
SMILE General Meeting minutes 
Wednesday, December 6, 2023 

At SMILE Station, S.E. 13th at Tenino 

Main Website Procedural 
www.SellwoodIVIoreland.org <<>> www.SMILErecords.org 

OFFICERS PRESENT: David Dugan, President; Elizabeth Milner, Vice 
President; Pat Hainley, Treasurer; Eric Norberg, Secretary 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Bob Burkholder, Elaine O'Keefe, Tracy 
Fisher, Grant Huling; Jim Friscia (via ZOOM) 

SMILE MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Ed Nunez, Creed Skete, Steve & 
Ruth Kaser, Gary Rydout, Marianne Nelson, Glen Ellis, Eli Arnold, Tonita 
Cervantes, Rick Davison, Chad Lykins, Suzanne Kruse, David Schoell-
hamer, Tom Hickey, Vikki DeGaa; Lance Goldenberg (via ZOOM, plus 5 
more on ZOOM) 

The meeting was called to order by SMILE President David Dugan at 7:35 p.m. 
He led self-introductions of everyone present, around the room — and then asked 
for a review of the minutes of the SMILE General Meetings in October and 
November; Ed Nunez moved both sets of minutes be approved as submitted, and 
Tracy Fisher seconded the motion — which then carried unanimously. 

President Dugan introduced tonight's Special Board Election, being held to 
replace MacKenzie Torres' remaining five months of her two-year term, as a 
result of her resignation to move to Bend and take a new job there. After the 
announcement a month ago of the need for candidates to run for this short-term 
At-Large Board seat, six candidates had made themselves known to Dugan — but 
one had since decided against running, leaving five candidates. Dugan asked if 
anyone in the room who qualified as a SMILE member — by virtue of living in, 
owning property in, or working in Sellwood or Westmoreland — would like to add 
their name to the list. None did, so he moved on to the opportunity for the 
remaining five to briefly introduce themselves and indicate their interest in filling 
the seat. They were called up in the same alphabetical order in which they 
appeared on the paper ballot given to SMILE members attending the meeting. 

• Tonita Cervantes — She's from San Francisco, now lives here; she appreciates 
the neighborhood and now wants to contribute to it 

• Lance Golenberg — Appearing via ZOOM; he moved here because of the 
neghborhood's livability; he has served on SMILE committees, and is committed 
to supporting SMILE's mission 

• Suzanne Kruse - Bought her home in Westmoreland in 1993; she has raised 
her children here, and has seen many changes, most of them positive; she wants 
to contribute to the community, but a short-term seat will let he discover if being 
a Board Member of SMILE is how she wants to do it 

• Ed Nunez — He has lived here over forty years, and is regularly involved in the 
neighborhood — but he volunteered for the short-term seat in case we didn't get 
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any other candidates, and now is stepping out of the race in favor of the four 
other excellent candidates 

• Gary Rydout — He's from Tucson, but now lives in Westmoreland; "this is the 
only neighborhood in the city that met our requirements"; he helped the Johnson 
Creek Watershed Council get started years ago, and now wants to get involved 

President Dugan again checked to see if anyone in the room wanted to add their 
name to the ballot, and again none did. So those who were SMILE members were 
given a ballot (with Ed Nunez crossed off it, at his request), to mark one 
candidate, and turn it in. 

SMILE members attending online were given the opportunity by conveying their 
voting choice via private chat to Jim Friscia, who added those votes to the paper 
ballots cast at the election, and Treasurer Pat Hainley and SMILE resident Vikki 
DeGas retired downstairs to count the ballots and determine the winner for this 
short-term At-Large Board seat. 

President Dugan announced that the SMILE History Committee is getting more 
active, with the return of the Neighborhood History Archives to new storage 
space in the newly-remodeled SMILE basement, and invited everyone to stop by 
the new Hainley Meeting Room downstairs this Sunday for refreshments, and for 
planning future endeavors of the committee. The hours will be 3 to 5 p.m. 

Dugan next introduced R. J. DeMello, Sr., Manager of Communications & Com. 
munity Development at Transition Projects; the agency that still operates the 
Willamette Center for Multnomah County, to give details of the Center's 
reopening in December. It is one of 14 metro locations in Portland operated by 
Transition Projects — and is one of five "residential centers". The Willamette 
Center, newly-renovated and structurally strengthened, has 120 beds for women 
and families (and the disabled and for Veterans). Case Managers work with 
residents to help them find permanent affordable housing, jobs, etc. Residents 
must be 18 or over (55 and over are prioritized), and pets are allowed. 
Multnomah County owns the building; Transition Projects runs it. Residents are 
obtained by referral ("no lines every afternoon"), and they must agree to strict 
rules in order to stay — but they can stay as long as they are actively looking for 
permanent affordable housing. It is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. He then 
concluded by answering a variety of questions posed by those present. 

President Dugan followed, by revealing the outcome of the voting. The new 
Board Member, at least until next May (when she can run for reelection if she 
wishes) is Suzanne Kruse. Dugan urged the other candidates to get involved in 
SMILE committees, attend SMILE meetings, and return to run in the annual 
Board Election at the May General Meeting. 

Pat Hainley then moved the meeting be adjourned, and Ed Nunez seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously at 8:56 p.m. 
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