrate the 

Earth. Visit with local organizations to learn simple ways 
to make a big impact on our planet. Make a difference by 

planting trees or picking up litter. The interactive  
musical group “Kidtime with Rachael” will  

perform. Refreshments provided. This event 
is co-sponsored by Waste Management.

Saturday, April 26, 10 a.m.-noon
Westwood Hills Nature Center, 8300 W. Franklin Ave.

Free—no registration required.  
Questions? Call 952-924-2540


