Design Lessons learned to minimize current maintenance or safety concerns:
1. Weatherization will affect garden aesthetics in the winter and reduce growing season
Recommendation:  Purchase hoop houses (Figure 1) and have garden members install them (Quick Hoops™ Low Tunnel Bender - 4' W x 4' H, 1/2” galvanized conduit, electrical mounting clips, and agribon row cover material)
2. Hose bibs at corners in need of stabilization and weatherization

Recommendation:  Protective, aesthetically pleasing, and educational, concrete base (please see Figure2 and Figure 3 ideas below)

Lessons Learned:  Specify design criteria

3. Pergola Footings stick out of the ground and since color is very close to color on path, a trip hazard has been created

Recommendation:  Place color-stained slab surrounding pergola with ADA
Compliant ramp or add pavers to ADA compliant section of the garden
Lesson Learned:  Contractor is responsible to know the most current ADA standards of the proposed construction date.

4. Gravel stabilization lifts up dust when you walk on it, so we breathe the dust in or it gets on the plants and soil and we later eat it
Recommendation: Stabilize with pavement and paint designs to minimize heat effect or use pavers (please see Figure 4 and Figure 5 ideas below)
Lessons Learned:  Perhaps only a section of the garden should be ADA compliant, not entire garden to minimize costs.  Specify material to be used on path up front.
5. Education component lacking when gardeners are not onsite
Recommendation:  Message board (please see Figure 6 below) so that gardeners can post upcoming classes, rules, tips, rotating educational display, etc.

6. Drip Irrigation not working properly

Recommendation:  Flush pipes during off season and adjust drip irrigation to bottom of the box and level so that water fills box in vertical sections, instead of concentrated points within box.
Lessons Learned:  Grid System Drip Irrigation may be more effective at uniformly getting water throughout the bed.  
Other Lessons Learned:

1. Provide gardeners with construction drawings for planning and maintenance 
2. Have City-Garden Use Agreement in place prior to planting in the garden so that all gardeners are familiar with rules and expectations.  
3. Provide a list of references and additional requirements of contractors working on an existing garden (User agreement could reference this document or be the document to provide to contractors).  The point here is that work done in garden should be sensitive to garden, gardeners, and public.  Example:  Lime stabilization activities, moving bench, etc. may need a garden closure to protect the safety of all.  Plants should also be covered prior to work like this (our plants had fine dust all over them after work was done—not good for plants, not good to ingest this, and not good to be breathing this in (after dust settled on plants and while they were working).

4. Have classes available prior to planting:  how to grow plants from seed, plants that are native or do well in El Paso, importance and description of organic gardening, planting seasons, watering requirements, composting, tools to use, etc.
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Figure 1.  Hoop House 
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Figure 2.  Idea for hose bib replacement 
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Figure 3.  Butterfly houses idea for hose bib replacement
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Figure 4.  Pavement with color
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Figure 5.  Pavers in garden
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Figure 6.  Message Board

