
Landover/Sharmel 
 Neighborhood Association                 Jan. 2008 

    
 

 

NEXT MEETING 
Monday Jan. 7, 7pm 

At our next meeting in the Evergreen 
School District offices, 13501 NE 28th 
St., Tan Complex.  The guest speaker 
will be the Asst. Director of 
Firstenburg Center, Angela Brosius.    
 

Would you like to help with the goings 
on of our neighborhood association?  
If so you don’t want to miss our next 
meeting as it’s that time again to ask 
for nominations and volunteers to fill 
two board member positions and the 
position of Co-chair.  The services and 
contributions of Co-chair Dennis 
Bunnell and board members Marilyn 
Hall, Jennifer Hughes & John Huck 
have been greatly appreciated.  
 

. 
 
 

Landover-Sharmel Expands into Cyber 
Space…. 
 
Our Neighborhood has its own web page! 
 
We now have an informative presence on the 
Internet for our neighborhood!  At the below link 
you'll find the latest newsletter edition, list of 
Board members, a calendar of neighborhood 
events, a neighborhood discussion forum as well 
as other resources of interest to neighbors!  This 
is still a work in progress and your suggestions 
for what you would like to see or how it can be 
more useful to you, are most welcome!  Email 
any suggestions to the email link you will find on 
the left side of the web page under Questions and 
Comments, click on “Email Your Neighborhood 
Leader”.  
 
To visit our Neighborhood's web page, type this 
into your browser's address bar and don’t forget 
to bookmark it so you can easily check it: 
 http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/vancouver/land
oversharmel/ 
 

EMAIL-TREE 
We frequently send out e-news 
updates, containing important 
information of specific interest to our 

neighborhood, such as crime alerts, sewer project 
and road construction plans, the email tree is a 
great way to stay informed.  To receive e-news 
updates & important information from the city, 
email landover-sharmel@comcast.net with the 
word “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line.  All email 
addresses will be kept private and notices are 
sent using the blind copy.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

The City of Vancouver supports the Neighborhood Associations in their efforts to 
share vital information with residents to create a more informed public.  However, the 
information provided and the opinions and views expressed in Neighborhood 
Association newsletters or other documents do not necessarily represent the position 
of the City of Vancouver, nor does not necessarily represent the position of the City of 
Vancouver, nor does the City determine whether the information published is accurate 
or appropriate 

OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS 
  

  Jerry Camelleri, Chair       604.4520 
   jerry.cam@mindspring.com 
  Dennis Bunnell, Co-chair    256-8141       
   bunnellcru@comcast.net 
  Janita Ruland, Sec/Treasurer   892-9356    
    janita.ruland@juno.com 
  Dick Towner     885-3184  
 Rtowner1@comcast.net 
  Dwane & Vetra Shockley     254-2693 
 d.Shockley@comcast.net  
  Marilyn Hall      892-5886  
 bdhmjh@earthlink.net  
  Jennifer Hughes & John Huck 

 john_huck@hotmail.com  
  Bud & Alicia Novak                  misskitty@q.com 
 

  Newsletter & E-news update Editor 
  Pamela Nordick   896-7172 
 pnordick@comcast.net 
   

  Code Enforcement Workgroup 
  Matt Lewis, Code Officer     487-7852 

matt.lewis@ci.vancouver.wa.us  
  Donna Batt, Code Officer   487-7868 
 Donna.batt@ci.vancouver.wa.us 
  Neighborhood Policing Officer 
  Cpl. Charlie Ford  696-8292 X 3217, or 487-7540 

charlie.ford@ci.vancouver.wa.us 
 



In case you missed out ….. 
 
At our last neighborhood meeting our guest 
speaker was the Neighborhood Policing officer, 
Corporal Charlie Ford of the Vancouver Police 
Department, he was certainly an informative 
speaker. In addition to our neighborhood, he 
covers a territory from east of 205 to Camas and 
south down to the Columbia River. Given the 
numerous car break-ins within our neighborhood 
of late, it seemed like a good time for everyone to 
learn about the Neighborhood Policing program.  
Those who attended were surprised to learn of 
how some of the incidences in our neighborhood 
never found their way into the Vancouver Police 
Department’s database.  It was discussed why 
the crimes weren’t recorded with the resolution 
being that in the future all neighbors are 
encouraged to follow up with our local east 
precinct and to ensure reports are filed on all 
burglaries, thefts, vandalizes, etc. 
 
SEWER PROJECT UPDATE   
 
A special Neighborhood meeting was held on 
November 8th meeting and was well attended.  
Our guest speakers from the City of Vancouver 
were Sheryl Hale-Program Manager, Jeff Brown-
Engineering Specialist, and Jan Totten-Sr. 
Engineering Technician were there to update us 
on the project timeline as well as answer any 
questions neighbors had.  The design plans are 
progressing and reported to be at least 95% 
complete at the time of the meeting.  The city 
currently plans to advertise the project to eligible 
contractors after Thanksgiving with a bid opening 
date of January 8, 2008.  After the bid opening, 
the project will go to the City Council for award.  It 
is expected to take 4-5 weeks for the Council to 
schedule, award, and contractor submittals 
before construction can begin.  The bottom line is 
that they expect the actual project to begin in mid 
to late February 2008, and to continue for 4 
months.  Since the contractor has not been 
chosen yet, firm dates are not yet available.   If 
you still have not contacted the city with the 
location information of your current septic tank 
and system, there may still be time.  This info will 
be used to ensure the lateral off the main sewer 
line is in the best location to eventually connect 
with your current system.  You can contact Sheryl 
Hale, Program Manager (360) 487-7151 with your 
information.  A map of our neighborhood and 
where the city believes is the appropriate location 
for each property owner’s lateral will be available 
for viewing at our January neighborhood meeting. 

 
Proposed costs were reviewed as well with 
Sewer Main Line fee set at $7951 and will be 
guaranteed for 2 years from the time the sewer 
system is made available for hook up.  The City 
of Vancouver will be putting a new system in 
place to keep property owners directly informed 
of these costs at a couple of intervals during the 
two-year guarantee period.  Other fees are $1999 
for the trunk, interceptor, and treatment capacity.  
On-site connection is estimated to cost each 
home owner $3600 (depending on your site, 
layout, contractor you hire, plumbing, etc).  Each 
home owner will also need to get a sewer 
connection permit $25 and a plumbing permit 
costing $60 minimum. 
Once connected each home owners’ sewer rates 
will be based on their water bill averages for 3 
winter months, typically December – February. 
The City of Vancouver will offer those that are 
interested an opportunity to finance the costs.  
The only known requirements for someone to 
qualify for financing is 1) the person applying is 
the actual owner of the property and 2) all 
property taxes are paid and current on the 
property.  For more information you can call the 
SCIP Hotline at 487-7150.   
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/scip/  
  
TIPS ON FINDING A GOOD CONTRACTOR 
 
Question: How do I find a qualified sewer 
contractor or plumber to do my sewer lateral and 
connection?   
 
Answer: Be an informed consumer. Here are 
some helpful tips from the city of Vancouver’s 
Sewer Connection Incentive Program (SCIP): 
• In Washington, contractors who perform work, 

advertise, or submit bids or proposals must be 
registered with the state Department of Labor 
and Industries (L&I), post a bond and carry 
general liability insurance. You can visit L&I’s 
Construction Compliance Web site at 
www.contractors.LNI.wa.gov or call the toll-
free contractor registration hotline at 1-800-
647-0982 to find out if a contractor is 
registered, whether any action is pending or 
has taken place, and more.   

• Get referrals from neighbors, friends and 
family who have had their sewer connected. 

• Contact SCIP at (360) 487-7150 for a list of 
local contractors and plumbers who are 
licensed and bonded with the city. 

• Before hiring a sewer contractor or plumber, 
interview several registered ones. Be 



especially specific about the work and quality 
of restoration and/or cleanup expected when 
the job is complete. To get started, here are 
some questions to consider asking: 

1. Are you registered and bonded to work 
in Washington State?  
Note: Ask for WA Contractors License and 
Liability Insurance numbers and expiration 
dates.  
2. How long have you been in business? 
Doing this type of project? 
3. Can you provide a written, itemized 
bid/estimate?  
Note:  Itemized bids/estimates will allow 
you to compare the different ones you 
receive. Look for these items to be 
included on the itemized list or otherwise 
factored in: • Pumping the septic tank • 
Decommissioning the septic system • 
Material costs (pipe, fittings etc) • 
Equipment costs • Labor Costs  
• Landscape restoration and/or cleanup • 
Permits, if you choose to have the 
contractor obtain these 
4. Are there any out-of-the-ordinary issues 
with my site that cause additional costs? 
5. If selected, when would the project get 
started? Be finished? 
6. How do you resolve any problems or 
inconveniences that might come up?  
7. Can you provide me with a list of 
independent references with a project 
similar to mine?  
Note: After the interview, check the 
references you get. Ask about the quality 
of work, whether any differences or 
problems arose and, if so, how these were 
resolved. It is important that you have 
confidence in the contractor you hire and 
are able to talk with them easily. 
 

Remember: Before you or your contractor may 
get permits for the job, you must finance or pay 
your city sewer main line fee. For information 
about SCIP financing or assistance available, call 
(360) 487-7150. 

Easy Disposal of Xmas Trees 

All Waste Connections yard debris curbside recycling 
customers may set out their tree (6 feet or less) in or 
next to their yard debris cart on regular yard debris 
collection day. If the tree is in addition to the 96-gallon 
limit of yard debris, a fee of $2.12 to $2.96 will be 
charged depending on your area. 

Landover/Sharmel Sparkles Winner! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian and Stephanie Holcomb are our 
Neighborhood’s Sparkles Award winners for this 
quarter.  They moved into our neighborhood in 
2004, they same year they were married!  You 
might say Brian is a Landover-Sharmel native; he 
grew up in his family’s home at Burton and 134th 
Ave, attending Burton Elementary, Cascade 
Middle School, and graduating from Evergreen 
High School.  While Stephanie grew up in 
Vancouver and was one of Mountain View High 
School’s graduates who attended since the first 
year the high school was open.  
Brian and Stephanie knew they wanted to do 
something special and distinctive to their home, 
so they decided to create three specific sections 
of their yard.  They partitioned their back yard to 
be a “dog only” area and the side yard was 
designated for kids and a garden which included 
Brian building and painting a tree house for the 
kids that looks like a miniature of their house.  
The third section is the front yard which they 
wanted it to be like a show piece to the 
neighborhood.  In addition to what they have 
already done, Brian and Stephanie have more 
ideas for additional beautification for the front 
yard.  This includes planting some additional 
trees and shrubs, such as a couple weeping 
Sequoias when they can decide the perfect spot 
to plant the trees.  The idea is to create a vision 
of different heights of ground cover instead of just 
a single height low to the ground level.  Brain 
says he also plans on putting in a new driveway 
to replace their existing one that is noticeably 
cracked. 
The Holcomb’s will receive a lovely certificate, a 
bottle of sparkling apple cider, and a homemade 
loaf of bread to show the Neighborhood’s 
appreciation for their contribution to making 
Landover/Sharmel a more beautiful and friendly 
place.  Look for our Sparkles award banner in 
their yard at 1814 NE 134th Ave and be sure to 
say “Hi” the next time you pass by. 
To nominate your neighbor, please email their 
name, address & why you think they should win 
to:  
landover-sharmel@comcast.net. 
 



Notes from the Chair 
 

With winter coming, it is time to 
review what we need to pay 
attention to for our family’s 
safety and comfort. 
1.  Let’s start with the exterior of the house: 

• Drain the garden hoses 
• Check hose bibs (if you are in a cold 

climate) check for unprotected pipes 
• Close those vents to crawl spaces 

(especially near plumbing) 
• Get the gutters cleaned and inspect them 

to assure they are securely attached and 
working properly 

• Trim trees and remove the dead branches 
• If you have storm windows that are 

removed – reinstall them 
• If you have a basement, check to see if 

the windows are shut tightly. 
• Check chimneys for lose, deteriorated, or 

missing mortar 
• Examine caulking for deterioration around 

doors, windows, and joints between wood 
and masonry 

• Replace worn weather-stripping around 
exterior doors  

2.  With the onset of winter, you will start hearing 
a lot more about fire prevention.  This is because 
with the colder weather, heat systems and 
auxiliary heating devices are used in the home, 
adding to the risk of fire.  These devices should 
be checked for safety, of course. 
 
Now is also a good time to: 

• Check your smoke detectors and change 
the batteries 

• Check your C.O. detector (if you do not 
have one – it is a small investment for 
your safety) 

• Plan an escape plan with your family in 
case of fire (and have a practice drill) 

• Talk to your children about fire prevention 
• Check that garage for flammable items – 

making sure they are stored properly 
• Check your fire extinguisher (keep one in 

the kitchen – they are inexpensive) 
 
3.  Before cold weather, you need to have your 
fireplace inspected and chimney cleaned before 
using your fireplace. 
4.  Have your heating system inspected.  With 
regular servicing of your heating system, you 
benefit by burning less fuel and a system that 
gets regular service is less likely to break down. 

5.  Gas-fired furnaces should be serviced yearly 
and inspected.  Since gas-fired furnaces burn 
cleaner than oil-fired furnaces, you need not have 
the flue cleaned every year, but the flue should 
be checked to make sure there are no 
obstructions.  Your service tech will: 
·        Check for C.O. leaks 
·        Inspect the blower system 
·        Inspect gas lines 
·        Inspect flue system 
·        Check filter 
·        Check Heat Exchanger 
6.      You can save yourself costly repair by just 
changing your furnace filter on a regular basis.  
Remember, even in the summer you need to 
change your filter if you have central air 
conditioning.  The blower on your furnace is the 
same one that circulates the cold air. 
7.      Oil-fired furnaces need to be serviced 
annually as well.  Since oil does not burn as clean 
as gas, the flue needs to be inspected every year.  
Depending on the age of the unit and how clean it 
burns, the flue may have to be cleaned annually 
as well. 
8.          Boilers need to be serviced annually 
whether they are hot-water systems or steam.  
9.      Heat pumps and electric furnaces also need 
to have annual inspection to prevent untimely 
breakdowns. 
10.    Outside air conditioning units and swamp 
coolers, should be covered. 
The cost of annual maintenance is a small price 
to pay for the safety and comfort of you and your 
family.  Keep your home safe and comfortable. 
 

Block Foam Recycling 
Event January 5 

Clark County residents have another opportunity to 
recycle their block foam for free Saturday, Jan. 5, 
at Clark College. Collection hours are 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. in the “Purple 1” parking lot located at 1900 Fort 
Vancouver Way, adjacent the to the soccer field.  The 
collection at Clark College accepts all block foam. 
Please see PC Plastics web site at www.pcplastics.com 
for more details on what will be accepted. If you have 
questions or would like more information about this 
program, please contact the City of Vancouver Solid 
Waste Services at (360) 696-8186 or Clark County 
Solid Waste at (360) 397-6118 ext. 4352. 

    by Jerry      
 Camel leri 



Wood Burning – not the 
most efficient or safest 
form of heat! 
 
According to the Washington State Dept. of 
Ecology – wood burning or pellet stoves and 
fireplaces, can be quite dangerous to humans 
and animals!  A study in California determined 
that the pollutants emitted by fireplaces or stoves, 
kill more people per year than second hand 
cigarette smoke!  Any burning of wood releases 
particulate matter into the air.  They contribute far 
more pollutants into the atmosphere than any 
type of furnace.  Wood smoke is a neighborhood 
pollution problem.  Here are just a few reasons 
why: 
+ The winter heating season is a time of frequent 

periods of air stagnation and inversion.  As a 
result, wood smoke is trapped close to the 
ground in residential areas.  

+ Up to 88 percent of the wintertime, particulate 
pollution in residential neighborhoods statewide 
is from wood smoke. 

+ During periods of heavy wood heat use, air 
pollution in many residential areas exceeds the 
federal health standard for particulate pollution. 

+ Recent studies show that residents of homes 
heated with wood have increased respiratory 
problems and decreased lung function.  Smoke 
particles also invade neighboring homes.  New 
research shows declines in children’s lung 
function in homes with wood stoves and in 
neighborhoods with high levels of wood 
smoke pollution.  

+ Wood stove use is highest during times when 
people are at home and in their neighborhoods, 
thus increasing the number of people exposed 
to this pollution.  

+ Wood heat is the most polluting mode of 
home heating.  Newer, certified stoves pollute 
less than older models, but only 15 percent of 
the wood stoves in use in Washington are 
certified.  

 
TIPS FOR SAFE USAGE OF FIREPLACES 
AND WOOD STOVES *  
It’s the time of year when we begin to use the 
fireplace or wood stove for extra heat or simply to 
enjoy the warmth of a glowing hearth.  Being 
aware of a few simple rules will make the 
neighborhood (and even the planet) as nice a 
place as we all want. 
 

FUEL 
• Watch your “opacity” level!  That is how 

much your view through the smoke is 
blocked.  100 percent opacity means you 
can’t see anything through the smoke.  The 
requirement in the state of Washington is an 
opacity level of 20%.  So, how do you meet 
this standard? 

• Use dry untreated fuel, and not too much at 
once. 

• Don’t burn garbage, plastic, treated wood 
(including particleboard or strand board, 
waste petroleum products, paints or 
chemicals, meat (!), or excess amounts of 
paper. 

• From time to time, go outside and check the 
amount of smoke your fire is generating.  This 
will assure a more efficient fire and keep your 
neighbors happy. 

TOXINS 
     Two households burning their garbage emit 
more cancer causing substances than a state-of-
the-art municipal solid waste incinerator burning 
200 tons of garbage! 
     The problem with burning any kind of garbage 
is there is no way of knowing what the resulting 
pollutants will be.  When paper or plastic are 
burned, for example, they are not 
destroyed…their chemical form is changed and 
released into the atmosphere.  This includes the 
ink and dye used for coloring and printing paper!  
     One of the chemicals produced when paper 
and plastics are burned is dioxin, a highly toxic 
chemical that does not decompose and builds up 
in the tissues of animals, including humans.  
According to the World Health Organization, 
“Once dioxins have entered the environment or 
body, they are there to stay…” 
 
SAFETY 
     It is recommended that chimneys be cleaned 
at least once every five years.  Burning of 
chemicals (even the paint on kindling) can create 
damage to your fireplace, including the screen on 
top.  More damage can result in even the most 
advance wood stoves. 
Be careful how you use your wood stove or 
fireplace.  Routinely have your chimney cleaned, 
select the proper dry fuel, and occasionally check 
the level of smoke you are producing.  
 
* Information for this article was obtained from the Southwest Clean 
Air Agency, www.swcleanair.org.  and the Washington State Dept. 
of Ecology, http://www.ecy.wa.gov/pubs/fa9207.pdf 
 
 

 



 
 
An Important Message  
From one of our Neighbors   
 
To our neighbors in the Landover Hills 
neighborhood:  We have been living in 
Landover Hills since June of 2006.  That first 
summer our dog was attacked by another dog, 
which was lying, unleashed in his driveway. The 
owners were apparently unaware that the dog 
was out of his back yard enclosure. Our dog 
suffered from several bites and stitches, had to 
wear a collar for a few weeks, and we had a 
sizable vet bill, which was reimbursed by the 
owners of the attacker. A few months later, our 
dog was attacked again, this time by a dog whose 
owner was out with him in their yard.  We were 
just walking by, as we were the first time, but this 
dog came out of the driveway into the street and 
toward our dog, and before we could stop him, 
had bitten our dog.  Another vet bill and a 
traumatized dog. 
 
The point is that you can never tell how dogs will 
act around other dogs.  Now a dog has been 
killed in our neighborhood by the same dog that 
attacked ours the first time.  We would like to 
make a plea to our neighbors and dog owners to 
KEEP YOUR DOGS LEASHED OR 
CONTAINED.  On our walks, we have seen two 
dogs that are consistently unleashed in their 
yards or wandering the neighborhood.  They are 
older dogs, and not very alert, but one has 
chased us.  What will be next?  A third unleashed 
dog has chased a person while he was running in 
the neighborhood and other unleashed dogs have 
been seen at odd times.  There is no excuse for 
not protecting yourselves and your neighbors. 
 
We like this neighborhood and we would like it to 
be safe for all of us.  Even if you think that your 
dog would do no harm, remember that dogs with 
other dogs are unpredictable and it is YOUR 
responsibility to prevent accidents from 
happening.  Even if your dog is supposedly 
harmless, also remember that an unleashed dog 
is an example to other pet owners that it is ok in 
this neighborhood to allow a dog out without a 
leash.  It is NOT ok.  
We are wondering if it will be a child next time, or 
even one of us.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

CALENDAR 
OF 

UPCOMING  
EVENTS  

 
2008 

 

 
 

New to the Neighborhood?    
If you are new to the neighborhood or have new 
neighbors on your block, please let Pam Nordick 
know so they can be greeted with our little 
“Welcome” package and mention in our 
newsletter!  Please phone Pam at 896-7172 or 
email your new neighbor information to: landover-
sharmel@comcast.net 

DATE EVENT 

January 7 Neighborhood Meeting 

March 5 Board Meeting 

April 7 Neighborhood Meeting 

June 4 Board Meeting 

July 13 Neighborhood Picnic 

August 16 Neighborhood Cleanup 

September 3 Board Meeting 

October 6 Neighborhood Meeting 

October Chipper / Shredder 

December 3 Board Meeting 


