
Sedgefield	  Neighborhood	  Association	  Board	  Meeting	  
January	  8,	  2013	   	   	  

	  
	  
Attendees:	  Debbie	  Robinson,	  Candace	  Chapman,	  Michael	  Seaton,	  Liz	  Porter,	  Lauren	  Lewis	  (Jeanne	  
is	  sick	  with	  a	  cold,	  Janelle	  is	  in	  Dallas	  TX	  for	  training)	  
	  
President,	  Debbie	  Robinson,	  called	  the	  meeting	  to	  order	  at	  7:11PM.	  
	  
Treasurer’s	  Report	  
Candace	  reported	  we	  had	  balance	  of	  $2,975.21.	  	  	  
We	  made	  approximately	  $250-‐$300	  on	  the	  Christmas	  decorations	  project.	  
	  
Secretary’s	  Minutes	  from	  the	  11/13/12	  General	  Meeting	  were	  approved.	  
	  
	  

MEETING	  TOPICS	  	  &	  ITEMS	  OF	  DISCUSSION	  
	  
CHA	  Board	  meeting,	  land	  update	  and	  follow-up	  meeting	  with	  new	  Director	  
• Next	  CHA	  board	  meeting	  is	  at	  5PM	  on	  Tuesday,	  January	  15th.	  	  
• NOTE:	  Debby	  has	  been	  talking	  to	  an	  individual	  at	  CHA	  who	  says	  they	  may	  end	  up	  selling	  the	  
property	  at	  Marsh	  &	  Park	  Road,	  as	  they	  do	  not	  expect	  to	  get	  funding	  for	  development	  anytime	  
soon.	  

• Debby	  will	  proceed	  with	  setting	  up	  a	  separate	  SNA	  meeting	  with	  the	  new	  director,	  Fulton	  
Meachem.	  
	  
CDOT	  meeting	  and	  2013	  requests	  
Debby	  is	  trying	  to	  pull	  together	  a	  full	  “wish	  list”	  of	  street	  improvements	  before	  meeting,	  so	  please	  
send	  any	  requests	  you	  have	  to	  her.	  Meeting	  date	  to	  be	  determined.	  
	  
CMPD	  Neighborhood	  Watch	  
Debby	  will	  ask	  Charlene	  Altman	  to	  write	  an	  article	  about	  this	  for	  the	  newsletter,	  as	  well	  as	  give	  us	  a	  
status	  update	  at	  the	  general	  meeting.	  
	  
Park	  Woodlawn	  Area	  Plan	  
http://charmeck.org/city/charlotte/planning/AreaPlanning/Plans/Pages/ParkWoodlawnAreaPla
n.aspx	  
Debby	  to	  reach	  out	  to	  Freedom	  Park	  for	  their	  thoughts	  on	  the	  Area	  Plan	  to	  date,	  and	  will	  provide	  
feedback	  to	  Alberto	  Gonzalex,	  specifically	  about	  the	  lowering	  the	  zoning	  along	  certain	  portions	  of	  
Park	  Road,	  as	  indicated	  in	  the	  plan	  (R-‐17	  noted	  for	  Section	  16,	  5th	  page	  of	  the	  meeting	  materials).	  
Next	  meeting	  is	  January	  29th,	  probably	  6PM	  at	  Park	  Road	  Baptist	  Church,	  as	  before.	  
	  
2012/2013	  Dues	  Collection	  
Liz	  suggested	  creating	  a	  PayPal	  account	  for	  neighborhood	  dues,	  to	  make	  it	  easier	  to	  pay.	  
Candace	  will	  look	  into	  it	  and	  report	  back.	  
	  
February	  General	  Meeting:	  	  
• Debby	  is	  going	  to	  ask	  someone	  from	  the	  mayor’s	  office	  to	  attend	  and	  give	  us	  the	  outlook	  for	  the	  
city	  for	  2013.	  Items	  to	  cover	  would	  be	  the	  Blue	  Line,	  taxes,	  CATs	  expansion,	  etc.	  	  

• Lauren	  is	  going	  to	  contact	  the	  D.A.’s	  office	  (or	  perhaps	  a	  different	  department?)	  for	  someone	  to	  
talk	  to	  us	  about	  how	  the	  magistrate	  system	  works	  and	  how	  it	  might	  be	  impacted	  to	  keep	  people	  in	  
jail	  rather	  than	  their	  bonding	  out	  so	  fast.	  



• Debby	  may	  ask	  a	  CDOT	  rep	  to	  attend	  and	  talk,	  pending	  her	  other	  requests	  and	  who	  can	  make	  it	  to	  
the	  meeting.	  

• Debby	  to	  request	  a	  “Neighborhood	  Watch”	  update	  by	  Charlene	  during	  or	  right	  after	  Police	  report	  
and	  crime	  stats.	  
	  
Newsletter	  Articles	  for	  Janelle.	  Due	  by	  the	  18th???	  
Debby	  will	  write	  an	  article	  about	  home	  alarm	  systems	  and	  how	  to	  properly	  register	  them	  with	  the	  
police	  department.	  
Candace	  will	  provide	  a	  list	  of	  members	  as	  of	  close	  of	  2012.	  
Liz	  will	  write	  a	  summary	  about	  the	  holiday	  decorations	  and	  judging/winners.	  
“Upcoming	  Events”,	  see	  below	  for	  event	  dates.	  
Boundaries	  map	  of	  the	  neighborhood.	  Maybe	  we	  run	  this	  in	  the	  first	  issue	  each	  year?	  
Church	  events	  –	  MaryBeth?	  Janelle,	  do	  you	  reach	  out	  for	  this?	  
	  
Items	  and	  ideas	  we	  might	  want	  to	  add	  to	  every	  newsletter:	  	  

• SNA	  Website,	  http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/Sedgefield	  
• “Find	  us	  on	  Facebook”	  http://www.facebook.com/groups/sedgefieldneighborhood/	  (much	  
discussion	  about	  Admin	  rights	  for	  Facebook	  and	  how	  to	  hand	  the	  page)	  

• “Crime	  Watch	  Corner”	  http://charmeck.org/city/charlotte/CMPD/response-‐
areas/Pages/WestoverDivision.aspx,	  plus	  list	  our	  neighborhood	  officer’s	  names	  and	  email	  
addresses.	  

• “Street	  Parking	  Etiquette”	  blurb	  about	  all	  4	  wheels	  on	  the	  street	  (ran	  in	  previous	  newsletter).	  
• “Did	  You	  Know”	  box	  to	  showcase	  advertisers?	  For	  example,	  there’s	  a	  Post	  Office	  in	  Canon	  
Pharmacy,	  meeting	  room	  in	  Healthy	  Home	  Market,	  Copy	  Express	  special(?),	  etc.	  	  

• “Tip	  of	  the	  Month”	  that	  offers	  favorite	  handyman	  services	  
• Sidebar	  and	  links	  to	  City	  Divisions	  that	  we	  deal	  with	  regularly	  (CDOT,	  CHA,	  Zoning)	  

Note:	  Add	  who	  to	  write	  checks	  to	  in	  the	  membership	  form.	  
	  
Upcoming	  events	  to	  list	  in	  newsletter	  –	  Save	  The	  Dates!	  
We	  scheduled	  Sedgefest	  for	  May	  11th.	  
Spring	  neighborhood	  cleanup	  (yards,	  gutters)	  will	  be	  on	  March	  23rd.	  Volunteer	  effort	  to	  help	  
neighbors	  who	  need	  assistance	  with	  their	  yards.	  Liz	  has	  offered	  to	  write	  a	  blurb	  about	  how	  to	  sign	  
up,	  how	  it	  might	  work.	  	  
All	  meetings	  are	  held	  on	  the	  second	  Tuesday	  of	  each	  month	  except	  December	  when	  there	  is	  no	  
meeting.	  Dates	  for	  General	  Meetings	  are:	  February	  12th,	  May	  14th	  (we	  often	  cancel	  this	  one	  due	  to	  
SedgeFest),	  August	  13th	  and	  November	  12th.	  
	  
Sedgefest	  
Sedgefest	  to	  be	  held	  on	  May	  11th,	  2013.	  Liz	  will	  reach	  out	  to	  sponsors	  (single	  level,	  $100	  each)	  and	  
work	  on	  raffle	  prizes.	  Frank	  Fields	  handled	  band,	  may	  still	  do	  music	  and/or	  food	  ?	  (Sedgefield	  
Swine	  Cookers	  have	  “broken	  up”).	  Liz	  will	  check	  on	  food	  trucks	  as	  well	  as	  contact	  Jeanne	  for	  last	  
year’s	  info	  and	  forms.	  
	  
Zoning	  Updates	  
Katie	  and	  one	  other	  neighborhood	  representative	  met	  with	  Clarion	  VP,	  Matthew	  Goebel,	  for	  1½	  
hours	  on	  November	  15th.	  
Clarion’s	  scope	  of	  work	  is	  much	  larger	  than	  indicated	  on	  RFP,	  seems	  they	  will	  be	  implementing	  
zoning	  changes	  as	  well,	  if	  approved	  by	  Council.	  
http://charmeck.org/city/charlotte/planning/Pages/newzoningordinance.aspx	  
	  
Requests	  and	  outcomes:	  

• Ordinances	  are	  difficult	  to	  understand,	  very	  complex	  and	  cumbersome	  
• Re-‐zoning	  notices	  should	  go	  out	  to	  a	  MUCH	  wider	  area	  



• The	  primary	  planner	  for	  an	  Area	  Plan	  should	  be	  an	  advocate	  for	  the	  plan,	  on	  	  behalf	  of	  the	  
neighborhood.	  

• City	  should	  create	  a	  “Planning/Zoning	  101”	  academy	  for	  those	  wishing	  to	  participate	  in	  
meetings,	  stakeholder	  groups.	  

• Area	  Plans	  have	  no	  “teeth”.	  How	  can	  all	  that	  effort	  be	  given	  more	  authority	  in	  the	  
	   political	  process.	  

• Zoning	  issues	  are	  far	  too	  political,	  developers	  too	  cozy	  with	  City	  Council.	  Can	  it	  
	   change?	  

• NOTE:	  Walgreen’s	  project	  in	  Dilworth	  arose	  from	  language	  in	  the	  Dilworth	  Area	  Plan	  that	  
called	  for	  “neighborhood-‐serving	  retail”	  and	  developer	  believed	  Walgreen’s	  fit	  that	  vision.	  So,	  we	  all	  
need	  a	  clearer	  frame	  of	  reference	  for	  what	  this	  means.	  
	  
IBIH	  Stakeholders	  Group	  &	  City	  Council	  
Schedule	  for	  City	  Council	  votes	  and	  hearings	  here:	  
http://charmeck.org/city/charlotte/planning/Pages/IncentiveBasedInclusionaryHousingInitiative.
aspx	  
	  
Sedgefield	  Elementary	  project	  
Need	  Janelle	  for	  update.	  
	  
Neighborhood	  entrance	  planting	  and	  sign	  
Group	  discussed	  landscaping	  at	  the	  corner	  of	  Park	  Road	  and	  Park	  Road,	  at	  the	  Kenilworth/Scott,	  
intersection,	  perhaps	  contacting	  the	  Campbell	  Garden	  Shop	  or	  the	  Sedgefield	  Garden	  Club	  or	  Lowe’s	  
for	  assistance.	  Discussion	  followed	  as	  to	  best	  location	  that	  clearly	  indicates	  Sedgefield	  vs	  Dilworth.	  
To	  be	  continued.	  
	  
Long	  meeting.	  Adjourned	  at	  8:55PM.	  


