June 12, 2014       Minutes  GNA 

meeting called to order at &:03


Police Department Report-  Officer Chambers & Ly, Erika Moreno 562.570.9825

4th of July fast approaching- fireworks are illegal in Long Beach… make calls re: fireworks seen, being used beforehand… solve problem by confiscating problem before the 4th.  

Community leaders meeting July 14-15 at Long Beach Convention Center.  LBPD is currently hiring.  Get applications in right away.  No age cut off.  Rock throwing in the neighborhood- Cindy Pitts and Adrienne have had windshields broken on Falcon, between 8:30-11:30 pm.  Cindy has called repeatedly… and is not getting results.  

Sue has been working to eliminate tagging and cars in alleys, has created flyer to show why she is knocking on doors and informing neighbors.    Shawn walks dog and sees certain tags repeated- could we be informed about the types of graffiti to be concerned about.  Meanings, etc.  Go Long Beach App allows them to track and check for trends… People dropping trash off on the streets, have been asked by some neighbors to desist, but still happens repeatedly… Now ask the dispatch officer to call the person responsible or speak to them… littering is an enforceable crime… 

Next Community Watch meetings -  Jeff’s house- Saturday, July 12, 11:00-noon.  Walnut & 60th

Councilman Neal’s office- Marina Escobedo- Building a better District 2010-2014

Needs:  Lack of community involvement/ loss of Rescue 12/ Failing infrastructure/ streets, sidewalks, public facilities/ long-standing policy issues/ Liquor stores, blight, homelessness, prostitution, foreclosures

SOLUTION: Community empowerment to give residents a greater voice at city hall 

· Inside District 9 Newsletter, weekly (4000 subscribers); website w/ information and communication options /  District captain program / foreclosure registry ordinance/ Alcohol nuisance abatement ordinance

· Annual Latin Jazz and Blues Fest had over 2000 attendees / PBid on Atlantic & Artesia – Uptown Renaissance
· Be Safe Long Beach- summer recreation program for youth- to keep lights on at night, Houghton Park… /Fire Station 12 completed, Atlantic Theater demolished, Atlantic revitalization / annual job summit /farmer’s mkt

This presentation will be available online.  We are a step closer to having the Old Fire Station ready for use…Green light for funding and making bathroom ADA accessible.  Rex is pushing for it to be ready before he takes office.  
What would we like to see accomplished:  continue District Captain program- getting people talking to neighbors= more interest in neighborhood, community building.  Training available? Add alleys to road service … Any plans to do anything on Atlantic and Artesia?  Currently an RDA lot- plans to sell these lots to different businesses/restaurants…Must be approved, based on what the City wants to do which may be in opposition to what the state wants…  Any funding for verified neighborhood organizations and projects?  Annual budgets assigned to groups… Park in Grant neighborhood… call or email Marina with any further details.  

Could you assist us in finding the owners of the 3 vacant lots on Cherry?  Jeff Rowe will email her.  Rex has offered her a position on his staff.  

Phil Jennings- Jeff says: Cia and I visited 95% of the businesses on Cherry to let them know about the grant program to spruce up their facades.  Today, he returned and provided another notice… Should we know anything new?  Or how can we encourage them to get to code?  We may need to refer them to Code violations and give them 30 days to repair/maintain… etc.  He often promotes the program, but they don’t usually respond until he has a citation.  Broken windows, paint, signs… many absentee landlords and employees who may or may not have contacted the owners… Commercial Improvement Program… $2000 for exterior improvements… Business owner and property owner may apply separately and both could receive that full amount.  Store fronts… federally funded… They must do different things.  Paint, signs, window replacement with anti-graffiti film… First fill out the application- then they do "before pictures" and you have to send in estimates and they have to be approved… Owners should also contribute their own funds.  Must have current business license.  HOME IMPROVEMENT program is similar- city-wide… based on income of residents… low- median income only.  Let’s choose 3-5 key businesses to start with: Anny’s, tobacco, casa sanchez…Free One-on-one consulting available, esp. for start-ups… 

Joe CORSO- LONG BEACH ORGANIC.org - local non-profit corporation: mission- to turn empty lots into community gardens, 3 are in North Long Beach… near ocean there is a 3 year waiting list.  Opportunity to produce local, organic food… no pesticides, chemical fertilizers or GMOs… Uses organic fertilizers… Commercial gardening is on exhausted land and produce is not as flavorful… Diverts green waste from landfills to garden… creates sense of community… Top of the Town- 6751 Atlantic ave – private property with horses… (not full- hard to find) Grace Park- 325 East Plymouth and Elm ave-  all raised beds… ADA accessible.  South 40- 2813 South street (started with help of GNA) butterfly farm and bees, etc.  They also grow food for charity.  Community Work Parties- meet neighbors, other members and share food.  Once a month, members must participate 6 hours every 6 months.  Membership is only $20 annually.  10X10 lot = $100 annually, less than $8 monthly… seasons begin March 1 & September 1st… Compost piles available… 

Review minutes for corrections- Motion to approve minutes- Aurelio and Steve seconds, all in favor, Aye.  

Dan Pressburg- De Forest Meeting just completed-- Chili Cook-off $15 to enter… prizes available, Free movies for the public @ DeForest Park… New distribution system via Real Estate fliers, twice monthly, their meetings generally have 35+ attendees.  They will also take a trash bin around the area and clean up… Speakers are based on whatever the members want, and no longer rely on Council Office.  Yard sales hosted at individual homes… all with permits, obtained during meeting.  

OLD BUSINESS - 

Work is underway on house on John street, huge improvement already.  

City arborist – has backlog

NEW BUSINESS- Inaugural potluck, end of July, early August, at the Old Fire Station 12.  Congresswoman Janice Hahn has expressed interest in joining us for the event.
Is anyone available this Saturday morning to water the trees on Cherry?  9:00 a.m.  Shawn & Steve agree to join Jeff… If you would like to serve on the board… nominations and elections next session.  

Sue Vanzant - will be part of Rex’s transition team and we can email her our concerns…  

Community assembly a few weeks ago- Councilman Al Austin announced that Boy Scouts have sold Will J Reed Park, 11 acres, will be developed into housing/condos… On Pacific and Del Amo… 

Aurelio- Walmart coming into the former Target spot on South and -  still up in the air

Measure K- revamping Jordan High School, next Thursday, June 19 at 7:00 pm  

Megan Kerr, new school board member will be in attendance 

Steve Lugo & Jeff Rowe agree to take over Notes/Secretary duties for 10 July GNA meeting.  

Move to adjourn at 8:45 pm  
