
FDA Updates on Hand Sanitizers with Methanol 

From the FDA website:   FDA is warning consumers and health care providers 
that the agency has seen a sharp increase in hand sanitizer products that are 
labeled to contain ethanol (also known as ethyl alcohol) but that have tested 
positive for methanol contamination. Methanol, or wood alcohol, is a 
substance that can be toxic when absorbed through the skin or ingested and 
can be life-threatening when ingested. 

The current list contains several pages of specific imported products. A 
complete list of products recalled can be found on the FDA website,  

https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-and-availability/fda-
updates-hand-sanitizers-methanol 

FDA reminds consumers to wash their hands often with soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds, especially after going to the bathroom; before eating; and 
after coughing, sneezing, or blowing one’s nose. If soap and water are not 
readily available, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
recommend consumers use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at 
least 60 percent ethanol (also referred to as ethyl alcohol). 
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