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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Mike Maricich
The first six months into my new position as MFMC 
president has had its ups and downs…we got lucky 
with the winter. Very little snow; which saved the 
residents a good deal of money. We just had a lot 
of rain. Doesn't cost to remove rain, but that excess 
rain has unexpectedly caused us more expensive 
problems.

A Five-Pond Problem
Our five ponds are the current problem...big time. 
Due to the wet winter and very wet spring, the 
water levels in the ponds are high. High water levels 
are somewhat normal, but the levels are not going 
down. This problem was brought to our atten-
tion last year by our pond maintenance vendor, 
Solitude Lake Management Corporation. Solitude 
was chosen several years ago because they are 
a national lake/pond expert. They also maintain 
several New Castle County (NCC) ponds and have a 
close relationship with the county and its inspectors. 

Service of the five ponds by Solitude costs close 
to $10,000 annually. The ponds currently contain 
over 20 years of sediment build-up which has 
caused them to become very shallow. This depth, 
along with excessive rain and heat contributed to 
our current problems. The drains and outflows are 
compromised by this sediment. Sediment is the 
result of fall season leaves, grass clippings etc. 
Some of the sediment is also caused by chemicals 
used to kill algae. MFMC is required by NCC to 
reduce this algae as much as possible.

Solitude treats each pond for algae twice a month 
during the warm season. They only do a light treat-
ment each time. A heavy treatment will kill all the 
algae, but would reduce the O2 levels which could 
result in a major fish kill (we did have a small fish kill 
in the Megan#2 pond late in May).NCC requires us 
to maintain these ponds to county standards. If we 
perform this work faithfully, the county will provide 
repairs and major work to the ponds when necessary. 

The Board petitioned the county early this year for 
help with our sediment-clogged ponds. The county 

agreed that all five ponds require major dredging 
work and have placed Mansion Farm on their list 
to do this job. However, this may take some time…
maybe over a year or so, according to NCC.

The Dynasty pond seems to be the worst of the 
five. Solitude provided the Board with a quote to 
remedy all the pond issues by pumping out the 
sediment and repairing the drains and outflows at a 
cost of over $14,400.00 a pond. That would cost us 
roughly $72,000 for work on all of the ponds if we 
had to pay for the repairs without the county’s help. 
Since the Dynasty pond is in the worst condition, 
the Board offered to remedy that pond now if the 
county would reimburse us for the $14,000+. That 
offer was rejected. 

The Board decided that it would be fiscally irre-
sponsible to do this work with no possibility of 
reimbursement by NCC. All we can do for now is 
to monitor all the ponds and if the water levels get 
much worse, notify the county. The county inspectors 
will also keep an eye on the ponds and can move 
us up on the list of emergency repairs if necessary.

Community Signs
The large Mansion Farm sign near the barricade is 
in need of replacement for two reasons: it is old, 
faded, beginning to crumble, and R. C. Peoples 
has decided to sell the property where it is located. 
Once sold, the Mansion Farm sign would have to be 
either relocated or just removed. For these reasons 
the Board has decided to put up a new sign just 
before the intersection of Mansion Farm Drive and 
Viscaya, which is the relocated entrance to Mansion 
Farm. 

The new sign will meet current DELDOT standards 
requiring a break-away structure composed of fabri-
cated materials. The second entrance sign at the 
other end of Viscaya will be updated as well, but 
not until the first sign is underway. The estimate for 
the first new sign was $15,000, but due to the hard 
work and persistence of several board members we 
have obtained a promise of funding to cover this 
cost from Nicole Poore, our Delaware Senate Major-
ity Leader. We are awaiting the release of the money 
pending the approval of her budget sometime this 

1



MFMC, P.O. Box 1432, Bear, DE 19701 • www.neighborhoodlink.com/Mansion_Farm

month. Although payment of the actual sign is to be 
provided by the state, we will incur some expense 
on clearing and grading the land to ready it for 
installation of the new sign. This will require several 
truckloads of fill dirt as well as a pretty intense effort 
to clear away years of overgrowth and brambles.

Different sign news: Visitor Parking 
Pads
Deed restrictions for the townhouses state that the 
parking pads are to be reserved for visitor parking 
only. The Board has received several complaints 
about residents abusing this restriction and park-
ing on the pads every day for months on end. The 
Board has purchased “Visitor Parking Only” signs 
for each parking pad as a reminder to the town 
home residents. Please be respectful of your neigh-
bors and do not park on the pads. In preparation 
for these signs, the weeds in the parking pads have 
been killed. The signs should be up by August.

The Bradford Pear Dilemma
There has been some talk on our Neighborhoodlink 
website about the trees that line R. C. Peoples Blvd. 
being removed by the state (according to an Earl 
Jaques letter posted by a homeowner). Although 
many MF homeowners have become attached 
to these trees, according to a DELDOT map we 
received, none of the trees belong to MF (see map 
provided by DELDOT)! They were planted on land 
belonging to Caravel Woods, making our develop-
ment under no legal obligation for upkeep of the 
trees. So why would we agree to maintain some-
thing which is not ours?

These pear trees are well over 20 years old and are 
very close to the end of their lifespan. According to 
an online article by the Delaware Invasive Species 
Council (https://delawareinvasives.net/blog1/
wp-content/uploads/2017/02/BradfordPear-1.pdf) 
“the growth habit of the tree’s crown is problematic 
because it lacks a central leader, resulting in many 
weak structural supports. Combined with its brittle 
wood, the main branches have a tendency to split 
during wind and ice storms leaving ugly wounds or 
decimating the tree altogether. The Bradford pear is 
a short-lived tree with an average life span of only 
20 years and requires aggressive pruning to combat 
its poor branch development. For these reasons 
and the impact on natural areas, Bradford pears 
have been placed on Delaware’s “Do Not Plant 
List”.
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Mansion Farm has not maintained either island from 
as far back as I can remember. The Board has no 
interest in paying to cut down and remove these 
trees as they begin to die. There are 12 trees in the 
first strip just off Howell School Road and 15 trees 
on the final stretch headed toward MF. Dealing with 
this many trees on property that does not belong to 
us seems to be a waste of our resources. We can 
let the county or State pay for that.

Elections & Ballots
Any resident in good standing (up to date on 
annual dues) can run for a board member posi-
tion or submit a deed restriction change to be 
added to the February ballot. Please submit 
all requests to the Board by December with as 
much detail as possible to: MFMC, P.O. Box 1432, 
Bear, DE 19701. If the Board requires more detail, 
additional information will be requested so please 
include all contact information (name, address, 
e-mail and phone number. 

UPCOMING COMMUNITY MEETINGS:
Monday, September 9, 20197 - 9 PM DSP Troop 2 
Community Room (on route 40 next to the YMCA)

Monday, February 3, 20207 - 9 PM DSP Troop 2 
Community Room.


