GRANT NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION meeting Thursday, October 9, 2014

Police report- Halloween. Have fun and be careful... Don't let teens take care of the babies. 5 break-ins this month... Poinsettia east of orange.... Poppy had 2. 65th and Gaviota and Gaviota and 59th after zero last month. Some of the people were out of town. Include these areas in our community watch groups. Daytime hours. 4 car break-ins and 3 lost electronics. Leave nothing in the car!

Community watch drinks and dessert table on Halloween eve at Jeff's 7-9... Walnut and 61st.

Funeral home says people park at their 20 minute zone all day. They should call police to report.

Councilman Rex Richardson - what was accomplished with Steven Neal and where would we like to go?

Shawna smith- chief of staff

John comfort- field deputy, special assistant for youth and educational services

Marina Escobedo- field deputy

Tedric Williams-strategic initiatives and communications coordinator (newsletter) highlighting

what we are up to.
Participatory budget process- set aside a portion of city budget and allow residents to contribute ideas and work together to create projects and vote on how to spend the money

EMPOWER UPTOWN ... To completely repave one block is 250k, a dog park is about 30-50k.

North long beach is largest district with most and most active neighborhood associations. This process exists in a few other states and areas, we are first in So Cal... Being watched.

No major restorations over the next two years to "live within our means" and not end up with a budget shortfall later.

Alley cleanup- can be done once in a while, by the city. Aurelio organizing his area... Residents cleaning this weekend. Make one alley a showcase...

PARKING- RVs and boats- if it is a big issue it can be dealt with block by block... i.e no

unattached trailers.

Needs consensus from the residents- do we want the council to focus on this or on other

things?

POCKET PARKS: Health dept and Kaiser working together... Drafting 9th district open space master plan. Short and long term plans... We need to show up at city council meetings and support this. Site control, costs, etc. Who owns? Etc. So Cal Edison is reducing prices for space...

Vacant lot idea- new ordinance... If lot is used for dumping, etc... Require owners to set fences back 10-15 feet and include benches, landscaping, etc. Some lots are actually waiting for purchase and development, others have been vacant 20 years and need to be managed. Rights must be given to neighborhood. Milkweed to attract butterflies... Many code violations, become IMPROVED / ENHANCED lots

Atlantic and Artesia complete streets project... Decorative crosswalks, lighting, planted 100 trees or more... Will be ready by Veterans Day parade and more new development.

New library breaking down 25 October and community center... Retail.

Old fire station ready to roll= October 30- big community potluck party and begin our usage!!! Next month's meeting will be held there. Chairs? (Coffee? My coffee machine from work?) snacks?  Local firefighters union will bring BBQ chicken, council office is bringing candy, etc.
Motion to approve minutes by Janet, seconded by Jeff.

Taste of uptown- 2nd annual- October 18-19 free admission !!! Corner of Atlantic and Artesia music and food, sand castles, painting, etc... Sunday- lots of restaurants noon to 6 pm.... Over 1000 attended last year both from here and out of town.

Murals- one up and another on its way.

New business: community yard sale- annually in light and life church parking lot... Propose dates and see what is best....

Janet motions to choose Staples to make our banner for Grant Neighborhood... Steve

seconds... All in favor, aye... No opposed.

Richard and Mary- ask for volunteers for alley clean up.

Meet early Saturday at church. Taste of uptown and next month at old fire station.

Adjourned at 8:46.
