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Westfort Alliance noted for its rich history
By Ana Ley Updated 6:05 pm, Friday, March 25, 2011 
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Don't blink as you drive past Westfort Alliance on Broadway — you'll miss it.

Just four streets wide, this tiny residential community is tucked between the boundaries of Fort Sam Houston just northeast of downtown 

and across the street from the Brackenridge Park Municipal Golf Course. Residents know it better simply as Westfort.

“I basically could tell you the name of every person on my street,” said Meggan Partain, president of the Westfort Alliance Neighborhood 
Association. “It's a very small, close-knit community.”

, a real estate agent who lives in the neighborhood, said the area is a good alternative from the hustle and bustle — and traffic 

Knapp said the community has a diverse mix with “every one of every profession.”
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Meggan Partain, president of the Westford Alliance Neighborhood Association, lives in a Craftsman-style bungalow built in 1915.
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“The people are friendly,” Knapp said.

Composed of Cunningham Avenue, Brahan Boulevard, Army Boulevard and Post Avenue, the area was first developed in the early 1900s as 

two communities named Narcissa Place and Army Terrace. In May 1997, the city adopted a plan to meld the two communities into one 

and rename it Westfort Alliance.

Narcissa Place was developed by Col. E.H. Cunningham in 1909 and included lots on Cunningham Avenue, Brahan Boulevard and the 

south side of Army Boulevard. He likely named his streets after his wife, Narcissa Brahan Cunningham.
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Cunningham would later own the Sugar Land plantation near Houston.

That same year, James H. Kirkpatrick developed Army Terrace, which included the north side of Army Boulevard and both sides of Post 

Avenue.

The former home of Cunningham's daughter, Eve, eventually became U.S. Army nurse quarters after the entry of the United States into 

World War I, according to the neighborhood association. Sometime in the 1920s, the house was demolished and the land was sold in lots.

Today the neighborhood is made up of a variety of early 20th century residential styles such as Classic Revival, Queen Anne and 

Craftsman-style bungalows. The neighborhood has single-family homes as well as multi-dwelling units.

Partain, for example, lives in a Craftsman-style bungalow built in 1915. It has a large screened front porch flanked by stone pillars, and her 

living room has a dining room with stained glass windows and hardwood floors.

Homes in the area generally sell from under $200,000 for homes “needing some attention” to the upper $300,000s for something renovated, 

Knapp said. It is served by the San Antonio Independent School District.

Cookie MacLeod, who has lived in Westfort for more than 30 years, said the neighborhood has gone through lots of transitions since she 

moved there. Before a neighborhood watch was formed in the 1990s, residents there complained about crime.

“Now it's a great neighborhood,” MacLeod said. “All that has been cleaned up.”

MacLeod said she and her husband first found Westfort by accident. They were driving home from work at Fort Sam when they took a 

wrong turn.

“I worked right inside the gate here,” MacLeod said. “We saw a rent sign and moved in. We rented for a year before we bought the house.”

Page 2 of 3Westfort Alliance noted for its rich history - San Antonio Express-News

4/15/2016http://www.mysanantonio.com/real_estate/article/Tiny-area-noted-for-its-rich-history-1306...



Partain said the neighborhood is attempting to become a neighborhood conservation district through the city of San Antonio. If the 

community is deemed a neighborhood conservation district, the city and residents would set design guidelines that address aspects such 

as building height, size, massing, signage and building orientation.

“We initially surveyed every home and property owner on the neighborhood,” Partain said. “We're trying to determine what characteristics 

exist here, such as building materials, so that we can sit down as a neighborhood and decide how we feel about it. We want to maintain 

some character elements and make sure new construction blends into the neighborhood to make it a little more cohesive.”

She said the designation would help residents promote their neighborhood and showcase what makes it unique. The neighborhood 

association hopes to complete the process by June.

“We want to define the cool things that are here and preserve those,” she said. “We want to promote the character of the homes.”
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