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The Bluffs 
All-Neighborhood 

Yard Sale 
Friday and Saturday 
5 and 6 August 2005 

9 AM to 3 PM 
 

• No cost 
• No minimum amount 
• Participate one or both days 
• Gazette ad and signage done by HOA 

 
Sell one item, or an estate.  Invite friends to bring items to 
combine with yours, or ask if you can join someone else.    
 
To participate, call or e-mail Ken O’Connell, 596-5757, 
kmnlo@aol.com, by Thursday 28 July with name, address, 
phone number and days you will be participating. This will 
provide info for the ad and ensure we can have the correct 
signs directing folks to your sale on the days you will be 
selling.   
 
We hope this event will grow from year to year, and gain 
a reputation as a great end of summer sale. 
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A r t i c l e s  o f  g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t  f o r  t h e  B l u f f s  H O A  N e w s l e t t e r  a r e  w e l c om e .   A l l  a r t i c l e s  s u b j e c t  t o  e d i t i n g  
f o r  c o n t e n t ,  s p a c e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a n d  t i m e l i n e s s .   P l e a s e  em a i l  y o u r  a r t i c l e  t o  J o h n  L o r y :  
j c l o r y@y a h o o . c om  

Is a permit required?  How about approval from the HOA? 
By Mary Ellen White 

 
The neighborhood is aging, and many folks are considering projects to replace, upgrade or 
add on to homes in our beautiful Bluffs neighborhood.  Does your home improvement 
project need a permit and inspection by Regional Building Department?  Does it need to be 
approved by the HOA Architectural Control Committee?  Here is a list of examples to help 
you decide: 
 
Require permit and HOA approval: Require HOA approval but not a permit: 
Deck Shed or playhouse 120 square feet or less 
Hot tub Exterior painting if not the same color 
Pool  Major Landscape change 
Roof extension over patio or gazebo Fence installation/replacement (Exception:         
New/replacement roofing  fencing of the same heights and material of   
Garage  the original does not need to be approved.) 
Garage conversion to room 
Solarium or sunroom  Require neither permit nor HOA approval: 
Room addition  Deck repair 
Structural changes  Patio 
Siding and stucco  Water garden tub 
 Sprinkling system sprinklers and hoses 
Require permit, but not HOA approval:  Driveway and sidewalk replacement 
Skylight installation  Interior painting 
Basement finish Cosmetic improvements 
Home theater Flooring 
Water heater installation  Plumbing repairs/replacements 
Furnace replacement Portable heating or air conditioning unit 
Air conditioning system   
Fireplace 
Backflow preventer for sprinkler system 
 
To contact the Regional Building Department to discuss your project: call 327-2880 or visit 
the building department’s website at www.pprbd.org.  To contact the HOA: call one of the 
ACC members listed.  We want to help you make your project a success.   Request for 
Change Approval forms can be downloaded from the HOA website (add website address 
here). 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
By Al Neugebauer 

 
Where does the time go?  It was only a couple of months ago that we held the Bluffs annual meeting and 
here we are working on a quarterly newsletter.  I guess it’s true: time flies when you’re having fun!  First, 
let me say welcome to all the new board members that have been willing to serve on the HOA board and 
give something back to their community.  This is a great community and it has gotten that way because of 
people that give their time and talents to keep it that way. 
 
Second, thank you to all those that were on the board last year and some the year before for serving and for 
serving another year.  I believe that I am correct that all who were on the board last year are serving again 
with one exception.  John Lory has stepped down from the board, but has graciously agreed to continue 
handling the web site and the newsletter. 
 
My main goal as president of the board is to make it a gentler and kinder HOA.  I have an interest in 
communicating with the Bluffs homeowners and trying to understand the needs of the community.  The 
board is totally behind this concept and is working diligently to achieve the goal. 
 

Here are a couple of short articles from the Gazette that remind us to be careful of car and identity theft. 
Police attribute spike in crime to meth use 

By ANSLEE WILLETT THE GAZETTE  
Colorado Springs police have been warning people for years: Lock your car, don’t leave the keys in the 
ignition, and don’t leave vehicles running while going into a store.  Apparently, the message isn’t getting 
through. 
 
Police investigated 2,036 reports of stolen vehicles in 2004.  “This is the first time we’ve gone over 2,000 
cases in a year,” said Eddie Orff, a crime analyst for the Police Department.  “It’s been going up for the last 
couple of years.  Every major city along the Front Range has been reporting the same.”  Auto thefts were up 
the most from 2003 among the serious crimes - 319 more cases, or 18 percent, according to the Police 
Department’s 2004 annual crime report released Thursday.  Overall, serious crime was up by 1,076 cases, 
or 5 percent, to 22,026.  Serious crimes are defined as homicide, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, 
larceny and auto theft.  Robberies dropped the most, with 349 cases - 106 fewer than in 2003. Although 
police are unsure why robberies were down so much, auto theft is a crime in which the victim often makes 
it easy for the thief by leaving the car unlocked and the keys in the car. “That’s the No. 1 reason,” Orff said.  
The crime, like others such as burglaries and identity theft, is a favorite of methamphetamine addicts, police 
said.  “There are guys that are stealing cars almost every day because of meth,” Orff said.  “We’re 
recovering a vehicle, and the (suspect) drives up in a stolen vehicle and then admits to nine or 10 other 
vehicle thefts, because that’s what they do.” Many meth addicts can’t keep jobs and turn to crime to pay for 
their habit, Orff said.  “They’ll get the money any way they can,” he said.  “They have regular expenses like 
anyone else.” 
 

Fraudulent e-mails target Ent members 
Some members of Ent Federal Credit Union received fraudulent e-mail messages Thursday requesting that 
they confirm their accounts with the institution.  Ent officials said the messages were an attempt at 
“phishing,” a technique criminals use to get account information from consumers. They urge members not 
to respond to the messages or click the links. 
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The following is a list of our new homeowners 
association board: 
 
President:  Al Neugebauer-597-4541,Cell-963-3312 
 2705 Avondale Dr  
 agneugebauer@pcisys.net 
 
Vice-President:  Ken O’Connell—596-5757 
 4595 Whispering Ct 
 kmnlo@aol.com 
 
Secretary:  Vivian Patton—574-0967—Cell—338-0989 
 4570 Whispering Ct 
 vpatton@adelphia.net 
 
Treasurer:  Don Kelliher—380-7707 
 4550 Whispering Ct 
 dhkelliher@aol.com 
 
Architectural Control Co-Chairpersons: 
 Mary Ellen White—637-8232 
 4805 Avondale Cr 
 coswhite@aol.com 
 
 Helene Forster—591-1652 
 2885 Valencia Rd 
 ghforster@aol.com

 
Architectural Control Committee: 
 Gary Bell—596-0134 
 4420 Winding Cr 
 GaryB135@aol.com 
 
Covenant Compliance Committee 
 Rex “Pete” Dunn—597-7153 
 4809 Avondale Cr 
 ShirleyLGDunn@netscape.net 
 
 Forrest Byford—591-2514 
 2955 Avondale Drive 
 cfbyford@earthlink.net 
 
 John Pietrolewicz—591-1474 
 2737 Bermuda Cr 
 jp2z@aol.com 
 
 

HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 
Al Neugebauer, President 
2705 Avondale Drive 
Colorado Springs, Co. 80907 




