
Allentown Presidents’ Council (APC) Minutes

August 20, 2015
Attendees: _9_ neighborhood presidents & attendees
Allentown City Hall, 5th floor

435 Hamilton Street, Allentown, Pa

Discrimination Clause-

The (Name of the Neighborhood Group) will not discriminate against individuals or groups on the bases of race, religion, color, sex, age, disability, national origin, sexual orientation, income, or political affiliation in any of its policies, recommendations or actions.
Allentown Presidents’ Council Meeting 7pm
►Pledge of Allegiance

►Dennis Pearson, President:
- reported presenting American Flags to new citizens at naturalization ceremony.
- reported on resignation of acting president Richard Wilburn

- brief summary of ACOPS (Allentown Citizens of Patrol)

- Allentown Residents Conservatorship Corporation (ARCC);

ARCC is Incorporated 
Mission: rehabbing houses with neighborhood input, to remediate blight & market property as owner occupies/owned; not rental.  This initiative follows the innovative Pennsylvania-approved Conservatorship program directives. 

Currently No guidance ; needs renewed commitment to encourage program success.

Have house selected on Law Street for ARCC rehab


Have commitment of funding from two banks for project

(See supplements below regarding ARCC from previous APC minutes)

►Discuss “incorporating” Allentown Presidents’ Council (APC)

- discussion: concern if permitted by President Council by-laws  (Pat Jackson)

- provided copy of by-laws (Pattty Engler)
- discussion: yes, incorporation could be permitted; nor restricted in APC by-laws.
-Allentown Presidents’ Council (APC) By-laws have wide-reaching wording that includes crime watch neighborhood groups and Associations (Richard Wilburn, former VP & Acting President)

- Reconfirmed to follow necessary steps to investigate “Incorporation of APC”

- Recommend to ask Gladys Wiles what steps are recommended to “incorporate” APC

- Motion to Incorporate Allentown Presidents’ Council (APC) - Approved; 

Motion: Marlene Granitz


Second: David Keshel


Abstain: Mary Douglas

►Introduction of Attendees:


Dennis Pearson, president (e-mail: dpearson@enter.net)
David Keshl, Janet Keshl


Pat Jackson


Ken Heffltrager


Jorge


Richard Wilburn


Mary Douglas (new: Rose Garden)


Marlene Granitz, secretary (e-mail: Granitz@alumni.upenn.edu)
►E-mail 

· all in attendance approve sharing their e-mail for APC business communication

· recommend using BCC (blind copy) for e-mail 

►Recommend changing checking account signers to remove Ernie Atyith (deceased) and adding


Dennis Person, President along with existing Treasurer, Ruthann 

Motion  2nd: Richard Wilburn
►Police Report by Capt Dorney

- Capt Dorney reports that he has been transferred from Center City to East Side.

- Crime Statistics for year-to date summarized. In addition, presentation of positive initiatives:


- 14,416 Business patrols to date.  

- This Center City Initiative benefited from $25,000 grant 

Bicycle patrols 4 hours every day of week; 7th st- Tilghman to Hamilton, can do 6th & 8th St
10 additional Trainee officers (week-long course); 9 certified for bike platoon

· Bike Patrol

· Now 50-60 officers certified to ride bike; ¼ of police force certified for bike patrol

· Have 3 motorcycles

· Need more bike racks to mount on patrol cars; only have 3-4 racks; Have 20+ bikes.
· Need body cameras.
· Capt Dorney asks if any funds left in Bike-Cop fundraiser.
· Dennis Pearson will ask Ruthann, Treasurer

·  “Ride Along Program”  details on police website. Application to ride with police must be notarized and have background check.

· Canine “Remi” is on police patrol ! 
· Total 5 dogs on Allentown Police; All 4 police platoons have dogs + 1 vice dog 
-“Junior Police Academy” – 1 week course. 

25 students in attendance; 12 students came back for advance course, 16 total in advance class.


- “Citizen Police Academy”  Tuesday & Thursday evening; 3 hrs

► Keshl - Mountainville30 report:


- Have “crime watch shirts. “This is effective promotion for volunteers”


- Tuesday, September 8, Bus Trip to Harrisburg $25, includes lunch. Contact: Keshl 
► East Side – urgent need at Food Bank, Moser Village
· very dedicated group of volunteers.
· provide: tutor for kids; works with poor to provide food & clothing.
► Norberto Domingez – manager Jordon Heights neighborhood (24 blocks) 

· “Citizens Park” Pocket Park  at 619 Chew Street (former Patricia Pressman home site)
· Wells Fargo will hold ribbon cutting 1st  week in September
· Ribbon Cutting :September 3, 2015
· see photos: http://photos.lehighvalleylive.com/4424/gallery/new_allentown_pocket_park_cele#/0 
· 2nd Week – dedication to Ernie

· Mural completed in 5 months; received mural training from Philadelphia muralist

· Community effort: 53 Jordon Heights residents approved park design & mural; 48 residents clean lot; 20 residents helped paint lower half of mural; 40 Wells Fargo volunteers helped with trees & plants

· Allentown Mural Arts

· 1st Mural project in Allentown was completed in 2004

· City Allentown requires permit & review by Economic Development & Police Department

► Phyllis Alexander – Save the date & spread the word: Sunday, 2-6:30pm November 1 “SUMMIT”


@ Building 21    Theme: “Connect, Learn, Do” 

Workshops: 6

e-mail: Phyllis.Alexander@allentownpa.gov
►Treasurer’s Report: none presented
►Motion to Adjourn  
Supplemental ARCC background from APC March 2015 minutes:

non-profit 501(c)(3) status; 
Neighborhood Driven; set up 2012

aim: remediate blight & market property as homeownership; not rental.

Properties vacant in center city: 395

Project plans $25,000 to rehabilitate. ARCC takes property owner to court; rehabilitates property; sell property to recoup costs & return better site to neighborhood.

Supplemental ARCC background from APC May 21, 2015 minutes:
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