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OFFICERS PRESENT: President Gail Hoffnagle; Vice President 
Mat Millenbach; Secretary Eric Norberg 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Ellen Burr, Gerri Sue Lent, 'Michael 
Hayes, Bradley Heintz, Bob Burkholder 

SMILE President Gail Hoffnagle called the meeting to order at 
7:32 pm, - with the bare presence of a quorum established by a 
showing of hands, and began by asking all those present to 
introduce themselves, in turn, around the room. She then asked 
for a review of the November General Meeting minutes, and Mat 
Millenbach moved the minutes be accepted as presented. Michael 
Hayes seconded, and the motion carried without objection. 

First on the agenda was Jacob Brostoff, Crime Prevention 
Coordinator with the Portland Office of Neighborhood Involvement 
(ONI), who started by explaining the SWBA crime alert system, 
already involving 60 businesses in Westmoreland and Sellwood. 

Now, he said, local residents are asking for a similar system, 
possibly coordinated by SMILE. He passed out information sheets 
explaining how the SWBA program works. Questions were asked by 
and answered for interested residents in the audience. Our 
neighborhood is too large for a single "cell" of reporters, he 
said, and those who pay for text messaging would run up a bill 
pretty fast by participating. Mat Millenbach observed that the 
first step for SMILE would be to find someone to take this 
project on -- who would them work out with Jacob how to make a 
practical system out of this for our neighborhood. Jacob said 
he would be happy to help, if we want to proceed. 

At this point, Elizabeth Luthy and Cathy Alexander, who had 
requested space on the agenda to discuss the impact on local 
schools should there be a teacher strike stepped forward. 
Elizabeth disclosed that she is a multi-school psychologist for 
Portland Public Schools, and is apparently one of the employees 
who might go on strike; Cathy identified herself as a parent of 
a Cleveland High School student (but later conceded she is an 
"external organizer" for the Portland Association of Teachers.) 
It became apparent that the two were advocating the teacher's 
position in the contentious bargaining, rather than offering any 
concerns about local school operation if a strike should occur; 
and since there was no representative from Portland Public 
Schools present to give the other side in this dispute, there 
was no option for a balanced discussion of the matter. Both 
said the issue for them is classroom size and caseload size, 
rather than any issue of compensation. 
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The third and final item on the agenda featured SMILE Land Use 
Committee Chair Ellen Burr, who set up a computer and a 
projector to share with those present how to use the Internet-
based Portland Comprehensive Plan "Map App" to study current and 
future issues and demographics in sections of Portland, and to 
write comments right on the map. An attendee interrupted this 
presentation to ask for the latest events in neighborhood land 
use issues, so Ellen gave a quick summary, and then proceeded. 

She gave some introductory information on how to get online and 
reach the "Map App". She projected on the wall from her 
computer sections of the neighborhood for examination (the 
projector was loaned for the purpose by the Association of Home 
Businesses, which meets monthly at SMILE Station). 

In studying the neighborhood through the lens of this "Map App", 
those present began to notice, and comment upon, that the 
neighborhood centers and corridors as shown on this city map are 
misaligned and frequently incorrect. There followed a 
discussion of local zoning issues, present and future. It was 
pointed out by an attendee that the comments posted on the map 
are done so anonymously, which leads to no accountability for 
the comments, and the possibility that the city may consequently 
choose to disregard the comments. 

After some forty minutes, the demonstration was completed and 
the comments from the remaining attendees had ended. 

With the original quorum no longer present to pass an 
adjournment motion, President Hoffnagle herself declared the 
meeting adjourned at 9:01 pm. 


