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Thanks for Your Support – Happy New Year! 
 

 
Mark (N7YLA) mentors  a Boy Scout  at the JOTA in October 

 

         
                Carolyn (KG6RFJ) practices Net operations 

     GERC hams are happy hams.  And that couldn’t be truer than in the last months of 2012 and the 
start of 2013.  Mark (N7YLA), GERC founder and spark plug conducted a “not so SET (simulated 
emergency test) when he went to the hospital and underwent coronary artery bypass graft (CABG, 
pronounced “cabbage”) surgery in November.  It turned out to be a crucial test for GERC hams. 
     Mark was in the last stages of finalizing details for the annual GERC participation in the Covina 
Christmas Parade.  His many months of meticulous and detailed preparations were well documented 
and organized.  Rob KE6YGF, Jim (KG6TQT) and Carolyn (KG6RFJ) were able to effectively divide 
their attention in monitoring Mark’s medical condition and stepping into the harness and pulling the 
load to keep GERC on track for the parade.  Together with all the GERC hams volunteering for the 
event, special meetings were held to update assignments and to carry on as Mark was sidelined. 

 

     Thanks to everyone, the Covina 
Christmas parade went smoothly.   This 
demonstrated the resilience of the 
organization and leadership when 
dealing with the unexpected. 
     Thanks to all who sent in cards and 
expressions of support to Mark’s family.  
Mark said:  “I am looking forward to 
GERC activities in 2013. Check out our 
Calendar of events at 
www.neighborhoodlink.com/org/gerc” 
 
Left: GERC hams and friends 

http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/org/gerc


 

New Net / Meeting Schedule for 2013 
     The New Year comes with a new 
schedule for the GERC Net and monthly 
meeting.  If you get stuck in a rut and go 
to the monthly meeting on the third 
Tuesday of each month: A) you might be 
standing at the head of a non-existent line 
and B) you might miss a weekly Net.  On 
the other hand, if you tune in for a weekly 
net on some 4th Tuesdays, you may A) 
experience the silence on the airwaves as  

 
The GERC website calendar is a good info source 

it might be after things fall off the financial cliff and B) you may miss a monthly meeting. 
     There are ways to avoid feeling like a total outsider. 

 Check your email for your copy of the 2013 GERC calendar of events. 

 Visit the GERC website: go to the calendar page and check for updates. 

 If you use any of the myriad calendar features on your cell phone, email, etc., program it 
with the GERC activities and reminders. 

 Network with fellow GERC hams.  You can help remind each other about the various scheduled 
activities. 

 Carry your HT (set to the GERC simplex frequency) at all times.  This way as you stand in the 
non-existent line waiting to get into the building for the monthly meeting that starts next week, you 
can still participate in the weekly GERC Net. 

 
Check-in Wed 7pm Pacific time EchoLink node 721727  

     Remember, it is better to network than to not work.  
With that in mind, consider participating in other nets for 
more practice and enjoyment.  Some GERC members 
have connected with the POARC (Port Orford Amateur 
Radio Club) weekly net in Oregon.  Some of the 
POARC members check in to the GERC Net as well.   
Regular Oregon check-ins to the GERC Net include Pat 
KF7MWX, Hap KF7KMV, and Jimmy KE7XFM. 

2012: GERC Photo Brief 

                
Jan: Annual Dinner at Casa Jimenez 

                 
    Mar: Emergency Prep Expo with Dennis, KI6NQG 



 

 
Apr: James, KG6VBM teaches the Technician class  

                 
                Apr: Pat, KG6LQQ monitors Technician License Exam   

 
Jun: Jim, KG6TQT hosts ARRL Kid’s Day. 

                                      
              Jul: Pioneer Day Net Operator Richard, KG6TRD (l) 

 
July: Pioneer Day 5 K Run. with Rob, KE6YGF at his 

station 

 
Dec: Roy, KG6RGD  shadows VIP’s at the Covina 
Christmas Parade 

                                     
             Oct: Hams set up an HF antenna at the JOTA 

 
Dec: Larry KE6EOL, operates a mobile radio (arrow) from the back of 

a cart at the Covina Christmas Parade. 



 


