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OFFICERS PRESENT: Corinne Stefanick, President; Gail Hoffnagle, Vice President;
Eric Norberg, Secretary

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Elaine O’Keefe; Nanci Champlin, Miriam Erb,
Nancy Walsh; Bob Burkholder; David Schoellhamer; Joel Leib, Steve Szigethy

President Stefanick called the meeting to order promptly at the publicly-announced hour of
7:00 p.m., and began the meeting by asking for self-introductions from the eleven Board
members present, as well as the eleven spectators around the room.

She explained the single purpose of this announced Special Board Meeting: To hear and
consider adopting the proposed Land Use Committee testimony on four Portland
Comprehensive Plan Amendments.

Stefanick introduced Board Member David Schoellhamer, the Chair of the SMILE Land Use
Committee, to present the four items of proposed testimony for consideration by the Board,
summarized in the distributed agenda. The Board will vote to adopt or reject each proposed
item of testimony after it is presented.

Schoellhamer used a slide projector to illustrate the issues and show the designated areas
affected by the proposals upon which testimony is to be given.

The first item of testimony presented was in opposition to Commissioner Saltzman’s
Amendment 12, which would retain exceptionally high density in north Westmoreland.
After Schoellhamer’s presentation explaining the issue and illustrating its effect, Steve
Szigethy recalled the lengthy process that SMILE had gone through, involving the residents
of the area, to arrive at the compromise downzoning in this area that both the Portland
Bureau of Planning and Sustainability and SMILE had approved, and which this amendment
would partially negate. According to his staff, it was introduced by Commissioner Saltzman
as a favor to a landowner in the parcel, who also reportedly happens to be on the Planning
Commission – and his staff added that Saltzman himself might not vote for this proposed
amendment. Gail Hoffnagle moved SMILE adopt this testimony opposing Amendment 12;
Steve Szigethy seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

Schoellhamer went on to present slides and information on the second item of proposed
testimony, requested by Brummell Enterprises, and affecting some of their own properties in
Sellwood. This request was the basis for Mayor Hales’ Amendment 35, to expand mixed-use
development onto narrow residential streets on both sides of two sections of S.E. 17th



Avenue. This proposal by Brummell was introduced very late in the Comprehensive Plan
process, and initially SMILE filed testimony on it taking no position – citing, as a reason, the
lateness of the proposal, which did not allow for any public process, giving SMILE no input
from the affected community about it. Since then SMILE has had plenty of public process;
and as a result of it, the Land Use Committee voted to oppose this amendment, and
recommended that the SMILE Board adopt that position. There followed some general
discussion by Board members. Steve Szigethy said that he believed this proposal amounted
to “spot zoning” – zoning to accommodate a single landowner. Making a motion to adopt
the proposed testimony in opposition to this amendment was Eric Norberg, and Bob
Burkholder seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Schoellhamer next presented slides in illustration and explanation of the issue involved in
Commissioner Novick’s Amendment 24 – to increase residential density just south of
Westmoreland Park and just north of S.E. Tacoma Street, near McLoughlin Boulevard and
the Tacoma Street Light Rail Station. This Amendment would reduce the residential zoning
from R5 to R2 in this fairly small defined area. Schoellhamer pointed out that this change
would be compatible with the R2 zoning already in place for most of the rest of Sellwood.
Any development arising from this zoning change would still have to provide parking, under
this zoning designation. “The Land Use Committee believes this is a reasonable proposal,”
Schoellhamer summarized. Miriam Erb made a motion for the SMILE Board to adopt the
proposed testimony in favor of Amendment 24; Nancy Walsh seconded the motion, which
then passed unanimously.

Finally, Schoellhamer introduced Nanci Champlin to explain the issue reflecting Mayor
Hales’ Amendment 56, which would designate a portion of the “Sellwood Gap” section of
the Springwater Corridor Trail as “open space” instead of “residential”, which is its current
zoning. The land in question is owned by Metro, and was acquired for “open space”
purposes, but Metro policy is apparently not to ask for a zoning change while it is still
involved in working on the space it acquired. SMILE is bound by no such policy, and the
Land Use Committee believes the land’s zoning should reflect the land’s current and planned
use as soon as possible. The SMILE position emerged from its extensive public process
involving this section of the trail, it was pointed out. Nanci Champlin introduced a motion
to adopt the proposed testimony in favor of Amendment 56, and Nancy Walsh seconded
the motion, which then passed unanimously.

The meeting ended with Schoellhamer repeating, for the information of those present, the
timeline for the upcoming City Council hearings, for which these four items of testimony
were adopted by the SMILE Board.

Nancy Walsh moved the Special Board Meeting be adjourned, and Gail Hoffnagle seconded
the motion. The motion carried unanimously at 8:01 p.m.


