
THE FLAG OF NORTHCLIFFE

The iconic land mark of our Northcliffe neighborhoods is the United States flag flying from 
the 100-foot flagpole on Northcliffe Blvd.   “Old Glory” has been proudly waving there, with few 
interruptions, since the mid 1970s when U.S. Home installed it in their new golf course community. 
The flagpole and flag were funded and maintained by Northcliffe Country Club until 1990, when the
golf course was purchased by a limited partnership group.  Residents’ associations in the 
Northcliffe neighborhood assumed responsibility for the flag and flagpole following the sale.  Most 
of the labor associated with displaying the flag falls to volunteers.  The Northcliffe Homeowners 
Association, the Scenic Hills Community Association and the Fairways at Scenic Hills Homeowners 
Association share the cost of flying the flag 24/7.  Costs include purchase and repair of flags, paying 
for the electricity and bulbs for the light that illuminates the flag at night, painting and repair of the 
flagpole and its mechanisms.  The Texas sun and wind take a constant toll on the fabric of the flags 
as well as the hardware that it takes to keep them flying.  Few things draw quicker comment from 
patriots in the community and passersby than a tattered flag.

Maintenance of the flag and flagpole has presented a challenge to the Northcliffe 
community.  It is hard to find a volunteer who will climb a 100-foot pole to rescue a flag stuck at the
top or with paint brush in hand, to apply a new coat of paint to a weathered pole.  Services are 
available from companies who specialize in these tasks.  They have cranes or lifts and skilled people
in their work force.  Needless to say they don’t give their services away.  An operation to rescue a 
stuck and tattered flag on 9/11/2010 cost the associations over $600.00.  While a tattered flag 
might have been symbolic of what happened on 9/11/2001 the flag couldn’t be brought to half-staff
in remembrance without assistance.  

that community is a professional flagpole painter, willing to volunteer his services to the 
community.  Northcliffe is fortunate to have such a resident.  Steve Gooding is a man who is not 
afraid of heights.  He has painted flagpoles on the top of tall buildings such as the Tower Life 
building in downtown San Antonio, state capitol buildings, and the Northcliffe flagpole.  Steve does 
not need a crane or power lift to accomplish his task.  He uses three pieces of rope.  One of the ropes
is attached to an old fashioned set of stirrups.  One of the other ropes accommodates a modest 
board seat.  With the assistance of a short ladder, to get started, and his “boson’s rig” Steve ascends 
a flagpole with amazing ease.  Paint and tools are elevated to the work site in a 5-gallon bucket.  

On the 16th of March, 2012, Steve painted the Northcliffe flagpole for the second time.   He 
also replaced the old worn-out “truck” with a stainless steel one. A “truck” is the hardware at the 
top of the pole which allows the flag to rotate with the wind without wrapping around the pole.   
The new “truck” should eliminate the “stuck flag” problems of 9/11/10.  The finishing touch to this 
operation was the addition of a 12-inch gold ball to the top of the pole (donated by Rick LeDew, 
NCHOA Board member).  A ground crew assisted Steve in this operation.  The ground crew included
his father-in-law Melvin Grunwald and David Garber (“The Northcliffe Flag Guy”).

If you are fortunate enough to be able to see the flag from your home or just feel good when 
you drive by it on Northcliffe Blvd., be aware that it takes effort and money to keep old glory flying.  
It is your HOA dues and your neighbors at work.
David L. Garber, Col. USA (Ret.) Northcliffe Flag Caretaker since 1990.


