Allentown Presidents’ Council (APC) Minutes for January 21, 2016
Allentown Presidents’ Council Meeting 7pm

Allentown City Hall, 5th floor, 435 Hamilton Street, Allentown, Pa
Discrimination Clause-

The Allentown Presidents’ Council (Name of the Neighborhood Group) will not discriminate against individuals or groups on the bases of race, religion, color, sex, age, disability, national origin, sexual orientation, income, or political affiliation in any of its policies, recommendations or actions.

Attendees: 13
Brian Engler

Patti Engler

Dennis Pearson

Ruthann Phillips

Richard Wilburn
David Keshl

Janet Keshl

Marlene Granitz

Candida Aff (Allentown Council woman)

Capt. Daniel Wiedemann (APD)

Sheriff Joe Hanna

Eric Weiss - Speaker  “Allentown Residents Conservator Corporation”, a 501(c)(3) non-profit – tool to flight blight.

                    

e-mail: EricDWeiss@PTD.NET
►Minutes December 2015  -approved

A motion to approve the December 17, 2015 meeting minutes with corrections for name spellings was approved by common consent.

►Treasurer’s Report December 2015  -approved
December reported Balance was $5,106, which includes police fund


►Treasurer’s Report - January

January Balances & transaction



Police Fund $582



APC checking $4,309.53



Expense subtracted in January: $214.47 for advertising of APC incorporation  

►APC Incorporation Update

Dennis reported

- As required by PA law, APC advertised its incorporation in the Morning Call & Lehigh County Law Journal
-  APC ein# has old address; therefore Dennis will correct address with IRS
► Sherriff Joe Hanna
Newly elected; took office January 4, 2016

Plan for community out-reach  

- PowerPoint presentation: Function of Sheriff, Role in community, statistics, etc.

- will contact every neighborhood president to plan to attend neighborhood meeting

►Banquet Update by Patti Engler       pattiengler@hotmail.com


]
Date: Thursday April  21, 2016

Location: Fearless Fire Hall,  1221 S Front St, Allentown, PA 18103
Price:$28-actual cost of food at Fearless; does not include estimated $300 hall rental

Need Tax Exempt Certificate to present to Fearless


APC does not have Sales Tax Exempt Certificate (T-E-C)

Hanna suggests contact Fran Dougherty for assistance with T-E-C
Special thanks:  Members in attendance expressed appreciation to Patti Engler for her great organizational effort for this banquet!
Tickets now available 

Banquet $28  
(write Neighborhood Group on reverse of ticket & submit name in advance to facilitate seating at banquet)

Deadline for Banquet Ticket purchases: April 1

50/50 chances
@ $1.  

Contact  David or Janet Keshl 610.791.1816
E-mail:  libertyrecycling@rcn.com , jdk4114@gmail.com 



Special thanks to Keshl’s for ticket management

Tickets printed compliments of “Budget Instant Print”
Cake donated by “Super Food Market” 
Nominations – Deadline March 17

Need names (check spelling & present to Patti Engler [pattiengler@hotmail.com])  for:


Leonard Buck Award (2)



Certificate of Appreciation >18yrs of age (2) each neighborhood group
Ideas for Banquet Speaker


“Project Life Saver”  (tracking device)


Or Joe Hanna


Or  ?  make another suggestion at February meeting.

►Speaker Eric Weiss on Allentown Residents Conservatorship Corp (ARCC)
Based on 2008 PA Act for Abandoned and Blighted Properties

ARCC is incorporated as PA non-profit

- Concept: similar to receivership but based on response to petitions from local residents to eliminate neighborhood blight.

- Judge may designate conservator who hires contractors to bring property into compliance, then costs recovered by sale of property.

AIM: take steps against blight

· Present properties before ARCC board

        Steps achieved to date:

· April 15, 2015 two banks agreed to loan $25,000 for ARCC one house rehabilitation

·  ARCC investigated & selected property in Jordan Heights Neighborhood (Law St) 
· ARCC needs active person or team to spearhead program
· ARCC board available, but not met since Ernie ‘s death

· Eric Weiss was advisor to Ernie

Assistance needed to keep ARCC  active:

· Mr. Weiss suggests Allentown Presidents’ Council appoint subcommittee

·  need group of residents; who are willing to work through process. 

· need Executive Director to make administrative decisions 
Contact Eric Weiss for more ARCC details and background; e-mail: EricDWeiss@PTD.NET
Discussion 

Brian Engler suggests: Draft letter & send to every group.  

Follow up with personal contact.

Patti Engler – disagrees with ARCC project.
Richard Wilburn – agrees that Allentown Presidents’ council should be involved.
Marlene Granitz – agrees that ARCC encourages valuable local resident voice and is a vital compliment to city programs to combat blight and Allentown Presidents’ council should be involved.


Suggestions
Personally contact Julian Kern – Tenants Association

Personally contact Ken Heffenraeger   
kenheffentrager13@gmail.com     610.972.0926

►Police

 
PSA1 East Side
Capt Wiedemann ( 21 yrs with APD); former South side sergeant

APD promotions



Glenn Dorney – assistant chief



Gail Struss- assistant chief



Richard Linden – administrative captain
►Neighborhood concerns


Forensic Technical Services (Industrial)

· counselor of sexual offenses

· adjoins residential neighborhood; formerly on cedar crest blvd

Suggestion Ask Barbara Nemeth @ Zoning to send Neighborhood groups info on upcoming zoning hearings

►Neighborhood concerns


Van Buren & E. Tremont:  

suspicious person wants access to home computer to check electric bills

Mountainville: suspicious contractor for windows

►Traffic Concerns


American Parkway & Front during 4-6pm dangerous intersection

Capt Wiedemann says: City Traffic engineer reports that PennDot dictates

Good Now – Airport Rd  & Basin street

Upcoming – redecking of Tilghman St bridge

►Upcoming


Midway meeting Feb 1


East Allentown Feb 15

►Motion to Adjourn
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