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President’s Letter 
 
Dear Neighbors: 
 

There are several reportable items since our last newsletter. 

In our June 2005 letter, we updated you about a pending re-zoning petition before the 
Charlotte Mecklenburg Planning Commission that affects a parcel of land at the corner of 
Carmel and Colony.   Tuscan Development, Inc. plans to have the property re-zoned to 
Z-8, in the middle of multiple neighborhoods all of which are zoned Z-3.  This would 
allow the developer to build multi-family, multi-story condominiums in close proximity 
to Montibello.  The MHA Board discussed the matter at our September meeting, and we 
will voice solidarity with other neighborhood associations who oppose the rezoning.  We 
believe the rezoning will detract from current single family neighborhoods, and will add 
to the density problem in southeast Charlotte.  We encourage you to make your personal 
sentiments known to your representatives on the City Council.  Additionally, there will 
be a City Council hearing regarding the re-zoning on December 19 at 6 PM.  We 
encourage you to attend that meeting to let your opinion be heard.    

In our October newsletter, we reported the need for homeowners to gain the approval of 
the MHA Board prior to beginning any major structural renovations to their home, in 
order to insure compliance with neighborhood covenants.  We have a situation regarding 
a home in the neighborhood where prior approval was not obtained, and there are divided 
opinions regarding whether or not MHA covenants have been violated.  At the time of 
this writing, the MHA Board has retained legal counsel to investigate the matter (and, 
ultimately, to represent MHA should that be necessary); we have also engaged the ser-
vices of a professional surveyor related to whether or not set back requirements have 
been violated.  This matter is being attended by the current board, (continued on page 2 ) 
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Membership Update 
 
There are new members to report for the 
current newsletter.  On behalf of the Board 
of Directors of the Montibello Homeown-
ers Association, I am pleased to welcome 
the following new residents to Montibello: 
• George & Wendy Attmore 
• David Opper and Family 
The Montibello Homeowners Association 
currently has 441 paid members, represent-
ing about 77% of the 571 Montibello 
homes.  (continued on page 4) 

Santa is coming  
to Montibello  

He hasn't given us an exact date 
yet but  we'll send out messages 
and post the signs. Please plan to 
join us for his visit and share in 
the holiday cheer with some hot 

chocolate and candy canes. 



President’s Update continued from page 1 

and may carry forward into next year.  

As outgoing President, I will encourage the succeeding 
Board to develop specific protocol and procedures for 
obtaining the required approvals.  Due to increasing 
property values in the neighborhood, I believe we will 
witness an increase in the number of improvement pro-
jects.  As a neighborhood, we want to assure that planned 
improvements are in keeping with the look and feel of 
the rest of Montibello. 

In the spring of 2005, the Board conducted a survey to 
determine the wishes of the neighborhood, which in turn 
will help this board and subsequent boards prioritize the 
activities, services, and projects we undertake.  Simply 
put, the MHA is currently under-funded to take on sub-
stantial projects.  The survey results overwhelming sup-
port a dues increase, especially for matters involving 
property values. Therefore, the Board has approved a 
dues increase to $75.00 per year, beginning in January of 
2006.  At $75.00, this voluntary homeowner’s associa-
tion is still substantially less expensive than most compa-
rable neighborhoods, almost all of which require manda-
tory participation.  The dues increase will enable future 
boards to undertake many more worthwhile projects, 
such as improvements to our entranceways. As always, I 
strongly encourage you to support and participate in the 
Montibello Homeowner’s Association.  Through the ef-
forts of MHA, our neighborhood continues to thrive and 
be a desirable place for families to live. 

Importantly, I am pleased to announce the slate of nomi-
nees for the 2006 Montibello Board: 
President: LuAnn Martinson 
Vice-President:  Jim Curtis 
Secretary: Peggy Elmore 
Treasurer: Hap Arnold 
Membership:  Sarah Bailey 
Communications:  Heidi Cook-Sebes** 
Social Activities:  Kim Hoben 
Neighborhood Watch:  Chuck Roberts 
Beautification:  Barbara Dickie* 
Community Affairs: Seton Hunt 
Technology: Open* 
Street Host/Hostess Coordinator: Open* 
 
The annual “at large” neighborhood meeting will take 
place in January at a time and place to be announced. 

Lastly, there are several outgoing members of the current 
board who have served with distinction for three years. 
They are Rich Boss (Treasurer), Mike Kavanagh 
(Neighborhood Watch), and Nancy Buechler Secretary). 

Additionally, Stacey Young (Membership) has served 
this board ably for the past two years, and has made a 
substantial contribution.  There are many selfless indi-
viduals whose voluntary contribution to this neighbor-
hood association make it all work… please join me in 
thanking all of them. 

It has been my pleasure to serve as your President, and 
thanks again to all who served with me. 

Signing off…. Tom Berger 

*We are currently seeking a co-chair for the Beautifica-
tion Position.  The Technology Position and the 
Neighborhood Watch position are currently open, and 
the board is seeking interested persons to fill them. The 
Street Hostess Coordinator position is also open. 

**Our dedicated Communications Director, Heidi 
Cook-Sebes, has agreed to continue to publish our bi-
monthly newsletters, in spite of being enrolled in a post-
graduate program in New York City.  She will not be 
attending Board meetings, obviously.  

 
Neighborhood Watch 
 
There are a couple of things I want to update everyone 
on.  First, I received about 50 emails and phone calls 
about the red spray paint that someone used to paint vul-
gar words all over the neighborhood on Halloween 
night.  They caused a lot of damage to driveways, mail-
boxes, street signs, speed humps, construction signs etc.  
It may seem harmless, but it is vandalism and something 
that we should not take lightly.  The police have no 
leads.  The only way we’ll catch the person responsible 
and make them pay restitution to all of the neighbors 
who were affected is if someone comes forward with 
information.  The police assume it was a teenager who 
was responsible. If your teen knows who did it and is 
willing to come forward, there are a lot of angry 
neighbors who would love to have that information.  
Anybody with info can email me at neighborhood-
watch@montibello.org or call the police directly.  
(continued on page 3)  

 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
The 2005 October year-to-date financial report (page 5) 
shows budget approved for 2005, year-to-date budget, 
actual income and expense for 2005 year-to-date 
through October 31, 2005, and a variance of budget to  
actual year-to-date.  
(continued on page 4)  

Montibello Homeowners Association 
December 2005 
Page 2 



becoming very popular.  Have you gotten the email 
from a credit card company or ebay or paypal telling 
you that your credit card info needs to be updated?  
The logos look legit and a lot of unsuspecting people 
“update” their credit card info for the crooks who 
run these fake sites.  All of these sites say that they 
will NEVER contact you by phone or email asking 
for credit card or bank account info. 

Check your credit report regularly to see if anybody 
is trying to open credit accounts in your name.  
There are services that you can sign up for, pay an 
annual fee, and they will send you an alert any time 
a credit or bank account is opened in your name.  
Don’t forget to check your bank and credit card 
statements as well.  Monitor them closely so that you 
can catch any unauthorized charges. 

As always, be vigilant.  If you see somebody take 
mail from a mailbox, please get the tag number and 
then tell the homeowner.  This is a crime that we can 
stop by being smart about what we mail from home 
and by looking out for each other.  Thanks. 

Mike Kavanagh 

Please Note:  One of our neighbors on Black Syca-
more had a 1 foot cement pineapple statue taken 
from the top of their mailbox Halloween night.  They 
sure would like to get it back.  If you have any info 
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  a t  n e i g h b o r h o o d -
watch@montibello.org. 

 
Street Host/Hostess Update 
 
Interested in getting to know and working with some 
great neighbors?  Then you may be interested in 
joining the MHA board next year as the Street Host/
Hostess Coordinator.  I will be moving to the Mem-
bership position, therefore, the Street Host/Hostess 
Coordinator position will be available.  The Street 
Host/Hostess Coordinator’s duties are just as the 
name implies – the coordination of the materials and 
information the Street Hosts and Hostesses need for 
the membership drive,  for delivering newsletters 
and welcoming new neighbors. 

Please contact me at streethostess@montibello.org 
or 704.542.4620 if you are interested or would like 
more information.  I have really enjoyed working 
with all the Street Hosts and Hostesses.  I know you 
would, too. 

Sarah Bailey 

Neighborhood Watch  continued from page 2 

Second, we will occasionally send an email blast to 
all the members of the homeowners’ association to 
report something that affects the entire neighborhood 
that we think all the members should be aware of.  
The last one I sent out, I got a large number of auto-
mated replies from spam blocker software.  The soft-
ware doesn’t recognize the neighborhood-
watch@montibello.org email address and sends an 
automated request to login to a website and key in a 
hidden word so that the software can authenticate the 
sender’s email address as legit (non-spam).  I finally 
gave up after authenticating about 25 of these.  If you 
would like to receive the email alerts that we occa-
sionally send out, please authorize your system to 
a c c e p t  e m a i l s  f r o m  n e i g h b o r h o o d -
watch@montibello.org. 

Finally, I received a report from one neighbor about a 
possible attempt at identity theft.  All of the papers 
were taken from their recycling bin.  I contacted the 
police and they said that this is one way that bad guys 
get information about you that they can use to steal 
your identity.  They had several hints to avoid being a 
victim of identity theft: 

-Always shred anything with bank account or credit 
card numbers, social security numbers, etc.  If you 
don’t have a shredder at home (you can get small 
ones at office supply stores very inexpensively), take 
them to work and shred them.  There are people who 
make their living “dumpster diving”-searching 
through people’s trash for this type of information.  A 
detective at CMPD told me the going rate on the 
street for a person’s name and social security number 
is $250.  Pretty easy money if people know where to 
look. 

-Never mail bills from home.  The police call them 
“red flag bandits”-people who drive around looking 
for mailboxes with the flag up.  They grab all the out-
going mail and look for anything with account num-
bers, social security numbers or bank info.  The po-
lice suggest taking all bills to a mailbox or put them 
in the mail at your office if possible.  The same thing 
happens to incoming mail.  The bad guys drive 
around pulling credit card bills, checks, bank state-
ments and all types of personal information from your 
mailbox.  The police recommend buying a mailbox 
with a lock on it. 

-Never give account info to anybody who contacts 
you by phone or email.  It’s called Phishing and it’s  
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Treasurer’s Report  continued from page 2 

For 2005, expenses for core (recurring) items, such as 
operations, grounds, member activities, and miscellane-
ous expenses, have totaled $15,989.  We have spent 
$1,126 year-to-date on capital improvements related to 
landscape/entrance enhancements. By year end there 
should not be any large unfavorable variances for core 
items and we should finish with a surplus in our budget.  
We had committed $20,000 for 2005 for capital im-
provements and those improvements have been substan-
tially deferred to 2006. 

Income primarily reflects dues received from homeown-
ers.  2005 year to date total gross dues income through 
October is $21,950 (just 1 membership shy of our an-
nual budget). 

Cash on hand at October 31, 2005 is $37,312, compared 
to cash on hand of $31,666 at December 31, 2004. 
 
Rich Boss 
 
Membership Update  continued from page 1 
As a reminder, if you make a change to your email ad-
dress, please do not forget to let me know so that I may  
update the directory. It is important that I have your cur-
rent contact information, so that you may receive your 
newsletter via on-line, along with any important news 
flashes.  
 
Lastly, this will be my last report as Membership Chair-
person.  My experience with the MHA has been very 
positive.  Thank you to all the residents and Street Host/
Hostesses for all of your support, guidance and help.  
Please do not hesitate to contact me at 704.543.2712 
should you have any questions or concerns regarding 
your membership information. 

Stacey Young 

New Member Addition: 

Attmore*, George, Wendy 
 7616 Red Oak Ln 704-543-6152 
 Patriarch Partners 704-227-7125 
 Freelance Writer 704-543-6152 
 wendy_attmore@yahoo.com 

Opper*, David 
 5410 McAlpine Farm Rd 704-540-0209 
 Bank of America 
 704-386-3445 
 Samuel '86, Jack '88 

MHA Community Post 
 
Friendly Reminder to Neighborhood Pet Owners 
 
We love our neighborhood pets and know that they are 
very important family members.  We would like to 
remind you to:   
• Be considerate of your neighbors and try to keep 

dog barking at a minimum in the late evening 
hours.  An appropriate rule of thumb is to observe 
quiet hours after 9 o’clock in the evening.  Many 
of our neighbors have school age children that 
have early bedtime hours.  Additionally, many of 
our neighbors have early and/or long work hours 
and it is unfair for their sleep to be interrupted.  
For some in our neighborhood, it also detracts 
from enjoying our wonderful spring and summer 
climate because they must keep windows closed 
when they otherwise might have been kept open in 
the nice evening hours. 

• Bring along your poop-scoop bags to clean-up 
after your pet on those morning, afternoon and 
evening strolls.  Not only does it keep our 
neighborhood looking nice, but it also helps to 
keep our neighbors’ shoes clean so they don’t 
track the mess into their own homes.  

 
 
Costa Rican Garden Tour, April 1-9 
 
MHA member and owner of Costa Rica Tours, Ltd. 
announces a Garden Tour in Costa Rica on April 1-9, 
2006.  The nine-day tour is partnered with Iowa State 
University, but open nationwide to registrants.  A 
$100 contribution to MHA will be made per each 
MHA registrant.  For information, view website at 
www.costaricatoursltd.com or call Sandra Feldman at 
704.541.8680.  
 
Neighborhood Boatbuilding Club 
 
-Alfred T. Marshall, modahboat@carolina.rr.com 
 
I am interested in forming a Boatbuilding Club with 
interested Montibello residents.  I study, design, and 
build boats as a hobby and would like to meet other 
residents who have a  similar interest. 
 
I have an eight foot, three-point hydroplane avail-
able FREE to anyone who wants it, needs paint. 
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MHA Community Post 
 
For Sale: 
 
• Fully assembled swing set with three swings, slide, 

sandbox and play platform.  Two years old, rarely 
used.  Excellent condition.  Also for sale, Space 
Trolley Cable Ride (see www.childlife.com), never 
used.  Please call Cindy Capwell, (704) 544-9316. 

 
• Baby Grand piano Kawai GE-1 A,S.  Special edi-

tion.  Original owner.  Purchased in Charlotte 
11/2000 at Piedmont Music Center.  Never been 
moved.  In Montibello home.  Played minimally, 
periodic tune-ups; polished ebony finish- no 
scratches.  Like-new condition.  Includes piano 
bench.  Syran action (newer feature that regulates 
humidity); 10 year warranty-5 years remaining; 
measures 5'-1"; $9,800.  Call Susan at 704-905-
2922 or Brett at 704-540-0510. 

 
Found: 
 
• Portable cd player and headphones found in street 

on Morrowick Rd. close to the Colony intersec-
tion.  Call 704-905-2922 

 

Thank you to the Montibello Garden Club  
for decorating our entrances for the holidays. 



Montibello Homeowners Association 
2005 Budget Year to Date 

October 31, 2005 

      Budget  Budget Actual Variance 
      2005 YTD YTD Budget to Actual YTD 
      Fav (Unfav) 
Beginning Cash Balance 31,665.55  31,665.55 31,665.55    
Income         
  Membership Dues 22,000.00  18,333.33  21,950.00  3,616.67  
  Contributions  500.00  416.67  500.00  83.33  
  Interest 75.00  62.50  312.12  249.62  
Total Income 22,075.00  18,812.50  22,762.12  3,949.62  
Expenses         
  Operations:         
   Newsletter  1,000.00 833.33  714.48  118.85  
   Directory  1,200.00 1,000.00  943.62  56.38  
   Insurance  1,750.00 1,458.33  1,818.00  (359.67) 
   Supplies  225.00  187.50  53.36  134.14  
   Postage  50.00  41.67  223.00  (181.33) 
   Misc  400.00  333.33  398.33  (65.00) 
  Total Operations 4,625.00  3,854.17  4,150.79  (296.62) 
  Grounds:         

  

Landscaping: 
Capital Im-
provements  20,000.00  16,666.67  1,126.25  15,540.42  

  Maintenance  8,000.00  6,666.67  7,422.00  (755.33) 
  Landscaping          

  

Montibello 
Women’s Club 
Contribution  500.00  416.67  194.14  222.53  

       
  Total Grounds 28,000.00  23,750.00  8,742.39  15,007.61  

  
Professional Services: 
Legal 500.00  416.67  0.00  416.67  

  Member Activities         
   Egg Hunt      204.10    
   Picnic      3,988.60    
   Halloween          
   Holiday Party      29.24    
  Total Member Activities 4,500.00  3,750.00  4,221.94  (471.94) 
              
  Contingencies 2,500.00  2,083.33  0.00  2,083.33  
              
  Taxes 30.00  25.00  0.00  25.00  
              
  Miscellaneous Expenses 100.00  83.33  0.00  83.33  
              
Total Expenses 40,255.00 33,962.50 17,115.12 16,847.38  
              
Ending Cash Balance 13,485.55  16,515.55  37,312.55    
              
  Detail - Bank Accounts         
   Money Market      33,076.73   
   Checking      4,235.82   
   Total      37,312.55   



 
South Mecklenburg High School 

is the “home school” for the Montibello neighborhood.  This information is being 
provided to our community to acquaint families with what is going on at South 
Mecklenburg High School. 

Did you know……….. 
*South Mecklenburg had 95% of its graduating 2005 class go on to post secondary 
education. Close to 70% went to four year universities. 
 
*South Mecklenburg students attended over 55 Division I, II, and III colleges and 
universities. Examples are UNC, NC State, University of Georgia, University of Pittsburgh, 
Duke, University of Delaware, University of Alabama, Auburn, Virginia Tech, Florida 
State,  University of Florida, Penn State, Emory University, University of Pennsylvania, 
Princeton, Clemson, University of South Carolina, Wake Forest, Davidson, and Washington 
& Lee. 
 
*South Mecklenburg’s 2005 class obtained close to 4 million in academic, athletic and music 
scholarships. There was one appointment to the US Naval Academy and two students 
received the UNC Robertson Scholarship which is a full scholarship for four years (the only 
high school to have TWO recipients). 
 
*South Mecklenburg was one of four highs schools in the Charlotte area to achieve its AYP 
Goals for 2005 (Academic Yearly Progress-No Child Left Behind goals). 
 
*South Mecklenburg was the first AP Gold Certified High School in CMS. The school offers 
28 AP courses taught by highly experienced AP certified teachers. South awarded over 50 
AP diploma’s to the 2005 graduating class. 
 
*South Mecklenburg’s average SAT score for 2005 was 1041.  US average is 1028 and NC is 
1010.  
 
*South Mecklenburg has seven nationally ranked athletes, who are top recruits for Division 
I sports for  2005-2006, in women’s basketball, women’s soccer, men’s swimming, women’s 
tennis, women’s volleyball and men’s baseball.  Ten senior athletes recently signed with 
Division I universities to play beginning in 2006. 
 
*South Mecklenburg’s swim team and baseball team were number two in the state of North 
Carolina in 2005. Other teams traditionally place in the top three in the conference. At least 
one coach from South has won the ‘Coach of the Year Award’ each year for the past 
decade. 
 
*South Mecklenburg’s Yearbook was runner up in the State of North Carolina and won the 
Tar Heel award for 2005. 
 
*South Mecklenburg’s Drama team placed first in National competition in 2004. 
 
*South Mecklenburg’s chorus, orchestra, and band continue to finish first in their 
respective divisions and have won Grand Championships at the regional and national level 
in Florida, Georgia, Virginia, Washington, D.C., and Toronto.  
 
COME!! CHECK OUT SOUTH MECKLENBURG! 

CATCH THE ENERGY... 
REALIZE YOUR POTENTIAL! 


