
  

 
UPCOMING 

EVENTS! 
Look for our distinctive yellow 
signs around Village East 
informing you of activities. The 
announcement signs are posted 
about a week in advance. 

 
 

Tuesday, March 1 

Winter Newsletter 
Articles Due 

 

December 16-22 

Holiday Lighting 
Contest 

 

Year-round 

Adopt-A-Street 
Cleanup 

 

VENA Monthly Meetings are 
open to all residents the third 
Thursday in JAN, APR, JUL, and 
SEP, at 7 pm in the Village East 
Community Elementary School 
library, 1433 S. Oakland St. (east 
main entrance). Come by and 

check it out! 

V illage East 
Update 

Fall 2015 

published by the Village East Neighborhood Association for its residents and friends 

VENA Annual Meeting Candidate Forum 
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                    President’s Letter 

 
  Steve Huffman 

  VENA President  
   

 
Hello Fellow Village Easters,  

Nice, Long Fall Finally Succumbs to Winter 

Winter finally showed up a little at a time. We had a late 
frost in October, then a couple of weeks of warmth then 
some snow and some more cold weather. I put my 
holiday decorations up and raked most of my leaves 
before the Thanksgiving snow. It warmed up again and 
melted all the snow and I finished getting my leaves up. 
Now it is going to snow again. Crazy weather! Or 
maybe just regular Colorado weather. I know many of 
you dread the thought of fighting with the cold and 
snow. It means we have to drive on it and someone has 
to clear away the snow. City code requires that the 
snow be removed or the home owner could face fines. 
Snow and ice must be removed within 24hours after a 
snowfall ends, and 48 hours after a snow emergency is 
declared by the city. To make an anonymous complaint 
about a property that has not been shoveled, call 
Access Aurora at 303-739-7000.  

Improving Economy Makes Upkeep Easier 

The condition of the neighborhood in continues to 
improve as the economy starts to turn around. We have 
very few vacant homes or homes under foreclosure. 
House sales have been so good that it is hard to be the 
first person to put down an offer a newly offered home. 
Good for the seller anyway. Collectively, we would like 
to show visitors how nice our neighborhood really is. It 
takes everyone’s cooperation to project this image. If 
you live near a neglected home please call code 
enforcement (Access Aurora 303-739-7000) and report 
the situation or maybe be a good neighbor and help out 
yourself. Thanks to all of you that take care of your 
homes. 

We continue to have several programs that help 
enhance the beauty of our community. The Adopt-A-
Street program (Steve Huffman, 303-369-6863) is made 
up of about 20 people that each pick up trash lying in 
and along several streets close to their homes.  One 
area we continue to have problems with is Jewell 
Avenue between Peoria and Oakland. It looks like most 
of that trash is coming from students going back and 
forth to Prairie and Overland. Please suggest to your 
children to be more conscientious about what they 
leave on the street. It’s not all students though. Several 
times we have had large items dumped there because 

someone is too lazy to dispose it properly. We can all 
help by picking up any trash that is found in front of our 
own or our neighbor’s homes. 

Annual VENA Meeting Gives Candidates Time 

Our annual meeting was October 13th at 7:00 PM at the 
Village East Elementary School. It was an opportunity to 
catch up on things in our neighborhood and to discuss 
any concerns you might have had. We had a forum to 
hear from candidates running for City Council. We 
invited our mayor Steve Hogan, and candidates for 
council: Debi Hunter Holen, Angela Lawson, Bob 
LeGare, Maya Wheeler, Joe Lewis and Charlie 
Richardson. They all attended the meeting and gave 
good presentations about themselves. It certainly 
helped me decide who to vote for.  Molly Markert, our 
outgoing city councilwoman was also present to answer 
any questions about Aurora. The meeting was attended 
by about 20 Village East Residents. Our current 
membership is 89 homes. We also had our board 
elections. All current board members are staying on. We 
published a printed newsletter and sent it out to each 
home before the meeting. It didn’t help with meeting 
attendance, but it did encourage many to pay their dues 
up. Our next meeting will be January 21st at Village East 
Elementary School at 7:00 PM. Steve Huffman was re-
elected as President; Greg Toler as Vice-President and 
Linda Metsger as Treasurer. Our new secretary is Ann 
Dougherty. Her husband John (Jack) is a new board 
member and will also be reviewing referrals from the 
city. We will be continuing the Holiday Lighting Contest, 
Yard of the Month Contest, Spring Cleanup and the 
Adopt – A – Street program. We have Officer Jenkins 
(303-739-6954) as our PAR Officer. He is also currently 
running our Neighborhood Watch Program. 

Yard of the Month Winners Recognized 

The winners of our Yard of the Month Contest were 
recognized at the annual meeting and presented with 
$25 gift certificates to Lowes. The winners were: 

 June – Kathleen and John Quinn at 1163 S. Oakland 
Street 

 July – Mary Chavez and Jim Seaman at 12017 E. 
Colorado Place 

 August – Arv and Gloria Vitols at 1692 S. Lansing 
Street 

 September – Justin and Michelle Bone at 11306 E. 
Arkansas Avenue  

Thanks again for your support,  
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Village East Neighborhood Association 
(VENA) Annual Meeting 2015 
The VENA Annual Meeting provides an easy hands-on opportunity to engage in local governance. Our country was 
founded on dispersing civic responsibility as broadly as possible. Our quarterly meetings, especially Annual meetings, 
exist to inform residents on local issues that may affect their households and property values, allow folks in shared 
communities a voice in their daily lives, and help decide what neighborhood services and events to sponsor and/or 
conduct. The Candidates’ Forum is appreciated for its contributions in creating informed voters and accountable 
politicians. VENA encourages all Village East residents to attend as many meetings as possible.    
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Yard of the Month Winners for September ‘15 

Those Darn Honeylocusts 
One of our neighborhood features is the mature 
landscaping and great shade trees that give character to 
our area. We love how they give some respite from the 
summer sun. 

But.....many years ago, the chosen trees to plant were 
Honeylocusts. The leaves from these trees are small, hard 
to rake, and compact like concrete when wet. Our street 
gutters and our house gutters are full of them as of this 
writing in November. I often take the leaf blower up on the  

 

roof to clear the gutters of honeylocust leaves so that they 
can drain the roof when our snow melts. 

I'd suggest our street gutters need a bit of leaf 
maintenance also. Those piles of leaves in our streets will 
eventually be washed down into the storm sewers and 
result in plugging. To help, my wife and I try to sweep or 
rake up the leaves in the street in front of our house. This 
past weekend, we got several trash bags of leaves out of 
the street, and free from our storm sewers. 

To keep the storm sewers happy, Village East neighbors 
should consider a periodic cleanup of street leaves.  

Good Things Happen When Everyone Pays Their VENA Dues! 

We had told you a little about the 
June, July and August winners in our 
previous newsletter, but had not yet 
chosen our September winners. 
Justin and Michelle Bone at 11306 
E. Arkansas Avenue, have lived in 
their home since 2009. They have no 
children, but do have two dogs, 
Macallan and Porter. Justin and 
Michelle share their duties keeping 
up with the landscaping. They 
removed a bunch of junipers from 
the front and back yards and 
replaced them with some ornamental 
grasses and made a nice sitting area 
in the front. There is a vegetable 
garden and a covered patio in the 
back. Justin works for the 
government and Michelle is a full 
time nursing student and EMT at 
Swedish Hospital.   

 

Flags of Diversity   Overland Homecoming Parade is 

representative of the World living in Village East.     
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VENA will once again sponsor a holiday lighting contest for 
the neighborhood. The winner will receive a free 
membership for one year, the honor of displaying a sign in 
their yard proclaiming them the winner of the best holiday 
display, and a $25.00 gift certificate from Target. Two 
runners-up will also be chosen. Lighting displays will be  

  

Fall Classic: Overland High School Homecoming Parade Route through VE 

https://www.auroragov.org 

https://nextdoor.com/ 

about_us/ 

Bored with the Pace of City Affairs? Join the City Board 
Looking for an opportunity to apply some work skills or a 
bit of free time to good use? Our city has several dozen 
volunteer openings on its Boards. The city of Aurora has 
28 boards, commissions, committees and/or authorities 
that are composed of volunteers appointed to the board or 
commission by city council. I find serving on a few boards 
is rewarding, and an opportunity to “give back” in my 
retirement years. 

The Boards are diverse and cover topics such as Building 
Codes, Seniors, Youth, Cultural, Historic Preservation, 
Veterans Affairs, etc. The job of board or commission 
members is crucial to the success of Aurora's  

 

representative government. By sharing their experience, 
expertise, and time, citizens provide valuable insight —
the citizen's point of view — to the operations of the city 
and city council's decision-making process. Boards and 
commissions review new and existing operations in 
specific areas and suggest an appropriate course of 
action to city management and city council. 

Most boards meet monthly, and for only a few hours. For 
a list of openings and application instructions please see 
the city’s site:   www.auroragov.org/CityHall/Boardsand 
Commissions/   
                                                            - Jack Dougherty 

HERE’S A BRIGHT IDEA – COMPETE IN VENA’S 
ANNUAL HOLIDAY LIGHTING CONTEST! 

judged by a VENA volunteer committee and will be judged 
on creativity, breadth and beauty. Judging will take place 
over the next week, so be sure to have your lights on. 
Winners will be announced at the VENA Monthly meeting 
January 21st, 2016. There will be an article in the next VE 
Update and pictures will be posted on the VENA website.  

Fall Classic: Overland High School Homecoming Parade Route through VE 

https://www.auroragov.org/LivingHere/Water/Conservation/WateringRestrictions/
https://nextdoor.com/about_us/
https://nextdoor.com/about_us/
http://www.auroragov.org/CityHall/BoardsandCommissions/
http://www.auroragov.org/CityHall/BoardsandCommissions/
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It’s easy for all VE residents (owners AND RENTERS) to 
stay informed. We just need your preferred: 

 Mailing name _____________________________________________ 

 Mailing address ___________________________________________ 

 E-mail address ____________________________________________ 

 A check for $15 dues made out to “VENA” (sorry, no credit cards) 

Help Us Contact 

You… 

 Please print out and CLEARLY complete this page, include check, and mail to: 
 

VENA Membership 
1155 S. Havana St. #11-373 
Aurora, CO 80012 

Newsletter e-mail reminders provided upon request. E-mail addresses NOT used for any other purpose. 
Contact the Treasurer (below) with any contact info updates. We’re trying for 100% participation among 

neighbors. Please send in TODAY. Thanks for your support of Village East! 

Bookmark Our Website: 
www.VillageEastAurora.org 

 
VENA Board of Directors 

 

Steve Huffman, President, 303-369-6863 
shuff110@comcast.net 

Greg Toler, Vice President, 303-755-4256 

Ann Dougherty, Secretary, 303-743-8411 

Linda Metsger, Treasurer, 303-696-6839 

Terry Snyder, VE Update Editor 303-696-6003 

Robin Bruce 303-751-3033 
Jack Dougherty 303-743-8411 
Barbara Goree 303-750-5063 
Dora Hamilton 303-369-9005 
Cort Weaver 303-745-4794 
Mike Wolford 303-632-6403 

 

Jack Dougherty, City Referrals 303-743-8411 

To submit articles or purchase ads for the Village East Update 
newsletter, please contact Terry Snyder, Village East Update 
Newsletter Editor at terry.j.snyder@comcast.net 303-696-6003. 

SUBMISSION DEADLINES ARE THE 1ST DAY OF MARCH, 
JUNE, SEPTEMBER, and DECEMBER. The Village East Update 
is published four times a year by the Village East 
Neighborhood Association (VENA). 

http://www.villageeastaurora.org/
mailto:shuff110@comcast.net
mailto:terry.j.snyder@comcast.net

