
Greater Meadowbrook 
Mineral Leasing Task Force 

September 22, 2007 
 

 
The Greater Meadowbrook Mineral Leasing Task Force, as authorized by West 
Meadowbrook NA, Central Meadowbrook NA, Brentwood Oak Hills NA and Eastern 
Hills Homeowners Association was called to order at 10:00 am. 
 
In attendance and members of the Task Force were; 

1. Rita Vinson – Brentwood Oak Hills 
2. Laurie Lawrence – Brentwood Oak Hills 
3. Gail Giles – Eastern Hills 
4. Harvey Roberts – Central Meadowbrook 
5. Don Boren – West Meadowbrook 
6. Susan De Los Santos – West Meadowbrook 
7. Louis McBee – Eastern Hills 
8. Roque Manrique – Eastern Hills 
9. Barbara Seamster – Eastern Hills 
10. Jerry Winton – Eastern Hills 
11. Ken Meisner – General Attendee 
12. Joann Ehlers – Handley 
13. Monte Mitchell – Handley 
14. Travis Ehrhardt – West Meadowbrook 
15. Tim Hess - Sandybrook 
 
Louis McBee began the meeting with a general discussion of the previous meeting 

and concerning the more immediate problems of the proposed “high impact” well permit 
being sought by Paloma.  This well site is to be directly behind the New Beginnings 
Church. It was reported by BOHN President Rita Vinson that very little support exists in 
the affected area of BOHN and Crescent Place, for the high impact waiver required by 
the City of Fort Worth before drilling at that location may occur.  It was also noted that 
Paloma could request the waiver from City Council, but that would most probably not 
happen in this instance. 

As a result of having to deal with this unsupported well site, it was agreed that this 
Task Force would not support ANY “high impact” well locations in a proposed 
Community Lease or recommendations to our respective communities.  The discussion 
also confirmed that almost 90% of homeowners in the areas being proposed by the Task 
Force ARE NOT signing leases.  Preferring to wait on recommendations from our group. 

The Task Force also discussed the possibility of the Gas Drilling Committee 
appointed by the City being reinstituted, and how that might influence our work and time 
table.  It was concluded by consensus that we would play close attention to what might 
occur with this “older” group or committee, but that we would not slow down our 
discussions, nor would be change our direction. 



 
 
Next the Task Force began discussing the possible drilling sites in east Fort Worth 

and how those locations would/ could affect drilling in our neighborhoods.  Sites that we 
are aware of, but have not been drilled on are adjacent to Tandy Hills Park on property 
purchased by Chesapeake; the site being proposed by Paloma behind New Beginnings 
Church; the hillside next to National Farm Life, and multiple sites to the south along the 
Union Pacific rail line.  The possibility of the vacant property along Meadowbrook that 
belongs to FWISD was also discussed as being a possible drill site, but (emphasis added) 
it has not been proposed by anyone at this juncture. 

Next we began our discussions on issues and questions of concern brought out in our 
mineral leasing questionnaires.  Please note that the responses listed below are not 
complete and that we are still discussing many of these topics further as the issues are 
changing on a week to week basis. 

 
·  What are OTHER communities doing with leasing? 

Ø Tanglewood - $10,000.00 per acre and 25% royalty interest. 
Ø Berkley/Ryan Place - $10,000.00 per acre and 25% 
Ø Stonegate - $10,000.00 per acre and 25% 
Ø Mistletoe Heights – still negotiating @ $12,500.00 + 25% 
Ø Meacham Airport - $17,400.00 + 27% royalty interest 
Ø Communities in east Fort Worth are being offered $2 to $3 thousand 

per acre and 20% to 25% royalty interest.  The Task Force noted that 
offers are vastly different even in east Fort Worth. 

·  Should we have an official community lease? 
Ø Still under discussion as to what our position will be, however at this 

point the general feeling is that we will present a “community” lease 
that drillers will sign and may be amended to fit each neighborhood 
area. 

·  If I don’t sign can they take my minerals anyway? 
Ø No, but they would like for you to THINK so. 

·  If I don’t sign can I be sued? 
Ø Anyone can sue for any reason.  Not just gas leasing.  Also means 

they would be held accountable to suing someone without legal 
grounds to do so. 

·  How much are the property taxes assessed by TAD on the mineral estate? 
Ø Still being worked on by Tarrant Appraisal District, but it is coming. 

·  Income taxes in the signing bonus and royalties? 
Ø YOU WILL PAY TAXES….ALWAYS.  In addition to the income 

taxes there will also be property taxes on the “mineral interest” value 
of the gas reserves under your property.  This tax will be instituted 
when you sign a gas lease. 

·  How do productions costs affect my royalty payments? 
Ø Still being discussed by the Mineral Task Force and will be intrugal 

to our recommendations. 
·  Surface rights or the lack thereof in the lease? 



Ø Will be a part of the lease language we bring forward. 
·  “Hold Harmless” clause in leases? 

Ø Will be a part of the lease language we bring forward.  IF YOU 
CHOOSE TO SIGN ANOTHER LEASE, make sure this is a part of 
what you are signing and not just a word of mouth promise from the 
land men. 

·  Subordination agreements with mortgage companies and charges for them? 
Ø Still being discusses but we do have information that mortgage 

companies are often charging large sums for these agreements.  In 
some cases the mortgage companies will require that income from 
mineral leases be applied to the mortgage instead of going to the 
homeowner. 

·  Increased insurance rates? 
Ø Probably, but we are still looking into that. 

·  Decreased property values? 
Ø Most probably, but at this point most think it would only apply to 

properties close to wells.  How close, only time will tell as Urban 
Drilling is new to everyone concerned. 

·  What are the SAFTY issues, and should I be concerned? 
Ø Absolutely!  This was the second most important issue with property 

owners and THE most important question from citizens who do not 
own their mineral rights.  We are still discussing ways to protect our 
communities from the possible safety problems. 

·  What are the environmental issues and should I be concerned? 
Ø Yes you should be concerned as we are just now learning what these 

issues are.  More will follow as we put together our final report to 
the neighborhoods, but we do know that “fracing” liquids contain 
cancer causing elements.  What real danger they pose we don’t fully 
know yet. 

·  How do you know if you own minerals? 
Ø Aside from signing a lease and letting the land men find out for you, 

you must go to the Tarrant County Courthouse and research your 
property. 

·  What happens if I don’t own the minerals? 
Ø You cannot participate in the royalties or the signing bonus.  The 

mineral interest below your house and/or property has priority.  
However, if you own property within 600 feet of a proposed well 
you could be asked to sign a “high impact” waiver even if you do not 
own the mineral rights. 

 
The Task Force discussed all of these issues in general terms and should be noted that 

we are not ready to make concrete recommendations yet.  Our next meeting is scheduled 
for October 6, 2007 and will deal with our research on other mineral leases and how to 
begin negotiations with drilling companies.  We will also discuss when and where to 
have our next public meeting and presentation on drilling. 

 



If you should have any questions and/or comments prior to that meeting please don’t 
hesitate to call or email me or your neighborhood President. 
 
Louis McBee – texasambulance@aol.com – Eastern Hills 
817-312-2023 
Rita Vinson – vinsonrita@charter.net  - BOHN – 817-451-4907, Cell# 817-368-3617 
Don Boren – donandwanda@charter.net – West Meadowbrook – 817-536-6993 
Harvey Roberts - harv_lole@juno.com – Central Meadowbrook 
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