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SANTA MONICA CANYON CIVIC ASSOCIATION 

Board Minutes 

March 14, 2017 

Recorded by: Lori Todd 

Attending: Lisa Bittan, Steve Boyers, Melissa Campos, A.C. Chaudhry, Sharon 

Kilbride, Emile Levisetti, Henry Lichstein, Isabelle Mizrahi, Marise Relfe, Natalie 

Schaefler, Lori Todd, Debbie Warfel, Marilyn Wexler, Cynthia Winter, George Wolfberg  

Excused: Mark Landay, Wes Hough, Amy Hopper, Ron Staake 

Absent:  Deborah Castleman, Carrie Frazier  

Guests: Page Barnes, Nancy Frey, Mary Beth Thomas, Cathy Russell, Kevin 
Wallentine, Ruchira Garg 

Meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by President Marilyn Wexler. 

Minutes February 22, 2017:  

Minutes from February 22, 2017 were deemed approved.  

Treasurer’s Report:  

Ron Staake submitted the following report after the meeting:  

Checking $  14,219.43 

Savings 26,622.76 

Total $  40,842.19 

Grove balance $    4,899.49 

Aircraft noise $  12,196.66 

Courtyard $       794.03 

Current paid/voting membership is 265. 

Park Update — Page Barnes reported on the shed beside the tennis courts that used 
to be a storage shed, but has now been improved for uses possibly including a mini-
pro shop and snack provider, but uses are subject to city approval and have not been 
determined. She reported that the old Holiday Boutique is being replaced with craft 
activities.  A great day of arts and crafts, a moon bounce, face painting, games, prizes, 
egg hunts, shopping, and more will take place on April 15th. The Spring Festival is 
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from 11am-2pm and the Rustic Crafters' Fair is from 11am-4pm.  Paige briefly 
mentioned possible needed building improvements. 

Boca Report — Marilyn Wexler reported that there is a membership drive right now for 

BOCA, and also that SMCCA will donate $2,000 to PPTFH in support of the two 

homeless outreach counselors.  There is $75,000 is still to be raised. 

Committee Reports 

 Nominating Committee – Marise Relfe said that there are four board 

vacancies. Cathy Russell has said she would accept a Board position, Julie 

Silliman will return this July, and Nancy Frey, Samantha Bricker, Marybeth 

Brundage and Ruchira Garg also are all interested in discussing the positions.  

 Traffic, Entrada Sidewalk update – Henry Lichtenstein discussed a problem 

where the new sidewalk level does not follow the adjacent street level. He 
said the crew working on the sidewalk explained that they created the 

sidewalk to the new required grade, but the street tracks the grade of the old 
existing street.  George Wolfberg remarked that the street will be ground 
down to correct the existing deficient geometry of the curve.  This work, along 

with repaving is scheduled to take place in April and will cure the problem. 
 

 Homeless Task Force – Sharon Kilbride reported that the Homeless Count 
of January 2017 showed a 50% reduction in the homeless in our area 
compared with last year’s count. This February, 48 citations were issued by 
the Beach Patrol, mostly at Sunset and PCH, many enforcing new regulations 
regarding living in vehicles. The Homeless Task Force meeting April 3, 7-8:30 
pm at the Palisades Library will address panhandling issues.  She told three 
success stories of outreach to homeless citizens; two were hired by Von’s, 
and one Norwegian citizen is being assisted in her return to Norway with her 
birth family. 

 

 PPCC Report – Cathy Russell reported on the two new temporary power 
stations that have been installed over the objections of the neighbors, but they 
are necessary and less objectionable than than the proposed permanent 
station beside the Marquez Elementary school. She also reported that the 
Palisades Library will soon have a used bookstore built within the existing 
building footprint. The new favility will be about the same size as the former 
Village Bookstore and book sales will raise money for the Library. She also 
reported that Lou Kramer is organizing a cleanup a week from Sunday at 
Chautauqua in the no-walk area near the beach 

 

 School Report – Mark will give us the full report, but the school wants our 
local police under Michael Moore to enforce parking and drop-off violations by 
parents at Canyon School that are adversely affecting Entrada traffic 

 

 PCH Task Force – George Wolfberg reminded the board that the task force 
provides a venue for police, interested citizens and elected representatives for 
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the areas from the McClure Tunnel up to Ventura to meet in one room to 
discuss their common traffic and safety issues. 

 

 Aircraft Noise Update – Debbie Warfel said there is nothing new to report 
while the FAA completes a study made March 1-3, 2017 testing new flight 
patterns. She said she now has a noise monitoring device installed in her 
back yard. Samantha Bricker is heading the effort. 

 

 

Adjourned at 8:20 pm.  

 

Next meeting will be April 18, 2017 

 

Annual Meeting will be May 9, speakers include Councilman 
Mike Bonin and Historian Randy Young. 


