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YEAR-END THOUGHTS 
 
The end of the year once again provides me 
with the opportunity to thank the many 
residents who have worked so hard in 2005 
to keep Sherwood Forest a very special 
community. The fifteen-member Board of 
Directors continues to serve us well, 
volunteering untold hours to the work of our 
various committees.  
 
I want to give special thanks as well to 
several non-board members who have done 
important work on behalf of the 
neighborhood:  Kim Tandy, who agreed 
again this year to serve as our representative 
to the 12th Precinct Neighborhood Coalition; 
Mark Lock, who spearheads a group that is 
working to increase patrol membership; 
Ernest Thompson, who graciously agreed to 
assume the duties of chair of the 
Reforestation Committee in the absence of 
the recuperating and much-missed Florence 
Gantz; Charlie Primas, who contributes to 
the smooth day-to-day operation of the 
patrol service by serving as patrol manager; 
and Gordon Rodwan, who keeps the books 
and sends out the billings for the patrol 
service.  Thanks also to the dedicated 
volunteers who have knocked on doors and 
made phone calls to tell their non-
subscribing neighbors about the benefits of 
patrol membership, and to the gardening 
enthusiasts who have planted flowers and 
otherwise kept our pocket parks looking 
beautiful.   
 
We had a large turnout for our potluck 
supper and annual meeting in May.  Our 
guest speakers were Sean Werdlow, then-
Chief Financial Officer and Finance 

Department Director for the City of Detroit, 
and Mike Barger, a certified arborist and 
registered forester. 
 
We had two successful Meet and Greets, the 
first in May at the home of Sheila and Katy 
Cockrel, and the second in August in 
Canterbury Park, where a summer jazz 
concert and picnic featured the wonderful 
music of Ursula Walker and Buddy Budson. 
My thanks to Al Greene for organizing the 
Meet and Greet events.  If you can host a 
Meet and Greet at your home sometime in 
2006, please give Al a call. 
 
Like all Detroit neighborhoods we are 
struggling to come to terms with reductions 
in city services brought on by the city 
budget deficit.  (See the article below 
concerning bulk pickup.)  Although the 
reduction in services is painful, I am 
confident that we as a neighborhood will 
meet the challenges of these challenging 
times.   
 
As we look forward to a new year, let me 
remind you that I value your comments and 
suggestions for making our community an 
even better place to live.  If you are not 
already involved in a Sherwood Forest 
committee or project, please resolve to 
make 2006 the year in which you will 
become involved.  I am always looking for 
volunteers for a variety of important 
assignments. Just call me. 
 
My warmest wishes to every member of our 
Sherwood Forest family.  
 
Lois E. Primas 
President, Sherwood Forest Association 
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EFFECTIVE STREET SNOW REMOVAL 
REQUIRES KEEPING VEHICLES  

OFF THE STREETS 
 
This is a reminder to all residents NOT to leave cars 
parked on the street.  Our neighborhood is safer and 
more beautiful when its streets are not cluttered with 
vehicles.  Further, it is a city ordinance violation to 
leave a personal vehicle on the street for more than 48 
hours without moving it or to leave a commercial 
vehicle on the street overnight. 
 
This reminder is particularly important now because we 
are moving into the snow season.  Street snow removal 
efforts cannot succeed without the cooperation of 
residents to get cars off the streets before snow removal 
equipment enters the neighborhood.  Our Sherwood 
Forest Association dues pay to have our streets cleared 
after a snowfall of four inches or more, but we don’t 
always know precisely when the equipment is coming.  
Last year, we tried to provide e-mail notice of when 
plowing would begin so residents could be prepared.  
That in fact did help, but because many residents have 
not provided us with an e-mail address, it was not a 
total solution.  It is in the interest of all of us that our 
snow removal contractor is able to work as effectively 
as possible.  The best way to assure that is if we all keep 
our cars off the street whenever there is a significant 
snowfall.    
 

BULK PICKUP SLATED TO END SOON 
 
As a cost-cutting measure, the city has decided to 
discontinue bulk pickup.  We have not yet been able to 
get official information from the city about exactly 
when bulk pickup will end or whether there will be 
relaxed rules for our regular Thursday pickups.  Many 
residents have asked what our options will be for 
disposal of leaves and other yard waste.  We don’t 
know the answer.  We assume, but do not know, that 
the city plans to send a notice to every Detroit 
residence.  Once this entire issue becomes clearer, the 
Sherwood Forest Association will notify all neighbors 
of the new rules.     
 
We do know that we are now being encouraged to take 
our bulk to the following five drop-off locations, which 
are open to Detroiters with proper identification 
between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m., Tuesday through 
Saturday: 
 

• Davison Yard – 8221 W. Davison 
• Southfield Yard – 12255 Southfield Service 

Drive  
• 5840 Anthon – between Calvary and Campbell 
• 9915 Conner at Chelsea, next to CVS 
• State Fair Yard – 19715 John R 

 
Our bulk pickup day in December should be 
Tuesday, December 27, since the 26th is a holiday. 
 
 

A CRIME UPDATE 
 
The following letter was sent to the University District 
Association on November 10, 2005, by Marshall Lyons, 
the Deputy Chief of the Western District (formerly 12th 
Precinct) of the Detroit Police Department. Please note 
that the statistics cited in the letter are for an area 
that runs from Six Mile to Eight Mile and from 
Livernois to Woodward for a 5 ½ month period 
from May 23 through November 6, 2005. 
 
University District Community Association: 
 
During the last two weeks there has been 
misinformation provided to the citizens of Palmer 
Woods, Sherwood Forest, University District, and 
GreenAcres communities.  This information has alleged 
that there have been a total of sixty-seven (67) 
occurrences of armed robbery, including thirty (30) 
carjackings, that have occurred in the W. 7 Mile and 
Livernois area within the last six months.  With these 
inaccurate statistics being disseminated, it is 
understandable for a person to become extremely 
concerned and outraged at the possibility of this type of 
crime surge in one of Detroit’s finer neighborhoods.  
Couple this with the fact that the holiday season is 
approaching and one could easily get the impression 
that there will be a period of crime occurring with little 
or no relief.  The source of this inaccurate information 
has remained anonymous and has remained silent in 
producing documentation that these alleged sixty-seven 
(67) robberies have in fact occurred. 
 
The police officers of the crime analysis Section for the 
Western District are responsible for compiling and 
disseminating the crime trends and statistics for your 
area.  One of the functions of the Crime Analysis 
Section of any district is to review every incident 
reported within their geographical area and to compare 
them with other incidents that may occur in bordering 



districts or citywide areas.  Any rise in crime is 
immediately provided to police supervision, patrol and 
special operations personnel, detective section 
personnel, bordering district personnel, citizens residing 
in the district, and to the Detroit Police Crime Analysis 
Unit. 
 
The statistics that are tracked by their respective 
districts and the unofficial totals are compiled from the 
reports entered into the Detroit Police Records 
Management System (CRISNET).  Each incident that 
occurs in the City of Detroit has to be entered into the 
CRISNET system. 
 
To accurately obtain the statistics for the 
aforementioned offenses, the Western District Crime 
Analysis Section has manually reviewed all Part I 
crimes that were reported within the past six months.  
Listed are the unofficial statistics for the area covering 
W. 8 Mile to W. McNichols and from Livernois to 
Woodward for the period encompassing May 23, 2005, 
through November 6, 2005. 
 
 Armed Robbery Citizen =15 
 Attempt Robbery Citizen=2 
 RA UDAA (carjacking)=7 
 Attempt RA UDAA (carjacking)=2 
 Armed Robbery Business=2 
 Purse Snatchings=10 
 Home Invasion #1=1 
 Home Invasion#2 (b&e residence)=12 
 Attempt B&E=1 
 B&E Business=2 

B&E Garage=5 
B&E Auto=3 
Larceny from Building=1 
UDAA (stolen vehicle)=29 

 
These numbers are utilized by members of the Western 
District to monitor crime patterns and develop the 
appropriate police response to combat the trend and 
arrest the persons involved.  The Detroit Police 
Department is committed to reducing crime and 
improving the quality of life for all of the citizens of 
Detroit.  We invite and welcome everyone to join us in  

developing new ways to combat crime and make life 
better for everyone. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marshall N. Lyons 
Deputy Chief  
Western District 
 

AN ADDITIONAL NOTE: 
 
At a community meeting held at the Western District on 
November 21, maps were distributed showing the theft-
related crimes that have occurred in the district for the 
one-month period from October 17, 2005 through 
November 13, 2005.  The map was not reproducible in 
this Tattler.  However, the portion of the map for 
Sherwood Forest shows only one crime inside the 
neighborhood, a car theft on Cambridge near Parkside.  
The map also shows three car thefts on Livernois 
between Seven Mile and Pembroke and a drug-related 
offense on Seven Mile near Parkside.  An 
accompanying list shows the above incidents as well as 
the breaking and entering of a garage on Renfrew and 
the breaking and entering of a motor vehicle on 
Canterbury.   
 
We are pleased that the Western District has agreed to 
make statistical analyses available to Sherwood Forest 
on a monthly basis.  Obviously, hard facts can dispel 
rumors, rumors that too often take on a life of their own 
in our neighborhoods. This statistical data is only as 
accurate as the information the police receive, however. 
If you know about a crime in Sherwood Forest, please 
report it to the police, even if the incident seems very 
small.  The police need accurate and complete 
information, and it is our responsibility to make sure 
they get it from us.  Further, we urge all residents to 
keep outside lights on at night.  With a less-than-
reliable street lighting system, it is incumbent on us to 
keep our property well-lighted.   
  
We are meeting with RCN, our security provider, to 
assure even more responsive patrol service from the 
drivers. We want to keep the patrol cars visible on our 
streets for as many hours each day as possible, but we 
need to increase our membership.  If you are not a 
patrol member, you recently received a letter asking 
you to join for the second half of our fiscal year.  Please 
respond today with your check for $160.00. We must 
work together to keep Sherwood Forest safe.    



ASSOCIATION DUES REMINDER 
 
The fiscal year for the Sherwood Forest Association 
began on October 1.  Many residents have not yet paid 
their $45 dues.  We do so many good things throughout 
the year with your $45, like pay for street snow 
removal, and we need every resident’s support.  If your 
dues remain unpaid, please send your check today to 
our treasurer, Sue McMillan, at 19494 Shrewsbury.  If 
you have questions about the status of your 
membership, call Sue at 862-6366. 
 
Here are just some of the ways we spend your $45: 
 

• Park maintenance 
• Neighborhood reforestation program 
• Social events for adults and children, including 

our “Meet and Greets” 
• The Tattler, including the This Old House and 

Neighborhood Business lists 
• The Sherwood Forest web site 

www.neighborhoodlink.com/detroit/swoodforest.. 
• Street snow removal 
• Enforcement of Sherwood Forest property 

restrictions 
• Coalition building with other neighborhood 

groups, including the Twelfth Precinct 
Neighborhood Coalition and the Detroit 
Historic Neighborhood Coalition 

 
How many organizations can offer their members so 
much for just $45?  Please join today! 

THIS OLD HOUSE 
 
The “This Old House” list has just been updated.  You 
can access the list by going to the Sherwood Forest 
webpage at 
www.neighborhoodlink.com/detroit/swoodforest.  Go to 
the section of the webpage called “Community Links,” 
and click on “This Old House.”  Please send new 
recommendations for the list to rodwan@sbcglobal.net.  
 

GREETING NEW NEIGHBORS 
 
We have a tradition in Sherwood Forest of greeting 
each new family that moves into the neighborhood with 
a tray of home-baked goodies and a packet of 
information about the community.  If you are a new 
neighbor, or if you know of a new neighbor on your 
block who has not yet been greeted, please notify 
Catherine Mayberry at 862-6342 or Michele Davis at 
345-7120.  Catherine and Michele want to make sure 
that no new neighbor is missed. 
 

STAYING CONNECTED 
 
If you are not receiving your Tattler and other 
important neighborhood notices online, it is because 
you have not provided the editor with your e-mail 
address or have changed your e-mail address without 
notifying us.  Please send your e-mail address to 
rodwan@sbcglobal.net, and let us know that you want 
to stay informed about neighborhood happenings.  We 
will not share your e-mail address with any other 
organization or individual. 


