
Eastgate Community Association 
Meeting Minutes – August 14, 2019 
  
Next Meeting – Wednesday September 11, 2019 at 7pm at Tzachi & Lara Litov's house 
3831 145th Ave. SE 
  
Attendees:  Leslie Geller, Tzachi Litov, Lara Litov, Michelle Wannamaker, Carol Ross, Susanna 
Chung 
  
Action Items: Everyone has action items! Look for the red bolded text below 
  
OLD BUSINESS 
  
Eastgate Neighborhood Walk 
Approximately 22 walkers from the neighborhood went on the walk. The majority heard about 
the event from flyers posted on mailboxes (thanks Leslie!), followed by NextDoor postings. 
Carol took notes during the walk on neighbors' comments, and has already followed up on one. 
Her notes are attached. For those of you who weren't able to walk, it was a terrific time. Many 
senior employees from various departments from the City attended, including the City 
Manager, City Assistant Manager, Fire Chief, a Police Major. 
  
Here's a valuable tidbit that Leslie learned from the Police Major: when you call the police non-
emergency number, or if you call 9-1-1, all calls go to the same dispatch unit. The dispatcher 
makes the judgment whether it's an emergency or not. So if you need to call the police for any 
reason, simply dial 9-1-1. 
<<Notes from Eastgate Neighborhood Walk 7-18-19.docx>> 
  
Getting a Park in Eastgate 
In last month's minutes, this topic was titled Parks Levy & its implications for Eastgate. King 
County Proposition 1 was on August's primary ballot. This proposition "would provide funding 
for county, town, city and park district parks, and for open space, trails, recreation, public pools, 
zoo operations and an aquarium capital project." It passed by a wide margin. Leslie read the full 
text of the Levy proposition to determine how much Bellevue would receive. Bellevue would 
receive $100,000 each year of the six-year levy. Plus an additional indeterminate amount based 
on "the remainder" portion of the Levy's 8% of revenues distributed to cities and towns, after 
the per-city/town allotments are made. 
  
We spent some time talking about possible available land, and came up with nothing. Available 
land is scarce! Carol noted there is Eastgate Park. Several of us said that it's not really "usable," 
as in having a sizeable grassy area, a playground, benches, perhaps a trail. Michelle advised that 
if we want a usable park in Eastgate, we need to make our request for  known to the 
appropriate person in the City. Carol will find out whom. Susanna emphasized that we also 
should prepare a 3-minute presentation to the City Council, and speak to the Parks Board. We 
decided to have a Parks group to work on this project. Lara, Micki (we volunteered you since 



you've been lobbying for a park in Eastgate for several years) and whomever else wants to join 
in. Based on feedback from the June 8th brunch and the Eastgate Neighborhood Walk on July 
18, there is a lot of interest in having a park more within the heart of Eastgate. We think the 
Eastgate community advocacy for a park would help galvanize neighbors, and bring more 
attention to the ECA organization among Eastgate residents. As such, Michelle will send an 
email to our mailing list about the topic and ask for participation from interested folks. Memory 
fails if we also were going to post on NextDoor….but we should! 
  
ECA Structure 
The past month was very busy with summer activities and vacations for the Bylaws team 
members. Unfortunately, we didn't make much progress. The bylaws team will come with 
draft bylaws at the September meeting. Given that timing, we won't have elections for officers 
in October as we'd talked about last month. It will have to wait until January or February. As a 
reminder, the election event is when we want to "re-launch" the ECA with the community, as 
we are getting, and will continue to, be more organized and coalesced. Carol reiterated that the 
City can help with getting a space for the event, e.g. the SBCC, and preparing for and sending 
out a postcard mailer to all the addresses in Eastgate notifying them of the event. Carol noted 
that the City needs about 3 months lead time to accomplish this. We need to use this offer of 
City assistance as an impetus to plan out our calendar, including for the kind of events and 
activities we want to sponsor in 2020. Carol suggested (recommended!) that we may want to 
have a speaker at the elections event, so it's more like a topic event vs. simply an election. 
Note: some feedback from the June 8th brunch wanted more fun activities. Carol also 
mentioned that we take into consideration during our planning, external factors such as the 
school calendar, summertime being vacation time, etc. Leslie will start an email to everyone 
with a rough proposal of a 2020 calendar, including the event suggestions we've talked about at 
prior meetings. 
  
Candidate Forum Update 
Do you have specific questions related to Eastgate concerns that you want to ask candidates 
for City Council? Michelle reminded everyone that we were invited by Lake Hills Neighborhood 
Association to send them questions that are germane to Eastgate. The Lake Hills candidate 
forum is September 19 in the evening (time and place unknown by us). All Eastgate residents 
are also welcome to attend the Lake Hills's forum. Michelle will send an email to all of us and to 
the list from June 8 brunch about submitting questions and attending the candidate 
forum. Michelle or Leslie will also post the info to the Eastgate NextDoor neighborhoods. 
  
Michelle will contact Pam Johnston (of Bridle Trails neighborhood association) and get the list 
of all candidate forums happening this season in Bellevue, in case anyone wants to attend other 
candidate forums. Tzachi will create a Facebook page for the forum and invite Lake Hills to 
coordinate. This is because we couldn't find any information online about this year's Lake Hills's 
forum. 
  
ECA Web Presence 



We had another rousing and idea-filled discussion weighing the pros and cons of various 
alternatives for an online presence for the ECA. The resolution is that "for now," we will use the 
Facebook page that Tzachi created in June, https://www.facebook.com/eastgatecommunitywa. 
Read below for details of the discussion. Leslie volunteered to update the page with feedback 
from the June 8 brunch and from the Eastgate Neighborhood Walk, and any other tweaks we 
can think of. Send Leslie your ideas! She's unfamiliar with Facebook because she doesn't like it 
(or use it). 
  
Details: The discussion revolved around two options: Facebook or a website. 
Facebook 
In addition to the FB page which is public and open to anyone on FB, Tzachi created an ECA 
group, which is semi-private. If, like Leslie, you're not too familiar with FB, our FB  group could 
be used by e.g., the ECA's Park group to facilitate collaboration on that project. Using FB has 
pros. There is a built-in structure to FB pages, and it's easy to use. As Lara pointed out, it's 
pretty much the de facto location for many organizations and groups such as children/youth 
sports teams, other community or special interest groups (like Bellevue United), and even the 
Bellevue School District. So, many people are already on FB and familiar with using it. Lara also 
noted that FB Marketplace has become a big draw, at least in the Litovs's experience, for many 
people to join FB--just to use the Marketplace. The FB downside is it's FB and some people 
don't have or use FB.   
  
Website 
A website is accessible to anyone with internet connection. If we create and host our own 
website, we will have flexibility in how it's designed. The downsides are more numerous. 
Someone needs to design and build it, and someone needs to maintain it. We all agreed that if 
we opted for a website, it has to be simple and easy to maintain so non-technical people can do 
it. A website is not free: GoDaddy is the cheapest website hoster at $6/month for a very basic, 
design-inflexible site. All of us at the August meeting agreed that creating a website seems 
overwhelming for our group, at least for now. However, Lara suggested engaging an expat's 
spouse who isn't legally allowed to work in the US but who was a professional in his/her home 
country, who would be willing to create a website for us (and have the time). Lara speaks from 
personal experience with a friend, who unfortunately doesn't have any more free time. We 
thought this approach could be a good solution to explore. Lara will put the word out on 
NextDoor to solicit interest. Carol suggested getting a teenager who can do this as community 
service, e.g., a student or students at Newport High School.  That would entail one of us 
contacting a teacher(s) and getting their buy-in, and working with the student. No takers at the 
meeting for this. Does anyone want to take this on? 
  
If you want to check out other Bellevue neighborhood association 
websites: www.wearelakehills.org, www.bridletrailscommunity.org, http://horizoncrest.org/, ht
tp://www.newporthillscommunityclub.org/blog/, http://www.enataineighborhood.com/ 
  
Other ECA-Sponsored Events 

https://www.facebook.com/eastgatecommunitywa
http://www.wearelakehills.org/
http://www.bridletrailscommunity.org/
http://horizoncrest.org/
http://www.newporthillscommunityclub.org/blog/
http://www.newporthillscommunityclub.org/blog/
http://www.enataineighborhood.com/


As part of the Neighborhood Walk review and discussion, we talked about the MyBellevue app. 
Carol touted its usefulness and  suggested that when our organization is more fully fledged, we 
could have a meeting to review the MyBellevue app. Those of us at the August monthly 
meeting don't have the energy now to plan an activity/event. However, we do think the Park 
project could serve as a galvanizing topic to help bring the Eastgate community together. We 
will need to plan the ECA's 2020 calendar very soon, as noted under ECA Structure. 
  
Monthly Meeting Location 
We need to find a stable location for the ECA monthly meetings. The Newport Way Library 
meeting room is very booked up. Until we find a stable meeting location, Tzachi and Lara 
offered to host us--thank you, thank you! Tzachi will talk to the Newport Way librarian who is 
an Eastgate resident to see if there is a way for us book the library meeting room each 
month. Leslie will ask the two motels by the large Crossroads Bible church if they would let us 
use a meeting room gratis, because we are a community organization for the betterment of 
Eastgate. Churches are another possibility, which may be willing to let us meet, for the same 
reason. Who has a relationship with a local church and can inquire? 
  
  
NEW BUSINESS 
  
Carol told us that Bridle Trails Community has an annual Night Out as its signature event. Carol 
brought us their flyer to show the terrific event they put on, as something for us to aspire to. It 
is attached. 
  
The meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm. 
 


