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Our 2014 Planting Efforts 

 
After laying fallow for 6 months, we planted upland rice in the “pasture” area. 

 
The Hill Top parcel is planted with corn as part of a crop rotation for this parcel of land. 

 
The rice paddies (with the bright green seedlings) awaiting plowing and eventual transplanting. 

 

In This Issue 
RTC-TH Co-founders 

 
Saifon & Greg Lee 

Our 2014 Planting Season 1 Deforestation: Still a Problem 6-7 

New CD Storage Shelf 2 Rains Bring Life & Balance 8 

Our Water Tanks 3-4 Thai Coup Update: Economy & Education 9-10 

Our Farm: Then & Now 5 Disaster Risk Management 11-12 
  



Rural Training Center-Thailand: Jul 2014 Update 
Community-based Environmental Education for the Self-sufficiency and Sustainability of Small Rural Family Farms 

 ©2014, G. K. Lee.  All rights reserved. 
2 

New CD Storage Shelf 
     We take a lot of photos each year and quickly run out of CD storage space.  So 
we got some wood and went to work to expand our Klunkworks CD storage capacity.

   
A pencil, tape measure, capenter’s square, hand saw, and block plane are used to prepare the wood. 

 

 
 

 
Multiple shallow saw cuts, a rubber  

mallet and chisel create the notches to position and lock in the four shelves for the CD storage rack. 

 
A power drill and wood screws finished the assembly 
     The new CD shelf fits neatly into a 
niche between the window and pillar.  It 
makes good use of the empty wall space 
and uses very little of the limited area of 
the office. 
     Movie DVDs are on the top shelf.  
Computer software disks are on the next 
shelf down.  The bottom 3 shelves hold 3 
years of RTC-TH photo CD archives and 
blank CDs and DVDs.  As these are  
used, new photo CD archive albums will live here.  And yes, there is a similar niche 
on the other side of the pillar.  We have reserved it for another CD shelf.  
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water storage methods which impoverished rural farmers could more readily learn to 
implement.  These included redirecting surface runoff into swales, making planted 
flow paths, using mulch, compost, and worms to increase moisture retention 
throughout the farm.  

 
Farm house Tanks set 2 (2 tanks): HT 2.9 m / ID 1.5 m; volume / tank 4,947; total capacity 9,894L; built in 2008 

at the north end of the farmhouse.  Rain collected from the East side of the asymmetrical roof fed these tanks. 

 
Gutters on ¼ of the roof fed a water tank at the cowshed 

 
After the farmhouse fire, the cowshed gutters also feed 

the 4 water tanks at the farmhouse. 

Cowshed Tank: Ht 2.78 m/ ID 1.2 m; capacity 3,064 L; built Oct 2008.  The roof construction limited our ability to 
hang rain gutters to only ¼ of the roof. 

 
The 2 tanks were fed from the roof of pigshed #2 

 
Pigshed #2 was dismantled due to foundation problems 

Central Gully Tanks (2 tanks): Ht 2.5 m / ID 1.2 m; volume / tank 2,600 L; total capacity 5,200L; built Oct 2008.  
Originally these 2 tanks were fed by rain gutters from the #2 pig shed.  However, serious foundation problems 

forced us to dismantle the building.  Now, we periodically pump water from the Central fishpond to fill these tanks. 
  

3 

4 

5 
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Thai Coup Update: Economy & Education 
     The challenges facing Thailand are many and complex (with 
or without a coup).  On the horizon is the AEC (Asian Economic 
Community) launch in Dec 2015.  This is a common 
denominator to many of Thailand’s economic, political, 
administrative, and education issues. 
     In Dec 2013, Prime Minister (PM) Yingluck dissolved the 
House of Representatives and called for new elections.  This 
effectively reduced the government’s power.  Unfortunately, the 
new elections were not validated (the opposition blocked 
enough polling places).  A sufficient number of voters were 
prevented from voting.  This created a legal impediment to 
forming a new government.  Meanwhile, with limited lawmaking PM Yingluck Shinawatra 
capacity, the government could not move ahead or take much legal action or fully 
function as the government of Thailand.  The turmoil of street demonstrations 
continued.  Martial law was implemented to restore public order.  Two days later, the 
military coup took place. 

 
Coup Leader: Thai Army Chief 

Gen. Prayuth Chan-Ocha 

     The US Embassy issued information for Americans in 
living in or traveling to Thailand.  (The following is 
excerpted from the notice.) 
• On June 13, the NCPO lifted the curfew, but authorities have 

cautioned it could be reinstated. Martial law remains in effect 
throughout Thailand. 

• Be aware that under martial law the governing NCPO has 
considerable security powers. These powers grant the NCPO the 
authority to prevent public gatherings, restrict media, set up 
checkpoints, and search for weapons. 

• Individuals have been detained for publicly criticizing Thailand's 
military takeover, the NCPO, and the Thai monarchy. 

• Security operations against possible demonstrations have led to traffic disruptions as well as 
temporary closures of some public transport services, and restriction of access to some areas around 
major shopping and hotel districts in central Bangkok. 

     The economy is a major concern.  So 
far, the Thai national debt continues to 
grow.  In 2014, it was 42.265% of the 
GDP.  However, relative to others in the 
region, Thailand is still better off (in that it 
may still be able to borrow if needed).   

Country Data Date Debt % of GDP 
Laos 2013 62.03% 
Malaysia 2012 55.98% 
Myanmar 2012 47.27% 
Singapore 2012 107.88% 
Vietnam 2013 54.98% 

 

 
     However, given the fact that the US has had little success with stimulating its way 
to recovery, borrowing (i.e. spending more than you earn) may not be live.  
Household debt in Thailand increased to 82.3% of GDP at the end of 2013 (up from 
77.3%.  From what we see, many people seem to be accessing easy credit to pay 
previous debts.  Debt recycling is not a sustainable practice by any means. 
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     It is generally acknowledged that the 3 factors of economic growth are capital, 
labor, and productivity.  Capital is significant in the early developmental stages.  That 
needs to be supported by a growth in a skilled labor force.  However, real economic 
growth is based on the productivity resulting from the combination of capital and  
labor. 
     Since the 2014 coup, foreign 
investment in Thailand increased slightly, 
but there seems to be a wait and see 
attitude.  Many foreign firms put a 
temporary hold on expanding operations 
in Thailand.  Others began to look at 
other ASEAN neighbors.  So the future 
capital outlook is vague.  The AEC 
launch in Dec 2015 could tip the balance 
for some companies to set up operations 
in other ASEAN member states. 
     As you can imagine, reliable statistics 
on illegal workers are hard to come by.  
An estimated 2 million are in Thailand.  
The coup’s law and order crackdown  
seems to have created an outmigration of cheap labor from Thailand.  Recent news 
reports 220,000 Cambodians crossed the Thai border returning home.  About 70% of 
the workers in warehouses and docks have left Thailand.  Loading slowed to 500 
tons / day contrasted to 2,000-3,000 tons / day in more normal times.  This could 
result in a month delay in shipments.  The labor shortage and tight supplies may 
force up short term rice prices.  Short term profits might be up for some, but 
productivity is decreased.  [Note: The Army recently stopped sales and movement of 
rice to review the quantity and quality of rice acquired in 2011.] 
     Leading up to the coup, the Thai media was full of reports critical of the Thai 
education system for failing to produce sufficient numbers of technically proficient 
workers.  With English as the official language of the AEC, many critics blame the 
education system for the low ranking of English proficiency among Thais.  On the flip 
side, many ASEAN students see Thailand as a prime education destination.  Most 
Thai universities are not so highly ranked internationally.  The reasons include 
reasonable costs (relative to other destinations), the warm hospitality of the Thailand.

 
We assume the previous Ministry of Education 3-year 

plan for ASEAN has been scrapped. 

     One Education reform push by the 
coup is in the area of citizenship 
education linked to reconciliation.  The 
idea curriculum includes human rights, 
discipline, honesty, anti-corruption, Thai 
history.  These are organized about the 
idea that a citizen should know their 
duties and responsibilities for the sake of 
the nation and reconciliation.  New books 
are to be distributed for the upcoming 
new school term (Oct / Nov 2014).  Some 
concern has been expressed about the 

distinction between patriotism and nationalism relative to the “harmonizing” for the 
AEC.  So much of Thai history with its neighbors has been less than harmonious.  

Images for this article from the Internet: Educational fair use clause   
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     The RTC-TH emergency preparedness ideas are based on Maslow’s Hierarchy of 
Needs (see diagram below).  Safety Needs are the next level of concern after 
meeting the basic biological needs of life.  This is consistent with our thinking of self-
sufficiency and sustainability.  More people need to understand and use this insight 
to plan for their own rescue and resilience to disasters. 
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     The RTC-TH EmPrep (Emergency 
Preparedness**) lesson series is 
available for self-study to empower 
people to prepare for disasters. 
     We believe individuals and families 
must be pro-active and strive to learn 
how to prepare for emergencies and 
local natural disasters.  They need to 
help their relatives and neighbors to do 
the same.  They need to do this at a 
grassroots level.  They cannot wait for 
the government to do it for them.  This is 
especially true for people living farther from government centers and urban areas.  
The simple fact is the government will try to do the most good for the most people as 
quickly as possible.  This means people living farther away need to wait longer for 
government help.  Those better prepared will be more resilient. 
     There is some financial cost involved in getting prepared.  It will not be easy for 
improverished people.  Do the best you can for your circumstances.  It is better to be 
prepared and need it than to need it and not be prepared and need it.  
**The RTC-TH Emergency Preparedness lessons ares available at www.neighborhoodlink.com/RTC-TH_Tech/pages 
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