
Mansion Farm Maintenance Corporation 

Community  Meeting 

February 13, 2017 

With a small attendance of 30 families, the Mansion Farms Maintenance Corporation was called to 

order at 7:10 p.m. at Troop 2 on Pulaski Highway on October 17, 2016 by President of the Board 

Roger McClurg.  Board members in attendance were Jean Amundsen, Vice-President and Deeds;  

was Brendan Powers, Treasurer; Karen Kambestad, Secretary; Michael Maricich, Landscape and 

Ponds Director;  and Ray Ward, Member.   

BUSINESS:  

1.  Treasurers Report : 

Brendan Powers handed out the 2016 Closeout Budget Report and the 2017 Budget Plan to the 

attendees.   He indicated that there are now 403 homeowners who have paid their dues, leaving 

another 10 still outstanding.  Of those, three have had judgments issued against them with interest 

incurring until paid.   The Board will have to determine whether to get further legal action on two of 

these homeowners who are substantially overdue.    The Board is currently looking for attorneys to 

advise on this situation. 

As the closeout report indicates, the Board was able stay under budget this year.   The attendee's 

questioned why such a high reserve.  Brendan informed everyone that is a requirement to have 

$15,000 in reserves at all times.   Roger McClurg continued to address that if anything goes wrong 

with the ponds that it will be substantially expensive to repair.    

Other concerns: 

 A.  Landscape: the attendees thought that the landscape service doesn't seem to do as good 

 a job as in the past.   Many members of the Board address this, in that the previous Boards 

 were spending more than $45,000 on this expense, so we bid to obtain a lower cost  with a 

 licensed/bonded company to provide some landscaping, grass cutting and mulching.  

 Michael Maricich told the attendees that grass clippings is not part of this service.       

 B.  Tree and shrub replacement took Karen Kambestad hours of research to determine 

 that the Board no longer required the current landscaping and can now make some 

 adjustments, so this is now a line item.  The current landscape company can do some of 

 these items but the Board found a tree company to be able to provide some of the services 

 cheaper. 

 C.  Parking pads seem to be an expense that will be an issue for a few years.  This year the 

 Board needed to replace a 2 car lot pad on Mystic; a 4 car lot pad on Summerthru; and 3 car 

 pad and sidewalks near a mailbox pickup on Mandalay due to the safety of homeowners  

 and vehicles.   Next year plan is try to repair only but this has not been bid for yet. 



 D.  Pond Maintenance plan last year was to try for every other month expenses but after 

 Michael Maricich researched, it was discovered that in order to met  the New Castle County 

 requirements we contracted monthly with an annual report to file to the county.   He was 

 able to find the company, SOlitude Lake Management Service that was highly recommended 

 and works with the county on all reports.  Next year's budget reflect an entire year's 

 expense.   Ponds will become a concern in the coming  years due to the cement supports 

 which could be as expensive as $80,000 per Pond.  Councilman, William Powers said this 

 was under the  special services department and if we need assistance on these items to 

 contact his office.   Other concerns for the coming  year will be the required landscaping 

 around these ponds.    Neighbors must not cut the tall grass nor dump waste in or around 

 these areas because this cost more expenses, also the tall grass helps with geese control.   

 One of the attendees suggested that the Board consider staking the pond area around the 

 tall grass to assist in this project.   

 E.  Insurance was re-evaluated for the coming year by Brendan with a savings of $200.00. 

2.  Landscaping Report: 

Continue the meeting, Michael Maricich responded to the work he has been doing on some of these 

budget items.   He is responsible for all the bids and contracts for many of these items. and shortly 

landscaping bids will be required for next year.    

Currently, he is working with the snow removal company to assist with this winter's needs.  The 

state reimburses part of the expense for snow fall over 4 inches but not for snow accumulations 

under 4 inches or ice.    Next year the Board will request from DelDot more sand containers for our 

development so that homeowners can assist with icy roads.    

Signs were installed for dumping rules and next year new neighborhood signs are planned. 

Playground swings will be repaired/replaced this coming spring. 

3.  Deed Report: 

Jean Amundsen reported that there several Solar Panel requests this year.  That it is important that 

all contractor information be submitted for this approval. 

Fencing diagrams must be more accurate.  This year some homeowners had drawings that exceed 

their property lines and we requested to resubmit.   Attendees asked why it is only post and rail 

wood and not one of the more modern fences.   The Board responded that it was on a vote a year 

ago but the homeowners did not approve.  The Board requested that if a homeowner has a plan or 

fence in which we should try to re-vote, please submit so we can try again. 

On the voting today, there is a clarification statement for portable basketball goals.   

Several complaints have been on dog's mess and failure to clean up.  The Board addressed this in 

the newsletter, but please be a good neighbor and clean up. 



4.  Voting: 

Roger McClurg informed everyone that ballots were at the rear of the room.  If you sent in a proxy, 

no need to vote again.  However if you did not respond to the deed questions feel free to vote now.  

Changes are that Dorothy Porter has declined the nomination but Weldon Spellman has accepted 

the nomination to serve. 

Voting results will be confirmed at the Board's next meeting in March. 

5.  Waste Companies - attendees asked whether the Board had made the agreement that the Waste 

Industries indicated we need to adjust the bills.    The Board said we do not make agreements with 

waste companies, but a Board member did call and they were wiling to adjust if the homeowner 

called.  There are no agreements with any waste companies. 

 Guest Introductions and Discussions: 

A.  State of Delaware Representative Earl Jaques was introduced to the attendees who in turn 

introduced Richard Palmer, DelDot Project Manager for Howell School Road Project.    Richard 

said that he brought the current book of plans for this project and they are on the rear table.   

This $8 million project is currently 150 days delayed.  Most of the delays have been from the utility 

companies.    Currently Verizon is installing taller poles and sewer and drainage is under 

construction.    

Access plans are: 

 1.  Approximately May, paving will be done on the exit to 896 which will require that west 

bond to 896 from RC Peoples Drive will be shut down for about 4 weeks. 

 2.  The Round-a-bout will begin its construction approximately July which will require 

closing east bound to 72 to be shut down for until complete approximately December 2017.  

Alternate entrance and exit is being established in front of the farmhouse.   

 3.  Traffic control has been notified concerning the 896 access signal light to Howell school 

road being able to only let 3 cars cross.  No guarantees that will be adjusted due to the other 

detours in this area.   

 4,  At this time Howell School Road going east to 72 is not planned to be widened the road.  

Attendees asked Earl Jaques to request this.   Also it was requested that street lights be installed 

along Howell School Road for safety especially around the Round-a-bout. 

 5.  Speed limit will be 35 mph along Howell School Road after the construction is completed. 

 

Rich tried to claim that the reason for these plans were due to Traffic Reports of accidents in our 

development onto Howell School.  All attendees claimed this was false information and to stop 

using this as the reason for these plans.    



B.  William Powers, , Councilman for Sixth District, was then introduced to continue the discussion.  

He said that alternate road access via Woods and via 896 were approved, however, both were plans 

attached to developments.   Neither have been completed to date.   

Any concern with your development and New Castle County please contact him to help 

 

After no further discussion, Roger reminded everyone that HOA fees are due March 1, 2017 and 

thanked all who attended and the meeting ended at 9:05 p.m.  

 

 

Election Results: 

Roger McClurg , Ray Ward and Maureen McCaffery were voted to the board.   There were several 

write-in votes that the board will contact these individuals and offer to serve on the board. 

Deed changes: 

1.   Annual Dues increase to $200 did not receive the 2/3 of submitted ballots in favor.  No increase 

at this time. 

2.  Amending the deed restrictions successfully passed to read Deed Restriction Changes: 

 Article 1, section 18: Re: Temporary Basketball Goals has been amended to read as 
 follows: "No basketball goals shall be erected, placed or maintained on any lot at any 
 time,  except for: (i) a maximum of one permanently installed goal located in the rear 
 yard of  each lot, or (ii) temporary basketball goals that are removed if not used or to 
 be used for  (48) forty-eight hours.  These temporary goals must be moved to a 
 location within the garage, at the side of the home or rear of the home." 
 

The Board will submit the change to the record of deeds as  soon as possible. 

Thank you for your participation. 

 

 

 

Website:  http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/Mansion_Farm    

Mansion Farm/Caravel Woods  Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/192734977519486/.   



 

 

 

 

 

 


