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Board Minutes 

February 9, 2016 

Recorded by: Dawn Forrester 

Attending:  Melissa Campos, Deborah Castleman, Dawn Forrester, Carrie Frazier, 
Sharon Kilbride, Rachel Kuhnert, Isabelle Mizrahi, Natalie Schaefler, Dan Seaver, Julie 
Silliman, Lori Todd, David Wang, Marilyn Wexler, Cynthia Winter. 

Absent:  A.C. Chaudhry, Mike Deasy, Amy Hopper, Pelle Johansson. 

Excused:   Sara Boyers, Wesley Hough, Reese Relfe, Ron Staake, George Wolfberg 

Guests:  Mark Landay, Emile Levisetti, Zander Lichstein, Julie Rasgon, Cathy Russell, 
Sharon Shapiro 

Meeting was called to order at 7:07 by President Marilyn Wexler. 

Introductions: 

Minutes from January 12 deemed approved 

Treasurer’s report:  

Checking $11,411.62 

Savings 14,966.91 

Total $26,378.53 

Grove $3,980.57 

 

Park update:  Paige Barnes is the new park director. No update. 

BOCA:  No report. 

CD-11: Sharon Shapiro addressed the meeting and said that the county and the City 
approved a short term and long term housing strategy for the homeless. She also said 
that a week ago more permanent affordable housing was proposed to go onto the county 
owned land that is located at the MTA bus yard in Venice. Members expressed that they 
are not against housing for the homeless, however they did not think use of the MTA bus 
yard would be the most beneficial use of that property. 
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Sharon was asked when the City would trim trees on Sunset between Brooktree and 
Chautauqua as there was another accident at Brooktree and Sunset around 6pm on 
February 8th.  Sharon informed the board that the City does tree trimming in grids and 
that it is not known when our grid will be looked at. However if there are accidents she 
advised that people should report them so that the city knows the trees may be causing 
safety issues on the street for traffic.  

Committee Reports: 

 Entrada Sidewalk- City representatives met with the SMCCA Entrada Sidewalk 
Committee on January 21 to discuss the proposed sidewalk plan and construction 
may start in June. 

 Homelessness Task Force- Sharon Kilbride reported on the January 29th 
Homeless Count. She said that total number of homeless counted this year (88 
people total- 17 near the beach) is up 26% from last year. They think that this is 
due to the fact that the count started earlier than last year.  There will be a 
Homeless Task Force meeting on February 18th at the Palisades Public Library in 
the community room from 3-5pm. 

 Newsletter: The newsletter has been sent out. 

 Canyon School news: LAUSD proposed a temporary solution of placing bollards 
to stop cars from illegally driving down the right shoulder of Entrada to turn onto 
Amalfi.  Julie Rasgon will be the liason between the Canyon School and SMCCA 

 PPPC- Cathy Russell informed the board that the recent increase in noise from 
low-flying commercial aircraft has resulted in complaints from residents in Pacific 
Palisades, Santa Monica Canyon as well as in West LA, Mar Vista, Santa Monica 
and adjacent areas.  The PPCC has written a letter in support of addressing the 
FAA noise control issuers.  
The village Starbucks has submitted an application for a beer and wine license 
and the PPCC is asking that they answer more questions from the community 
regarding this. 
LADWP proposed temporary facilities to increase power capacity due to 
overloaded circuits in the Palisades. Marquez residents are opposed to placing 
the needed distribution on LADWP land next to Marquez school.  To reduce power 
outages during the coming months, LADWP will erect three temporary facilities.  
Cathy also briefed the board on the LA City blitz program to make minor repairs 
to neighborhood streets (see attachments 1-3) 

Old Business: Clubhouse restoration-no new report.  2016 Rustic Nights is 
scheduled for September 24. 

New Business: 

 Nominating committee:  Marilyn will send the nominating committee the 
information on board resignations, and how many vacancies we need to fill. 

Adjourned at 8:20pm. 

Next meeting March 8. 

Neighborhood Council Initiative 
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
 

1. What is the Neighborhood Council Initiative (“Blitz”)? 

o Mayor Garcetti and Bureau of Street Services collaborating to meet the Mayor’s 

goal of getting back to basics 
 

2. How is this program getting back to basics? 

o A pothole truck is assigned to work in a different Neighborhood Council (NC) every 

day. 

o Each Neighborhood Council receives personalized small asphalt repair service for a 

day 
 

3. How does this program work? 

o The Bureau’s Neighborhood Council Initiative Representative contacts an NC 

Executive Board via e-mail. 

o The e-mail informs the NC Exec Board of the date the work is going to take place, 

the format to use when submitting locations for inspection, and the last day to 

submit locations for inspection. 

o The locations submitted are inspected and repairs are scheduled. 
 

4. Who determines which locations will be addressed? 

o The NC Exec Board forwards its priorities to Street Services NC Initiative 

Representative. 

o The Bureau’s Representative determines which locations can be completed with the 

resources and time allocated. 

o The NC is informed which locations will be repaired. 
 

5. What resources are allocated for this program? 

o 1 small asphalt repair (SAR) truck, consisting of 2 workers and asphalt, is 

dispatched to repair neighborhood selected locations. 
 

6. What type of repairs can be addressed with this program? 

o Small asphalt repairs include: 

 Potholes and pop outs 

 Skin patching of eroded or cracked areas 

 Some sidewalk and curb repairs 

 Some repairs on concrete streets 
 

7. What happens in case of inclement weather? 

o In case of rain or inclement weather the neighborhood council is informed of 

cancellation and the work is rescheduled. 
 

8. Which neighborhood councils are involved? 

o Every NC is invited to participate in the program by submitting locations important to 

their neighborhood when they receive the notice from the Bureau’s Representative. 

CITY CONTACT PERSON:  Benny Carranza - (818) 974-5474 - bss.nci@lacity.org 

Bureau of Street Services 

mailto:bss.nci@lacity.org
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Neighborhood Council Initiative (“Blitz”) 

Suggestions and Guidelines 

 Select a liaison between your Neighborhood Council and Benny Carranza, 

Neighborhood Council Initiative Representative (bss.nci@lacity.org).  (818) 974-5474, 

NC Initiative business only, please. 

 Requests for the Neighborhood Council Initiative are submitted through the 

Neighborhood Council office 

 Request form 

o Only 15 addresses will be inspected per neighborhood council 

o Prioritize the locations by order of importance to your neighborhood 

o Street Services will address as many locations as possible with the resources 

allocated for the program (1 pothole truck) 

o If locations submitted do not qualify for the program you will be informed of the 

reason 

 Suggestions: 

o Select high visibility locations: 

 Parks, schools, churches, places people congregate 

o If possible, select locations which reduce travel time; less travel time for the 

truck equals higher production in the neighborhood 

o If you choose, we may be able to complete a slightly larger project in your 

neighborhood, this will be determined at the time of inspection 

o If excessive locations are submitted you may choose to use lottery process 

o Criteria used by some neighborhood councils 

 Crosswalks 

 Intersections 

 High volume alleys 

Submit locations by date requested 

o Allows inspection time and possible coordination with other programs or 

Departments, when applicable 
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