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SAN BERNARDINO: Strengthening
community to reduce crime

Activists hope outdoor movie will create bonds among neighbors in high-crime area. Effort is part of
grant program that also involves more police bike patrols.
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COMMUNITY GATHERING

What: A free outdoor screening of
"Polar Express," plus free food, a
raffle and information booths

When: 6:30 p.m. Dec. 30

Where: CLUES Charter School,
1671 N. Sierra Way, San
Bernardino

Information and movie tickets:
Lashea West, Institute for Public
Strategies, 909-266-1660, ext. 151,
or lwest@publicstrategies.org

ORGANIZATION'S GOALS

The Institute for Public Strategies
is working with the city of San
Bernardino, merchants and
residents to reduce crime. Its
strategies include:

Reducing the number of
abandoned homes.

Working with the city's Crime
Intervention Partnership
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Deanne Truax Godinez once lived on a ruralroad in
upstate New York where neighbors knew and watched
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increasing theft, grafﬂtl and gang activity. And
neighbors who were strangers to each other.

“I'heard that 70 percent of Americans don’t know their
neighbors, and | think that’s real sad,” said Truax
Godinez, who decided to do something about it.

So Sunday, Nov. 16, with San Bernardino Police
Department bicycle officers in the background, Truax
Godinez and other community activists went door to
door inviting families to a free outdoor movie with the
hope that they will become acquainted and help each
other by calling police when they see crime being
committed.

“Idon’t want my neighborhood to go down the tubes,”
said Truax Godinez, 53. “We can make change happen as
a group. We have to start with baby steps, but want to
run.”

Sunday’s effort was part of an initiative called the Byrne
Project. It involves San Bernardino police, Truax
Godinez’s Taking Back Our Neighborhoods
Neighborhood Improvement Group and San Diego
County-based Institute for Public Strategies, which tries
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program. toimprove public safety by addressing issues that lead

Promoting the city's Crime-Free tocrime.

Multi-Housing program.
The goalis to reduce crimein a north-central area of San

Bernardino bordered by Sierra Avenue on the west,
Waterman Avenue on the east, 16th Street on the north
and Base Line on the south. The federally funded project
is named for Edward Byrne, a New York City police officer
who was shot to death in 1988 as he sat in his patrol car
while guarding a witness in a drug case.

Working with residents and
businesses to clean up and
beautify their neighborhoods
and develop a sense of
ownership.

Connecting residents to their
neighbors and the resources to
address immediate needs.

COMMUNITY POLICING

The grant allowed San Bernardino police to purchase
four new bicycles to upgrade its fleet for the five-officer team. Officers patrol the Byrne
area five to 10 hours per week, Sgt. Shauna Gates said. Those officers, freed from their
easily spotted patrol cars, find less resistance when they approach residents to ask
about problems in their neighborhood, she said.

“We’re trying to bridge that gap between the police and the community,” Gates said.
“It’s a little easier on bikes because it’s less intimidating.”

The bike patrols are just one of the many community policing initiatives San Bernardino
police are undertaking to build relationships with residents and merchants.

Those include Coffee with a Cop, the citizens policing academy, citizen volunteer
program, neighborhood associations, canned food drives, Shop with a Cop and reading
to schoolchildren.

“Community policing remains our top effort. We cannot police this city without the
community’s help,” Lt. Rich Lawhead said in a phone interview. “Hopefully we’re
building some partnerships that will help solve some of theimbedded crime in the
community.”
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Truax Godinez, Lashea West of the Institute for Public Strategies and two others
canvassed the length of Sepulveda within the project area Sunday. The street has a mix
of apartments and houses. Some yards are well kept and others are overgrown.
Children played in a couple of yards and could be heard playing inside at other
residences. Many houses have security bars on their windows.

In less than two hours, residents had signed up to receive 125 tickets to watch “Polar
Express” Dec. 30 at CLUES Charter School. The event will include free food, a raffle and . |
information booths. A

Quality Fireplace & BBQ

909-867-4800
Among those they visited was Annie Hunsaker, who was out sweeping leaves that had Riverside Yellow Pages

been deposited on her driveway by stiff overnight winds. She requested several movie
tickets.

“A couple of them said, ‘I'm so glad you are doing that,”” West said.

“I thinkit’s a good idea for the neighborhood to get together and take their kids and
watch the movie. ’'m hoping for a great outcome from people meeting each other,” said
Hunsaker, who said she has lived on Sepulveda for two years.

The volunteers plan to hit more streets in the days leading up to the movie.

Contact the writer: brokos@pe.com or 951-368-9569

THINGS TO DO

MORE FROM SAN BERNARDINO
SAN BERNARDINO: Fire damages home

SAN BERNARDINO: Man shot at suspected pot dispensary

http://www pe.com/articles/community-754425-police-san.html 477


http://www.pe.com/common/archives/?catID=24612
mailto:brokos@pe.com
http://local.pe.com/
http://local.pe.com/hemet-CA/house-and-home/home-furnishings/Quality-Fireplace-and-BBQ-909-867-4800
http://www.pe.com/articles/fire-754464-san-bernardino.html
http://www.pe.com/articles/bernardino-754397-shooting-lawhead.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BORbnwZprVMaqDdKp-gPJloDgDdX8vJYGAAAAEAEgADgAWMWQlaHDAWDJvviGyKOQGYIBF2NhLXB1Yi0xMTMxMzIxMTc2MDkyMjQ0sgEKd3d3LnBlLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBO2h0dHA6Ly93d3cucGUuY29tL2FydGljbGVzL2NvbW11bml0eS03NTQ0MjUtcG9saWNlLXNhbi5odG1smAKIJ8ACAuACAOoCNzU3NzEvY25kLnJndmEudGhlbW9uaXRvci9uZXdzLy9jb21tdW5pdHkvL2FyZWE2Ly9jaXR5Mjb4AoTSHpAD8AGYA6QDqAMB4AQBkAYBoAYU&num=0&cid=5GiGgcFQe7tktml6BOAy5Lez&sig=AOD64_2ofKQAE6_2DhCLs_Zid8I6aAGfDQ&client=ca-pub-1131321176092244&adurl=http://www.glenivy.com/
http://local.pe.com/hemet-CA/house-and-home/home-furnishings/Quality-Fireplace-and-BBQ-909-867-4800

11/18/2014 SAN BERNARDINO: Strengthening community to reduce crime - Press Enterprise

Most Popular Events See Al

SAN BERNARDINO: 3 in custody in connection with carjacking

COMMENTS | PRINT | EMAIL | SHARE

55 Year Old Ellen Looks 25 Recommended for You

Ramon Ayala

Nov 20
San Manuel Bingo and Casino

-- SPONSORED LINK --
Dr. Irving Peress, Target of

: Powered by
g/l7cCarthy Crusade, Dies at "‘-‘wﬁrewstnqram'

(From DailyMe.com)

»

r OZ:"Better than ' faceliﬁ'

© *CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS

P,

http://www pe.com/articles/community-754425-police-san.html 5/7


javascript:void(0)
http://www.pe.com/common/printer/view.php?db=pressenterprise&id=754425
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BQ1dgxpprVPzpK4r7-QPoxIGgB-32rZMGAAAAEAEgADgAWIXKxdPBAWDJvviGyKOQGYIBF2NhLXB1Yi0xMTMxMzIxMTc2MDkyMjQ0sgEKd3d3LnBlLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBO2h0dHA6Ly93d3cucGUuY29tL2FydGljbGVzL2NvbW11bml0eS03NTQ0MjUtcG9saWNlLXNhbi5odG1swAIC4AIA6gI3NTc3MS9jbmQucmd2YS50aGVtb25pdG9yL25ld3MvL2NvbW11bml0eS8vYXJlYTYvL2NpdHkyNvgChNIegAMBkAPwAZgDpAOoAwHgBAGQBgGgBhQ&num=0&cid=5GiRVRhQ43OAJ2RHoFTlZGet&sig=AOD64_3kvwkGsBnU17IDyENy1u_SuHbyUw&client=ca-pub-1131321176092244&adurl=https://www.alturacu.com/personal
http://www.pe.com/articles/san-754394-bernardino-lawhead.html
mailto:?subject=PRESSENTERPRISE:%20SAN%20BERNARDINO%3A%20Strengthening%20community%20to%20reduce%20crime&body=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pe.com%2Farticles%2Fcommunity-754425-police-san.html

11/18/2014 SAN BERNARDINO: Strengthening community to reduce crime - Press Enterprise

This Week's Circulars

1570 BAG

PLUS Free Me Rotation and Rebalar
M

" [ AN

HOVER FOR CIRCULAR

HOVER FOR CIRCULAR

i | PETSMART

Join the conversation
Comments are encouraged, but you must follow our User Agreement

Keep it civil and stay on topic. No profanity, vulgarity, racial slurs or personal attacks. People
who harass others or joke about tragedies will be blocked. By posting your comment, you agree
to allow Freedom Communications, Inc. the right to republish your name and comment in
additional Freedom publications without any notification or payment.

Add a comment...

M Also post on Facebook Posting as Jeffrey Tufenkian Ips (Not you?) l:l

Facebook social plugin

http://www pe.com/articles/community-754425-police-san.html

— g - 1038

LED BULB!

FREE SHIPPING
OVER $150

SHOP NOW!

The Press Enterprise
THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE Not a 7-day subscriber?

Humana
ZERO ZIP ZILCH $0 No matter how you say it

6/7


http://ads.pe.com/long-beach-ca/health-insurance/health-insurance/senior-health-plans/2014-11-17-1381000
http://www.freedom.com/eula.html
http://ads.pe.com/perris-ca/festivals/festivals/house-slash-sales-development/2014-11-17-1381003-the-press-enterprise-not-a-7-day-subscriber-call-1-800-794-6397

11/18/2014 SAN BERNARDINO: Strengthening community to reduce crime - Press Enterprise

Superior Hearing Aid Service
SO YOU CAN HEAR BUT IT'S NOT CLEAR Did he say

The Press Enterprise
THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE Not a 7-day subscriber?

All American Plumbing
Wien Quality Counts and Price is Important

View All of Today's Ads

OVER $150

LED  [EDBULBS ON'S® ' A SHOP NOW!

Home | News | Cities | Sports | Entertainment | Business | Life | Opinion | Blogs | Photos | Obituaries | Weather | Real Estate | Jobs | Cars | Classifieds Return to Top

Copyright © 2014 The Press-Enterprise. All Rights Reserved.
About Us | Privacy Policy | User Agreement | Site Map

http://www pe.com/articles/community-754425-police-san.html 71


http://www.pe.com/
http://www.pe.com/sections/galleries/gallery/?category_id_list=24161
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/pe/
http://classifieds.pe.com/
http://ads.pe.com/mira-loma-ca/communication/newspaper/aap-all-american-plumbing/2014-11-17-1381006-dot-dot-dot-dot-dot-dot-i-wien-quality-counts-and-price-is-important-mfaspsel-slash-im-oi-loss-free-on-site-estimates-emergency-service-cscl-number-9b7595-any-drain-1-year-warranty
http://www.pe.com/sections/cars/
http://www.pe.com/sections/blogs/
http://www.pe.com/sections/business/
http://www.pe.com/sections/opinion/
http://www.pe.com/sections/about/
http://www.pe.com/sections/sports/
http://ads.pe.com/
http://ads.pe.com/perris-ca/festivals/festivals/house-slash-sales-development/2014-11-17-1381004-the-press-enterprise-not-a-7-day-subscriber-call-1-800-794-6397-win-a-introducing-register-connect-7-day-subscriber-membership-program-ticket-to-knott-s-merry-farm-and-enter-to-win-a-2015-season-pass-knott-s-berry-farm-celebrates-the-mag
http://weather.pe.com/
http://www.pe.com/sections/entertainment/
http://www.pe.com/sections/news/
http://www.pe.com/sections/news/city-news/
http://www.pe.com/sections/life/
http://www.pe.com/
http://www.freedom.com/eula.html
http://www.pe.com/sections/jobs/
http://www.pe.com/sections/sitemap/
http://ads.pe.com/minneapolis-mn/communication/newspaper/superior-hearing-aid/2014-11-17-1381001
http://www.freedom.com/privacy.html
http://www.pe.com/sections/realestate/

