Two of us from Garden Dale attended the meeting at Harbison Center Thursday, August 30, and want to share what we learned.  In this case, I am borrowing from the Whitehall Website, which features a very thorough sysnpsis.  You can log onto the Harbison Center website for further information and possible bus transportation to the hearing.  


  


The following are excerpts from Whitehall notice:  





Gentlemen's Club Timeline


UPDATE August 30, 2018


�Come to the hearing


 


We need to have a crowd at the September 11 hearing on the strip club’s alcohol license request. Anyone may attend the hearing as an observer. A strong showing will make a statement to the judge. 


 


Tuesday, September 11, beginning at 10 a.m.


Edgar Brown Building


1205 Pendleton Street, on the southeast corner of the State House grounds


 


Several public parking garages are available within a few blocks, including one at the corner of Lady Street and Assembly Street, and others on Park Street and on Lady Street in the Vista. Allow time to park and walk, and to go through security at the Brown Building. 


 


The Whitehall HOA is looking into the possibility of providing a bus to the hearing. If you would be interested, please click Contact Us to let us know. We’ll get back to you with details, if there is enough interest to justify it.  Harbison is also looking into hiring a couple of coaches for the day.  





 For possible speakers at the hearing 


 


Individuals who filed valid protest letters (the “protestants”) have the opportunity to speak at the hearing. However, the hearing notice said, "... due to the large number of Protestants, the Court cannot hear from each individual Protestant," and urged protestants to coordinate our arguments, and to select designated presenters. 


 


Rep. Chip Huggins and attorney Drew Richardson are working to help coordinate the presentations. Mr. Richardson, an attorney with McAngus Goudelock and Courie, had previously been a staff attorney with the SC Department of Revenue for years, and has been involved in hundreds of such hearings.


 


He told a meeting of Harbison and Whitehall residents on August 30 that, in his experience, statements of deeply-held beliefs and factual arguments both carry weight with the court. 


 


If you are a “valid protestant” and would like to coordinate with others to be sure your beliefs and objections are presented – whether by yourself or by others – please click Contact Us to let us know as soon as possible. Include your name and contact information, and provide a very brief overview of the main points you believe should be presented at the hearing.


 


Historic protest





 Because of expected audience size, the court plans to offer an observation room with streaming video of the court proceedings. Mr. Richardson commented that the volume of protest letters was the largest ever handled by the Administrative Law Court.� 


UPDATE July 20, 2018: The Administrative Law Court notified valid protestants that the hearing will be September 11, 2018.





However, well over 200 valid protests were received. The Administrative Law courtroom is small and the hearing time is limited. The court encouraged protestants to coordinate their arguments, and to choose representatives to present the arguments at the hearing.


 


* The Department of Revenue's validation of a protest is an evaluation of the completeness of a protest filing, not of the merits of its argument. If required information was missing, or if you said you would not attend a hearing, your protest was discarded, and you would not have received a hearing notification packet.


 


UPDATE May 2018: The alcoholic beverage license application has been denied. But the fight is not won.


 


The applicant may choose to protest the denial, or may change the business model so as to skirt the need for an alcohol license. Other possibilities are under discussion. The Whitehall HOA will try to keep this page current, as verifiable facts are made available.


 


We offer here information about the proposed club, and a timeline of activities in the effort to prevent such a business from being allowed in our area. 


 


Location�
Development plans�
Beverage license protests�
Timeline          �
�
Where is the proposed strip club?


 


The undeveloped property is on Fernandina Road at the I-26 / Piney Grove Road interchange, Exit 104. It is within sight of Costco, Quality Inn, Northern Tools, Green's Discount Liquors and other businesses. The Harbison shopping area is one mile away, at Exit 103. 


 


The property straddles the Richland-Lexington county line, introducing uncertainties about law enforcement jurisdiction, zoning, permits and licenses, etc. 





 � INCLUDEPICTURE  "http://www.whitehallhoa.org/editor_upload/Image/Club-map.png" \d���





Plans for the club


 


The property owner has indicated that he intends to build the club on the Lexington County portion of the plot. A "zoning and landscape application/site plan review" has been submitted to Lexington County.


 


Lexington County's zoning department says that the current zoning of the property allows for a sexually oriented business. If the business meets the requirements of the existing zoning, the plans will be approved internally, without a public comment period. 


 


Read the definitions and requirements for sexually oriented businesses.


 


rotests to the alcohol permit request


 


Alcoholic Beverage Licenses (ABL) are administered by the SC Department of Revenue. An ABL request has many steps to be considered, including a background check of the requestor, examination of the physical premises, etc. The license requestor can withdraw the request, or it can be denied by the Department of Revenue, or a protested request may be referred to the Administrative Law Court for a hearing.


 


The public may send written protests by a stated deadline - in this case, by March 28, 2018. Each protest must include certain information, such as the name and other information about the license requestor, location of the proposed business, name and contact information of the protestor, the reasons for his/her protest, and an indicator of whether the protestor will attend a hearing, if one is called. 


 


A valid protest is one which meets all of these requirements, without regard for the merits of the argument in the protest. (That determination is reserved for a hearing, if needed, in the Administrative Law Court.) A protest is discarded if any required information is missing, or if the protestor indicates he/she will not attend a hearing. 


�If a hearing is called, the SC Department of Revenue will contact anyone who sent a legally-valid protest. Protestors are notified of the hearing date and time, and asked if they will attend the hearing, where they have an opportunity to present evidence. As a protestor, if you indicate that you will not attend, your protest is discarded. If you indicate that you will attend the hearing, you are expected to be there, and are subject to fines if you fail to appear. 


 


See the Department of Revenue's information about ABL requests


 


Timeline


 


A “zoning and landscape application/site plan review” was filed with Lexington County. 


 


An Alcoholic Beverage License (ABL) was requested from the SC Department of Revenue, for undeveloped property at 4029 Fernandina Road. The request was made by WKSC, LLC.


 


Early in March 2018, the public became aware of plans to establish a strip club at 4029 Fernandina Road, near the interchange of I-26 and Piney Grove Road. An immediate groundswell of opposition resulted.


  


Rep. Chip Huggins's (SC House District 85) protest letter, March 23, 2018


May 2018: The SC Department of Revenue has denied the application, based on the more than 200 public protests received, and on proximity to other particular businesses. When/If a hearing is scheduled at the Administrative Law Court, "protestants" (those who submitted legally-valid protests) will be notified of the hearing date and offered the opportunity to attend and speak.


 


July 19, 2018: Notification of the September 11 hearing date was sent by the Administrative Law Court to valid protestants. 





