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Board Minutes 

November 12, 2013 

Recorded by: Marilyn Wexler 

Attending:  Andrew Bergman, Lisa Bittan, Sara Boyers, Bob Bronstein, Mike 
Deasy,Dawn Forrester, Isabelle Mizrahi, Sanford Panitch, Steve Richards, Dan 
Seaver, Ron Staake, Nico Vilgiate, David Wang, Marilyn Wexler 

Excused: Nina Houghton, Sharon Kilbride, Reese Reilfe, Lori Todd, Cynthia 
Winter, George Wolfberg 

Guests: Rachel Kuhnert, Valerie Van Galtier 

Meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm by Marilyn Wexler, President.  

Introductions 

Minutes October, 2013. 

Minutes from October 8, 2013 meeting deemed approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

  Ron emailed report prior to meeting. 

Ending balances as of October 31, 2013. 

Checking   $13.684.48 

Savings   $14,963.69 

Total    $28,648.17 

Grove Balance  $2,048.17 

CD-11:  No report.  There was discussion regarding inviting Councilman Bonin and or 
staff to attend the Board meetings.  Marilyn stated that historically a CD-11 staff person 
attends on a regular basis.  A reminder invitation will be sent to them. 

Emails were sent to the Council office on Wednesday following this meeting.  Debbie 
Dyner-Harris from CD-11 responded that either she or Norm Kulla will be happy to 
attend the next Board meeting, in December. 

Website: 

Stone notified the Board that he will have to take a leave of absence from the Website 
project for now.  Nico and Marilyn will review where it is currently at with the developer 
and go from there. 

mailto:info@smcca.org
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Park-It Report:  

Bob reported that he had to be out of town on October 9 and consequently there  

was no clean up that day.  A discussion was held and it was decided to change from 
holding these cleanups monthly to quarterly. 

Membership.  Dues.  There are no Board members in the rears.  There are currently 
two vacancies on the Board.   The Nominating Committee invited two guest to attend 
this meeting, Rachael Kuhnert and Valerie Van Galtier.  Rachel accepted an invitation 
to become a Board member, Valerie declined on Wednesday. 

George Wolfberg report (PCH Task Force, CIRS, California Incline): 

George’s written report is as follows.   

 CIRS Project PCH Bicycle Access- The City of LA is planning to implement a 
lighted alternate route around the 900 foot construction zone.  Bicyclists will be 
requested to use the existing Marvin Braude Bike Path.  The bypass will provide a 
return to PCH for cyclists who so desire at the earliest possible opportunity.  Will 
cost in the vicinity of $200,000.00.  

  California Incline TMP (Traffic Management Plan)-Santa Monica is still tweaking 
the plan consistent with levels of notification, monitoring, advanced signage, and 
specific road closures that they “have always planned for.”  He is not sure of the 
road closure details.  The Santa Monica Traffic Engineer now believes we will have 
the promised meeting on the TMP near the end of this month or in December.  Start 
date of the project has been pushed back again and is now in the Summer of 2014.   

 Grove-Randy Young is completing the final setting of boulders.  There are two 
apparently dead trees in the middle of the property that will have to be dealt with; 
could be very expensive.  Hope to start planting more trees soon.  It was discussed 
about developing a plan for interested persons to buy/adopt a new tree so this part 
of the project can get moving ahead. 

Annual Meeting.  Ideas for the 2014 Annual meeting in May were discussed.  One 
idea that was well liked was something like “Stories of the Canyon”.  Since there are 
and have been so many interesting and or famous characters living in the Canyon, a 
program could be built around them.  Bob Bronstein will follow up. 

Park update.  Jackie was not in attendance so there was no update.  Marilyn 
requested that we find a liaison to or from the PAB so that we could get regular 
updates.  We currently have no PAB member on SMCCA Board. 

Traffic.  Marilyn reported on last month’s West LA Traffic Committee meeting.  The 
Blue line was discussed.  Not much was discussed about the California Incline project.  
A new Los Angeles City website for traffic issues.  MyLADOT.lacity.org  Marilyn said 
that she already placed a post on the website asking if it would be possible to put 
lettering on Entrada street at the intersections of Kingman and San Lorenzo stating “do 
not block intersection.”  She got a response immediately, that a request number had 
been assigned and they would look into it. 

New Business:  Marilyn gave a brief update on new home issue at 160 Ocean Way.  
A smaller home at 160 Ocean Way (former secretary Betty Bradshaw ’s home) was 
sold and demolished in 2011.  The new owners have started construction on a 4 story 
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house that the neighborhood feels is in non-compliance with Coastal Commission 
decisions and the newly enacted City of Los Angeles Baseline Hillside Ordinance.  
SMCCA and BOCA have both formally supported a request to the Coastal 
Commission and City of LA review of the project. 

Adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

Future Meetings:  Dec. 10, 2013 
2014: Jan. 14, Feb. 11, Mar. 11, Apr. 8, May 13 (ANNUAL MEETING), 
Jun. 10. 

Santa Monica Canyon Projects 

Project Description Status 

Rehabilitate Historic 
Eucalyptus Grove/ 1887 
Forestry Station site 

Protect and restore 
grove purchased by 
SMCCA and City on 
3/11/54. 

Pending items:  completion of three 
arbors, final placement of protective 
boulders and curbs, planting of trees 
and shrubs per plan, installation of 
tree map and acknowledgement 
feature. 

Repair Tennis Courts Resurface courts, 
repair nets and fencing 

All courts have been resurfaces.  
Installation of new screening is 
pending:  

New web site Create and install 
robust new website 

Beta pending 

California Incline City of Santa Monica 
will rebuild Santa 
Monica Incline Bridge.  
Monitor project to 
minimize traffic 
impacts on canyon to 
the greatest possible 
extent 

Santa Monica has promised a 
meeting in late November or 
December. 

Brooktree speed humps Restore speed humps 
removed for Brooktree 
resurfacing 

Speed humps have been replaced 

Resurface Gym Floor   PAB fundraiser held 6/2/13.  
Additional funding needed 

Monthly ParkIt work day General Park Cleanup Next: 10/26/13 
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Project Description Status 

Entrada sidewalk 
improvements. 

Installation of proper 
sidewalks on Entrada 
Dr. from Amalfi to 
Adelaide and, if 
possible, on Upper 
Mesa Rd. 

Project is in design.   

Improve safety of beach 
bike and ped. paths. 

Separate ped path is 
required from 
Annenberg to 
Temescal Canyon lot 

All talk, no action. 

Restoration of the Canyon 
stairs 

  

City funding for tree work.   

Clean up of the tunnel at 
Chautauqua. 

  

Rehab of historic clubhouse   

Improve the Board-Canyon 
school relationship 

  

Improve digital communi-
cations with Canyon 
community 

  

Individual liaisons from the 
Board to local organizations 

  

Establish an annual budget 
process 

  

Support for Cemetery   

PAB Liaison  Still need 

Transportation/traffic issues   

Offer educational courses 
at the Park 

  

Membership survey to 
determine priorities 

  

 


