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July 7, 2015 
 
Ben Ortiz 
Planning Division 
City of Longmont 
Civic Center Complex 
Longmont, CO  80501 
 
RE: 519 Atwood  
 
Dear Ben: 
 
Thank you for sending the 519 Atwood referral to the School District for comment. The District has reviewed the 
development proposal in terms of (1) available school capacity, (2) required land dedications and/or cash-in-lieu fees 
and (3) transportation considerations. After reviewing the above proposal, the School District has no objections to its 
approval and finds that there is adequate available school capacity for this area. The reasons for this position are 
as follows:   
 

• None of the schools in this feeder exceed the 125% capacity benchmark. Under current analysis, there 
appears to be sufficient capacity to support this development over the next 5-year period.  

 
Detailed information on the specific capacity issues, the cash-in-lieu/land dedication requirements and transportation 
impacts for this proposal follow in Attachment A.   The recommendation of the District noted above applies to the 
attendance boundaries current as of the date of this letter.  These attendance boundaries may change in the future as 
the new facilities are constructed and opened.  If you have any further questions or concerns regarding this referral, 
please feel free to contact me via e-mail at kragerud_ryan@svvsd.org or at the number below.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Ryan Kragerud, AICP 
GIS/Planning Specialist 
 
Enc: Exhibit A - Specific Project Analysis 
        Cash-in-lieu Chart   
 
  

St. Vrain Valley
School District
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ATTACHMENT A – Specific Project Analysis 

PROJECT: 519 Atwood 
 

 
(1) SCHOOL CAPACITY 
The Board of Education has established a District-wide policy of reviewing new development projects in terms of 
the impact on existing and approved school facilities within the applicable feeder system. Any residential project 
within the applicable feeder that causes the 125% school benchmark capacity to be exceeded within 5 years would 
not be supported. This determination includes both existing facilities and planned facilities from a voter-approved 
bond. The building capacity, including existing and new facilities, along with the impact of this proposal and all 
other approved development projects for this feeder is noted in the chart below. 
 

COLUMBINE ELEMENTARY 
CAPACITY INFORMATION CAPACITY BENCHMARK * 

        (includes projected students, plus development's student impact) 

School Building Stdts. Student  2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-2019 2019-2020 

Level Capacity Oct-14 Impact Stdts Cap. Stdts Cap. Stdts Cap. Stdts Cap. Stdts Cap. 

Elementary 515 327 1 331 64% 340 66% 348 67% 342 66% 344 67% 

Middle (TRMS) 840 671 0 645 77% 662 79% 683 81% 701 83% 720 86% 

High (SHS) 1456 1420 0 1223 84% 1270 87% 1298 89% 1319 91% 1361 93% 

Total 3371   1 976   1002   1031   1043   2425   

*students from new housing are added according to a 5 year buildout of approved plats within the school feeder. 

 
 

Specific comments concerning this proposal regarding School Capacity are as follows: 

• Specific Impact - This application will add 3 new duplex/triplex dwelling units with a potential impact of 1 
additional student in the Columbine Elementary, Trail Ridge & Skyline High School Feeder.   

• Benchmark Determination - The School District anticipates that the necessary capacity is available to 
serve this development proposal without triggering the 125% benchmark capacity within the next 5 years.  

• Additional Capacity Impacts There are no additional schools planned or funded at this time 

• Phasing - The District would appreciate a phasing plan from the developer to better determine enrollment 
and capacity impacts on the affected schools. 

 
(2) LAND DEDICATIONS AND CASH IN-LIEU FEES 
The implementation of the Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) Concerning Fair Contributions for Public School 
Sites by the City of Longmont requires that the applicant either dedicate land directly to the School District along 
with provision of the adjacent infrastructure and/or pay cash-in-lieu (CIL) fees based on the student yield of the 
development. CIL fees only provide funds for land acquisition, which is only a small component of providing 
additional school capacity for a feeder. Specific comments regarding land dedications and CIL fees for this referral 
are as follows: 

• Dedication and/or Cash-in-lieu Requirements - The District has an elementary school site planned 
adjacent to the Quail Neighborhood, and does not foresee a need for any other school sites in this area. 
Since no land dedication is required, CIL fees will be assessed per the attached chart. 

• Number of Units covered by dedication/cash-in-lieu – All residential units will be subject to CIL fees.  

• Dedication/Cash-in-lieu Procedures - Cash-in-lieu payments are to be made to the St. Vrain Valley School 
District Business Office – 395 S. Pratt Parkway, Longmont, CO. 

    
3) TRANSPORTATION/ACCESS  
Transportation considerations for a project deal with busing and pedestrian access to and from the subdivision.  
Pedestrian access, in particular, is an important goal of the School District in order to facilitate community 
connection to schools and to minimize transportation costs. Specific comments for this application are as follows: 

• Provision of Transportation - Busing, under current boundaries, would be provided at the elementary 
school level. 


