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Our Paddy Rice Harvest 

 
     The self-sufficiency bench mark for 
Thai rural farm families is growing their 
annual rice supply.  We completed 
harvesting our wet paddy rice in the last 
week of November.  The drought made it 
uncertain about reaching our goal.  So as 
a hedge, we planted dry upland rice to 
augment our rice harvest. 
     Our fishponds were a big advantage 
for our wet paddy rice.  The East fishpond 
was nearly drained to supply adequate 
water for our rice paddies.  

 
Hired day workers cutting our paddy rice.  

 
Cut rice laid out to dry in the paddy. 
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The weather was on our side letting the cut rice dry in the fields for 2 days before threshing. 

  
The cut dried rice is gathered and carried to the threshing area. 

 
Our cut dried rice awaiting the threshing crew. 

 
Mom labels and numbers the bags for our rice. 

 
Wian making bamboo twist ties to seal the bags 

 
Fishing for a fresh dinner before the threshing work 
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One cast of the net caught more than enough fish for dinner, including the threshing crew. 

  
Threshing commmenced afater dinner and finished just a the light began to fadce 

  
 

Location Sq m 
planted 

# bags @ 48 kg Tonnage 
Harvstd Stored Fee Harvstd Stored 

Dry 
Rice 

Farm 6,919 37 34 3 1.95 1.80 
Hill 
Top 5,653 21.5 19.5 2 1.11 1.02 

Wet 
Rice Farm 4,603 33.5 30.5 3 1.77 1.62 

Totals 17,175 92 84 8 4.83 4.44 
 

 

     The final tally for our 2013 rice harvest 
is summarized above.  We met our self-
sufficiency goal for wet paddy rice!  We 
could not have done it without our 
fishponds!  With 1 of 3 ponds drained, we 
still had 2 ponds in reserve.  
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Selling Some Surplus Rice 

  
Mom monitors the rice she sells as the buyer transfers it to his bags. 

 
     We grew purple rice because we eat it 
and we have an option to sell any surplus 
for cash.  This crop is a “value added” 
commodity as it commands a price 1.6 X 
more than the controversial government 
subsidized rice buying scheme.  [Note: 
The family decided NOT to participate in 
that program.  We did not want to “profit” 
from a plan we saw as increasing the 
national debt.]  

     We kept 26% of the purple we harvested and sold the surplus build up our cash 
reserves.  Purple rice mixed with jasmine rice adds nutrition and fiber in our diet.  

  
When all bags are weighed and accounts settled, the buyer loads his truck and everyone is happy. 
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Farm Driveway Weed Control 
     Tall weeds lined much of the driveway.  It seemed they were waiting for a parade.  
This is their last hurrah before they set seed for the dry season.  In the past, workers 
just cut them down to clear the driveway.  This year we opted to uproot them for 
mulch along the driveway.  We want to see if this will keep the driveway clear longer.  
We hope removing these weeds and mulching may help to keep the driveway 
clearer and reduce maintenance costs.  

Orchard Snake Skin Surprise 

     On a recent stroll through the west orchard, we spotted an unusual site: a dried 
snake skin.  Apparently a snake shed its skin here.  It appears to be the skin of a fish 
eating snake.  The remnant we found was about 1.3 m long!  We could clearly 
discern the tail end, but couldn’t clearly make out the head.  
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Watching Papayas Develop 

 
Pi Oi has several papaya trees along the driveway 

 
It starts with hopeful buds 

 
Blossoms awaiting pollination 

 
Successful pollination yields the forming of fruit 

  
The growing papaya sheds the old petals and increases in size until ripe. 
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New RTC-TH Workshop Bench 

 
Layout of the basic frame elements 

     It’s been 5 long years since we 
moved to Thailand.  Until now, all of our 
tools lived in packing boxes.  A project 
entailed checking the packing manifest to 
find the box containing the needed tools.  
After the work, the tools went back into 
the box and stored.  You can imagine the 
tedium involved.  The completed 
workbench means tools will be readily 
accessible. 
     We used the weight of the cable and 
wire spools to help stabilize the bench. 

 
The rear legs stand off from the wall to allow clearance for the wire and cable spools. 

 
The large cable spools are on bamboo spindles resting on notched cleats.  The weight helps stablize the bench. 

 
The cable is stored under the table for easy access. Smaller wire spools are on a separate spindle 
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     There are two sets of cable spools and two sets of wire spools at the rear of the 
workbench.  We added a drawer shelf at the upper front of the bench.  The most 
commonly used tools are stowed here: screwdrivers, wrenches, hammers, etc. 

  

 

 

     Large baskets under the bench hold 
bulky tools too large for the drawer trays.  
To make efficient use of the space, we 
added short, narrow shelves at the ends 
of the workbench.  A simple wire helps 
keep things from slipping off the shelf. 
     Yet to be added are a bench vise, 
wire bending jig, and a magnifying lamp.  
Wall outlets are in easy reach for various 
power tools.  An oscillating fan helps cool 
the work area.  The tile floor makes it 
easy for clean up.   
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Na Fa Station VHF Antenna 
     At long last, we raised the Thai Slim 
Jim VHF vertical antenna on the tip-up 
mast at the Na Fa Village station.  The 
top of the antenna is ~10.5 m AGL; feed 
point at ~9 m AGL. 
     Weathering-proofing the antenna and 
coax connections are a major concern.  
We need to prolong the life of the coax.  
Quality coax is extremely hard to get in 
Thailand.  So we planned to do 
everything possible to protect the coax 
we have.  Here’s the multi-layered 
protection system we used: 
• Sealed the antenna wiring harness 

with Fuse tape. 
• Applied anti-oxidant to antenna feed 

point connector. 
• Placed the antenna connector inside 

a flexible UV protective sleeve. 
• Placed the coax air choke inside a UV 

protective case (i.e. empty cookie tin); 
sealed the case to water proof it. 

• Placed the coax inside a PVC pipe 
mounted to the length of the steel 
mast. 

• Inserted coax into a flexible UV 
protective sleeve attached to the 
bottom end of the PVC pipe coming 
down the mast. 

• Routed coax in a flexible protective 
UV sleeve to the station ground bus 
panel (with rain drip loop). 

• Applied anti-oxidant to the coax 
connectors at the ground bus panel. 

With the rain and humidity, moisture is  

 
Exposed antenna terminals protected with Fuse Tape.

 
The antenna feed connector in the blue flexible UV 

sleeve (upper left) and the coax air choke inside the UV 
protective case. 

 
The sealed UV case containing the coax air choke. 
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From Wood Ash to Lye 
     Many rural Thai families use wood ashes from the family stove to make lye.  They 
put the ashes into a plastic bucket, add water, and wait.  They use it as bleach in 
their laundry.  We also use it as a weed killer.  [Note: Lye is very caustic.  Keep 
children and pets away from the lye bucket.]  

A Green Farm Visitor 
     We spotted this mantis on our parked car windshield.  So before heading home, 
we gently moved it to a lemon tree.  
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