
Dear Manheim Park Residents, 

I want to thank all of those residents who have stepped forward to make a difference in our 

neighborhood and to those who have not yet heeded the call to join us I want to extend an invitation to 

become a part of the changes taking place in Manheim Park. For some of us it is easy to ignore the 

problems in our neighborhood. We take care of our yards, we mind our own business, and we lock our 

doors at night hoping to keep the world out. Unfortunately, life doesn’t always follow our nice routines 

and when we least expect it we are confronted with problems we didn’t expect. 

 For those who were unable to come to our last membership meeting I must say you missed a 

very good meeting. There was a lot of good information that was distributed by city agencies, the ATA, 

and other interested parties. I must say that I am excited about the direction of Manheim Park and you 

should be also. We had a very good turn-out with not only members of Manheim Park, but also our 

friends from Rockhill and Hyde Park. I just want to take this opportunity to once again thank all of those 

who were in attendance and helped make the meeting so successful. 

 At the last meeting we met in groups to discuss our vision for our neighborhood from a 

commercial and city services perspective. We talked about the type of businesses we would like to see 

on the Troost corridor and how we would like to see the neighborhood have a center where the 

community could come together. As important as business and city are to our redevelopment efforts 

there is another aspect we must also consider and that is housing. Housing is an area that we need to 

discuss as a neighborhood. We should discuss what changes we would like to see made here in 

Manheim Park. What things we can do to make our housing and neighborhood better. I would like for us 

to use part of our next membership (April 11, 2009) meeting to discuss our housing needs and plans for 

housing. 

 I plan to invite the director of NHS (Mark Stalsworth), the new acting director of the city’s 

housing department (Shirley Winn), and our councilperson (Sharon Saunders-Brooks) so they can discuss 

what options we have available to us and how best to approach redeveloping the housing market in 

Manheim Park. I think this will be an important meeting to help us map the direction we want to go 

moving forward. I encourage everyone who can make it to do so. 

Neighborhood Clean-up 

We will be beginning our monthly neighborhood perimeter clean-up on April 4th at 10am at the 

Manheim Park. Please come prepared to walk the perimeter of our neighborhood and help to set a new 

image for our neighborhood. Remember, if we don’t respect our neighborhood no one else will either. 

This would be a good activity to get our young people involved in. 

Crime and Drug Houses 

Beginning in the month of April I want us to begin to target drug house in our neighborhood by having 

neighborhood marches around those houses suspected of being drug houses. Unfortunately due to our 

inaction in the past the criminal element has gotten a foothold in our neighborhood. It is now time for 



us to say “Enough is enough” and begin to take our neighborhood back one house and one block at a 

time. The police are only able to do so much. It is our neighborhood and we should begin to police 

ourselves. Many times the reason we have certain things in our neighborhoods is because we allow 

them to be there and they will not leave until we say we don’t want you here anymore. I will also be 

contacting the police concerning the prostitution along Troost. We have laws on the books concerning 

this and it is time we demand they be enforced. 

Health Fair and Get Together 

We are going to have a health fair and neighborhood get together. We are currently working out the 

details so please stay tuned. We will have screening booths, refreshments, and children activities. So 

please plan to come out and join your neighbors in a day of good health, good fun, and good 

neighboring. 

Next Visioning Meeting 

Our work on visioning for the south and west commercial corridors that border Manheim Park and 

our plans to address housing needs in the neighborhood will be brought together for a second 

meeting with the Rockhill and Hyde Park neighborhoods on Saturday, May 2, from 10 a.m. to noon in 

the ____________ of the Kauffman Foundation, 4801 Rockhill Road.  Outcomes of this meeting will 

result in development of a vision document we can use in marketing the neighborhood and its 

commercial corridors and what is in the Urban Renewal Area plan we will have approved by the city this 

fall.   

This is important to all of us.  The Urban Renewal Area plan is being developed to: 

 assist single family homes owners to rehabilitate their homes; 

 provide incentives for infill housing in the Urban Renewal Area; and 

 attract economic development projects to revitalize Troost. 

Remember we are always stronger together than we could ever be apart. 

Thank you, 

Rodney Knott 

 

President 
Historic Manheim Park Association 
Neighbors Working Together To Revitalize and Preserve  
Our Historic and Diverse Neighborhood and To Improve Our Quality Of Life 


